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Elizabetes iela 57a, Apt. 26 (entry through the courtyard, 5th floor)

Riga, LV-1050, Latvia

From 1 March to 30 December 2022, the Romans Suta and Aleksandra Beļcova Museum in Riga (Elizabetes iela 57a, Apt. 26) presents the exhibition Ludolfs Liberts – The King of Art Deco Theatre.
Ludolfs Liberts (1895–1959) was one of the most striking artists in theatre in the 1920s–30s. The performances he designed stand out with their vivid imagination, bright colours and richness of form.
Liberts possessed a special ability to gauge the desires of the public, he knew how to conjure up a magical world on the stage, surprising and exciting both critics and viewers. When the curtain was raised, Liberts’ stage designs were often received with an ovation, and, looking at the sketches and photographs of the stage designs of these performances today, this excitement is understandable.
The Art Deco era, which coincided with the peak of Liberts’ career in theatre, found its expression in the ornamental motifs of the costumes and sets that he designed – palmette variations, geometric ornaments and zigzags, an emphasis on vertical rhythms, a fountain-like flow of forms. Taken together with the intensity of contrasting, bright colour and gold, this created an outstanding impression. Ludolfs Liberts’ biographer Jānis Siliņš wrote that the artist achieved this colourful brilliance on a monumental scale by using “pure”, unmixed colours: “Kilograms of bright Turkish red, blue, green, yellow disappeared into the buckets”. An Art Deco luxury and chic marked both productions with exotic settings in the orient or the Far East (operas Aida (1927), Turandot (1930), Samson and Delilah (1931) and The Queen of Sheba (1935) among others) and performances with Latvian folk themes (operas Vaidelote and Sprīdītis (both 1927) and others).

The performances that Ludolfs Liberts designed were shown with considerable success in Lithuania and Sweden, while from 1929 he also worked as a director. The artist held personal exhibitions in Paris (1927), Brussels (1929) and Berlin (1930) – everywhere including his stage and costume designs among the exhibited works.
The exhibition at the Romans Suta and Aleksandra Beļcova Museum presents a selection of Ludolfs Liberts’ works from the collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, complemented by separate works and photographic records from the Literature and Music Museum as well as original costumes and costume accessories made according to Liberts’ designs from the Museum of the History of Riga and Navigation.

A significant portion of the works have been restored especially for this exhibition and have not been accessible to the broader public for many decades.
Text by Natalya Yevseyeva

Exhibition curator:

Dr. art. Natalya Yevseyeva (Наталья Евсеева), Head of the Romans Suta and Aleksandra Beļcova Museum / The Latvian National Museum of Art
Ph: (+371) 67 288 800, E: Natalja.Jevsejeva@lnmm.lv
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Mag. philol. Anita Vanaga, art historian
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The Romans Suta and Aleksandra Beļcova Museum / Riga, Elizabetes iela 57a, Apt. 26

Attention! The visit to the Museum currently is possible only with prior registration by phone (+371) 67 288 800 or e-mail sbm@lnmm.lv.

OPENING HOURS:

Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays 11.00–18.00, ticket office 11.00–17.45

Tuesdays 11.00–19.00, ticket office 11.00–18.45

Closed on Sundays, Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION: 
NB! (this ticket gives you access to the permanent display)

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
2,00 EUR

Students, seniors:
1,00 EUR

Schoolchildren:
0,50 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 2,50–4,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES AT THE MUSEUM:

1. Please do not visit the museum, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, or if you must be in self-isolation, home quarantine or strict isolation. The museum has the right to prohibit the entry to the museum to persons with signs of respiratory infection and ask them to leave the museum.

2. Every museum visitor from the age of 7 must wear a medical face mask or unvalved respirator with a level of safety FFP2 – FFP3 or KN95. Children between the ages of 7 and 11 are able to use non-medical (fabric) masks. Please use a face mask correctly, covering the nose and mouth, throughout the visit.
3. LNMA museums do not provide services to people who do not comply with epidemiological safety requirements, including the correct use of a face mask.

4. During the visit, a distance of 2 meters from other visitors and museum staff must be kept. If possible, a one-way flow of visitors is organized in the museum premises to ensure the distance of 2 meters.

5. Please use contactless payment and bank cards or register on Mobilly mobile app and conveniently purchase tickets on your phone.

6. Please take care of hand disinfection. Museums’ premises and surfaces are regularly cleaned and disinfected.

7. Before visiting the LNMA, please check out our latest guidelines regarding prevention and risk reduction regarding transmission of the current Covid-19 coronavirus in the Safe visit to the museum section on LNMA’s homepage: https://www.lnmm.lv/en/safe-visit.
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Ludolfs Liberts. Sketch for a stage design. 1928. Gouache on cardboard. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art. Publicity image

2.
Ludolfs Liberts. Sketch for a stage design for Giuseppe Verdi’s opera Aida. Latvian National Opera, 1927. Gouache on cardboard. Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art. Publicity image

3.
Ludolfs Liberts. Sketch for a female costume. Late 1920s. Gouache, gold paint on paper. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art. Publicity image

4.
Ludolfs Liberts. Sketch for a stage design for Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov’s opera The Golden Cockerel. Latvian National Opera, 1928. Gouache on cardboard. Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art. Publicity image
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