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Inner Dialogues
Aleksandra Beļcova’s Diaries and Correspondence

28 February 2023 – 2 March 2024
The Romans Suta and Aleksandra Beļcova Museum

Riga, Elizabetes iela 57a, Apt. 26 (entry through the courtyard, 5th floor)

From 28 February 2023 to 2 March 2024, the Romans Suta and Aleksandra Beļcova Museum in Riga (Elizabetes iela 57a, Apt. 26) presents the exhibition Inner Dialogues. Aleksandra Beļcova’s Diaries and Correspondence.
The most recent exhibition of Aleksandra Beļcova’s (1892–1981) works took place in 2019 at the Latvian National Museum of Art offering the broadest retrospective of the painter’s oeuvre to date. Based on the feedback from many visitors, one of the most interesting parts of that exhibition were the extracts from Aleksandra Beļcova’s diaries and correspondence. The tragic political events of 2022 give a special resonance and currency both to what the artist wrote in her time and to facts of her life.

By birth, Aleksandra Beļcova was half-Ukrainian, half-Belarusian, while in forms she always listed her nationality as “Russian” – at the time, no one believed such details had any significance. She was born and spent her childhood and youth in the Chernigov Governorate, yet, following territorial reform after the establishment of the USSR and until today, these Ukrainian lands are within the borders of Russia as part of Bryansk Oblast.
Aleksandra Beļcova came to Latvia in search of personal happiness, answering to the call of her friend and future husband Romans Suta. The artist’s letters and diaries reveal her émigré experience, particulars of private life, a woman’s difficult fate in the complex, traumatic relationship with her spouse, with the turbulent, harsh transformations brought by the 20th century also finding their reflection. How much bitterness, disappointment can be sensed in an entry in Beļcova’s diary which was made a few weeks after the first Soviet occupation in 1940: “these are no longer the same Russians…”. She wrote this phrase presumably recalling her life in St. Petersburg and her native region at the beginning of the century.
In the 1970s, Latvian poet Māris Čaklais, fascinated with the personality of Aleksandra Beļcova, interviewed the artist about her life (the recording has not survived), which culminated in the idea of publishing a book with Aleksandra’s memoirs and Māris Čaklais’ poetry. It also resulted in a cycle of watercolours, in which the painter captured the most important events from her biography. Her childhood, the arrival of Latvian artists in Penza in 1915, the birth of a daughter in a convent in Paris, walks through the streets of the French capital with an infant on her lap, the journey in a peasants’ cart to Riga from the Kurzeme Pocket at the end of World War II, later – scenes from the bohemian life of the creative milieu of the Soviet period. The museum demonstrates images of these drawings to the public for the very first time.
The exhibition also presents Aleksandra Beļcova’s photographs, documents and lesser-known works from the collection of the Romans Suta and Aleksandra Beļcova Museum, Zuzeum Art Centre and private collections as well as footage from a 1972 newsreel showing the celebration of the artist’s 80th birthday from the Latvian State Archive of Audiovisual Documents.
Text by Natalya Yevseyeva
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The Romans Suta and Aleksandra Beļcova Museum / Latvia, Riga, Elizabetes iela 57a, Apt. 26

OPENING HOURS:

Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays 11.00–18.00, ticket office 11.00–17.45

Tuesdays 11.00–19.00, ticket office 11.00–18.45

Closed on Sundays, Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION: 
NB! (this ticket allows you to visit the entire museum)

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
2,00 EUR

Students, seniors:
1,00 EUR

Schoolchildren:
0,50 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 2,50–4,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; Ukrainian citizens by presenting an identity document or other document proving Ukrainian citizenship; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES AT THE MUSEUM:

1. Please do not visit the museum, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, or if you must be in self-isolation, home quarantine or strict isolation. The museum has the right to prohibit the entry to the museum to persons with signs of respiratory infection and ask them to leave the museum.

2. Please use contactless payment and bank cards or register on Mobilly mobile app and conveniently purchase tickets on your phone.

3. Please take care of hand disinfection. Museums’ premises and surfaces are regularly cleaned and disinfected.

PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
1.
Aleksandra Beļcova. The 1920s. Photograph. Collection of the R. Suta and A. Beļcova Museum. Photo: Aleksandra Beļcova
2.
Aleksandra Beļcova. Sketch for a self-portrait. Late 1960s – early 1970s. Watercolour on paper.
Collection of the R. Suta and A. Beļcova Museum. Publicity image

3.
Aleksandra Beļcova. In Paris (1925–1926). 1973. Watercolour and pencil on paper. 
Collection of the R. Suta and A. Beļcova Museum. Publicity image

4.
Aleksandra Beļcova. From the series Memories of Southern France. 1st half of the 1970s. 
Watercolour and gouache on chipboard. Collection of the R. Suta and A. Beļcova Museum. 
Publicity image
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