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Touch-sensitive
Latvian Jewellery Art Association’s exhibition
8 February – 21 April 2024
Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Great Hall

Skārņu iela 10, Riga
Media tour of exhibition on 7 February 2024 at 12.00

Registration of participants: 11.30–12.00
From 8 February to 21 April 2024, the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design in Riga (Skārņu iela 10) hosts a spectacular exhibition Touch-sensitive organized by the Latvian Jewellery Art Association in which the works of 23 authors are revealed in relation to the owners of jewellery, demonstrating a wide range of individual creative stylistics of different generations of artists and emphasizing the development and succession of the industry.
The idea of the exhibition is based on the stories about people, the jewellery they have chosen and the artists behind the works. The title of the project also describes the nature of jewellery – to be in contact with a human body. The exposition presents the artists’ newly-created original works, the stories about the creative experience of each designer, and the moment when the piece of jewellery finally meets its owner.

Exhibition designer Ilze Ķēniņa has assembled an unusual and breathtaking composition of the show space enticing everyone to delve into the magnificent world of jewellery. Visitors will have the opportunity to experience the magic allure of jewellery, the diversity of contemporary means of expression, and discover the specifics of jewellery and the synergy of various materials.
The artists have created jewellery for doctors, diplomats, philologists, painters, teachers, students, for themselves, relatives, and colleagues. Therefore, alongside the unique art objects, the exhibition features portraits taken by photographer Mārtiņš Cīrulis presenting a multi-faceted reflection of the visual dialogue between jewellery and its owners. Moreover, Pēteris Pāss has created a sound installation that includes audio fragments of the jewellery making process, elements of electronic music and verbally reveals the thoughts and emotions of jewellery wearers about the importance of jewellery in their everyday life.
A valuable part of the project is the artists’ own comments on the exhibition objects providing an in-depth insight into the creative work. For example, Anna Fanigina’s airy compositions are dedicated to Ilze Rūmniece, professor of classical philology: “Many of the poem verses were suggested by Ilze and engraved by me on shards of translucent stones, and now they bring the feelings, moods, ideas and enigmas, which like distant starlight continue to charge up our souls for millennia afterwards.”

The necklace unBEARABLE, created by the artist Mārīte Rudzāte, embodies the conceptual statement memento mori, or – remember death: “The idea of one’s non-existence is unbearable for modern humans, but at the same time, conscious living includes a clear and harsh awareness of our own mortality, and arguably this is what makes life so meaningful.”

About the source of inspiration for the 112 jewellery collection, designer Daria Svirel says: “Jewellery is a memory. This is also a story of my collection – when I was born, my Dad gave my Mum a pair of earrings, but after a while they somehow were missing. Later, my brother found the kind of earrings in an antique pawn shop, and they were as if “re-born”, and now they are mine. It is so marvelous! I wanted to create works that would feature the genuine and the important, and my cherished memories.”
The innovative conceptual approach of the project which is focused on the perception of jewellery from the perspective of its owners, will help us acknowledge the new experimental means of artistic expression and increase awareness about the general direction of the evolution of the field in Latvia. The specially prepared exhibition catalogue and the museum’s educational programme will help to enrich the audience’s perception of the current trends in jewellery design promoting dialogue and discussions in society.

Anticipating the wide public interest, the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design introduces additional extended opening hours for the exhibition period: in addition to Wednesdays, it will also be possible to visit the museum on Fridays from 11.00 a.m. to 7.00 p.m.

About Latvian Jewellery Art Association
Latvian Jewellery Art Association was established in 2018, with a mission to bring together professional artists active in the field. The goals of the association include not only the organisation of joint exhibitions, but also the collection and storage of information, as well as a commitment to promote the art of jewellery-making locally and internationally. The present exhibition at the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design is the most ambitious show ever organized by the Latvian Jewellery Art Association.
Exhibition participants of the Latvian Jewellery Art Association:
Māris Auniņš, Jānis Brants, Valdis Brože, Vladislav Chistyakov, Anna Fanigina, Ginta Grūbe, Aleksandra Federika Krastiņa, Andris Lauders, Guntis Lauders, Una Mikuda, Rasma Pušpure, Pēteris Ripa, Mārīte Rudzāte, Anita Savicka, Laura Selecka, Gints Strēlis, Jelizaveta Suska, Daria Svirel, Māris Šustiņš, Paula Treimane, Zane Vilka, Jānis Vilks, Maija Vītola-Zitmane
Supporters:

State Culture Capital Foundation of Latvia, Arctic Paper Baltic States
Exhibition curators:

Ginta Grūbe, Zane Vilka / Latvian Jewellery Art Association
Exhibition design:
Ilze Ķēniņa
Exhibition photography:

Mārtiņš Cīrulis
Sound installation:

Pēteris Pāss
Graphic design:

Eltons Kūns / Latvian National Museum of Art

Technical solutions, construction:
Uldis Timoško, Modris Esserts / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art
Exhibition coordination and communication:

Inese Baranovska, Head of the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 67 830 900, E: Inese.Baranovska@lnmm.lv
Līga Brice, Senior Specialist / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art

Līva Kubulniece, Communication Specialist / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / 

Latvian National Museum of Art
Ph: (+371) 28 381 129, E: Liva.Kubulniece@lnmm.lv
Education and event programme:

Kortnija Māra Gurtlava / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art
Anete Koknēviča-Kalderauska / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art
INTERNET SOURCES:

www.lnmm.lv
https://latvianjewellery.org
FACEBOOK: Dekoratīvās mākslas un dizaina muzejs
TWITTER: @DMDMmuzejs
INSTAGRAM: @DMDMmuzejs
YOUTUBE: muzejsDMDM
#lnmm

#DMDMmuzejs

#MansMuzejs

The Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Skārņu iela 10, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:
NB! (valid 08.02.–21.04.2024)
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays, Sundays 11.00–17.00, ticket office 11.00–16.45

Wednesdays, Fridays 11.00–19.00, ticket office 11.00–18.45

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION: 
NB! (this ticket allows you to visit the entire museum)

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
6,00 EUR

Students, seniors:
3,00 EUR

Schoolchildren:
2,00 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 5,00–7,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; Ukrainian citizens by presenting an identity document or other document proving Ukrainian citizenship; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES AT THE MUSEUM:

1. Please do not visit the museum, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, or if you must be in self-isolation, home quarantine or strict isolation. The museum has the right to prohibit the entry to the museum to persons with signs of respiratory infection and ask them to leave the museum.

2. Please use contactless payment and bank cards or register on Mobilly mobile app and conveniently purchase tickets on your phone.

PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
1. Una Mikuda. Necklace Self-analyses. 2023. Lighting cable, silver. 

Model: Asnāte Jakubāne; make up: Viktorija Breikša. Photo: Mārtiņš Cīrulis

2. Maija Vītola-Zitmane. Brooch My Peace from the collection Life Is This Moment. 2023. Silver, buffalo horn, pink ivory wood. Model: Otto Zitmanis; make up: Viktorija Breikša. Photo: Mārtiņš Cīrulis

3. Zane Vilka. Earrings from the collection My Garden. 2023. Silver, gold plated silver, chrysoprases, amethysts. Model: Līga Draveniece; make up: Viktorija Breikša. Photo: Mārtiņš Cīrulis

4. Zane Vilka. Earrings from the collection My Garden. 2023. Silver, gold plated silver, chrysoprases, amethysts. Photo: Mārtiņš Cīrulis

5. Anna Fanigina. Brooch from the jewellery collection Fragmentа. 2023. Topaz, aquamarines, quartz, plexiglass, silver. Photo: Mārtiņš Cīrulis
6. Daria Svirel. Earrings from the jewellery collection 112. 2023. Gold, silver, hot enamel, bone, gemstones. Photo: Mārtiņš Cīrulis

7. Ginta Grūbe. Necklace from the collection Jeweltool. 2023. Recovered objects, rubber. 
Photo: Mārtiņš Cīrulis
8. Jelizaveta Suska. Earrings from the collection Rebirth. 2023. Red gold 14K, amber, pigment. 
Photo: Mārtiņš Cīrulis
9. Māris Auniņš. Bracelet from the jewellery collection Purity. 2023. Silver, aquamarine. 
Photo: Mārtiņš Cīrulis
10. Mārīte Rudzāte. Necklace unBEARABLE. 2023. Titanium. Photo: Mārtiņš Cīrulis
11. Valdis Brože. Necklace Spot. 2023. Oxidised silver, glass of wristwatches. Photo: Mārtiņš Cīrulis
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