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MASS  MEDIA  RELEASE

Riga, 10 September 2026

Rūdolfs Heimrāts 100. Legacy
16 September – 22 November 2026
Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Great Hall

Skārņu iela 10, Riga
Media tour of exhibition on 15 September at 12.00

Registration of participants: 11.30–12.00
From 16 September to 22 November 2026, the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design in Riga (Skārņu iela 10) hosts the exhibition Rūdolfs Heimrāts 100. Legacy, dedicated to the centenary of the outstanding textile artist Rūdolfs Heimrāts (1926–1992) who was professor at the Art Academy of Latvia and founder of the Latvian textile art school.

“I love sitting at the loom and weaving. Everything leading up to that moment is filled with doubt and struggle. All kinds of possibilities surround me, and I could go on considering them endlessly, but once I am at the loom, I can honestly say that I am happy. I prepare for it almost as a ritual: I arrange all my materials, choose the records I want to listen to, and then, with the selected music playing, I weave thread by thread. My hands and feet move continuously; only my head, once bowed in the morning, remains that way until evening – and I am happy,” Rūdolfs Heimrāts wrote in one of his letters.
The exhibition unveils Rūdolfs Heimrāts’ multifaceted creative and pedagogical legacy, highlighting his significant contribution to the development of Latvian textile art in the second half of the 20th century. Alongside tapestries, decorative textiles, fabric print designs, and ceramics, special consideration is given to his work as an educator at the Art Academy of Latvia who has inspired several generations of textile artists. Visitors will enjoy exploring Heimrāts’ works from various museum collections, learn about the unrealised creative projects from his family archive, documentary films and photographs from private archives and the Latvian State Archives of Audiovisual Documents. The display also features vibrant fabric prints and innovative textile designs in different techniques. For the first time a particular focus has been placed on Heimrāts’ collaboration with architects (M. Staņa, Dz. Driba, O. Ostenbergs, L. A. Knāķe, M. Ģelzis, and others) and his contribution to the development of interior design.
The exhibition presents Rūdolfs Heimrāts’ oeuvre through several thematic sections that were especially close to him: love for his native land, the beauty of nature, traditions associated with folk celebrations and everyday life, and an understanding of the distinctive values of textile art – from classical tapestry to contemporary innovation and creative experimentation.
One of the exhibition’s central themes is Rūdolfs Heimrāts’ work as an educator and his role in establishing the Latvian school of textile art. As the foundation of professional education for textile artists, the Textile Art Department of the Art Academy of Latvia has trained approximately 300 artists over the course of its existence, with Heimrāts’ influence evident, either directly or indirectly, in their practice. The creative achievements and professional success of the department’s graduates have demonstrated the high standard of the Latvian school of textile art both at home and internationally. Among Heimrāts’ students are such distinguished artists as Edīte Pauls-Vīgnere, Aija Baumane, Egils Rozenbergs, Lilita Postaža, Ruta Bogustova, Dzintra Vilks, Arvīds Priedīte, Anita Celma, Inese Jakobi, Baiba Osīte, Pēteris Sidars, Iveta Vecenāne, Ieva Krūmiņa, and many others. Rūdolfs Heimrāts played an important role not only in the development of textile art in Latvia, but also within the broader context of textile art across the Baltic States.
The exhibition is accompanied by an extensive educational and event programme, including a conference celebrating Rūdolfs Heimrāts’ enduring creative legacy and his far-reaching artistic influence in Latvia and the Baltic States.
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Exhibition curator:

Velta Raudzepa, Exhibition Curator / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art
Ph: (+371) 67 830 901, E: Velta.Raudzepa@lnmm.gov.lv
Exhibition co-curator:

Mārtiņš Heimrāts, artist
Curators’ assistant:

Līga Brice, Senior Specialist / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art
Exhibition design:

Kristians Brekte, artist
Graphic design and video editing:

Mārtiņš Ratniks, artist
ONLINE RESOURCES:
https://lnmm.gov.lv
FACEBOOK: Dekoratīvās mākslas un dizaina muzejs
X: @DMDMmuzejs
INSTAGRAM: @DMDMmuzejs
YOUTUBE: muzejsDMDM
#lnmm

#DMDMmuzejs

#MansMuzejs

The Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Skārņu iela 10, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:

Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays 11.00–17.00, ticket office 11.00–16.45

Wednesdays 11.00–19.00, ticket office 11.00–18.45

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:
Adults:
9,00 EUR

Pupils, students, seniors:
4,50 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 10,00–16,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Free entry is also for (valid status identification card required): pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care; day-care centre, crisis centre and special education pupils; children placed in a social rehabilitation centre and accompanying persons (one teacher or one person per 10 children or pupils); children under 18 years with a disability; persons with a disability 1st and 2nd group; one person accompanying either a child under 18 years with a disability or a person with disability of 1st group; a sign language interpreter accompanying a person with disability of 1st, 2nd or 3rd group; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools; full- and part-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia; students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, cultural heritage, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training; members of the Latvian Artists’ Union; employees of Latvian museums; members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM); members of the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS); Friend of the LNMA card holders; participants of the museum programmes Volunteer Programme and Youth Club; media representatives who are covering museum events; group leaders or teachers (minimum 10 persons); Ukrainian citizens; visitors to events organised by the museum during the annual international campaign European Night of Museums and the contemporary culture forum White Night; all visitors to the permanent exhibition on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.
PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
1. Rūdolfs Heimrāts at the opening of his solo exhibition. 1974. Photo: Alise Zīverts
2.
Rūdolfs Heimrāts – student of the Ceramics Department at the Art Academy of Latvia. 

First half of the 1950s. Photo from the private archive of Mārtiņš Heimrāts
3.
Rūdolfs Heimrāts at the loom in the workshop of the Textile Art Department at the Art Academy of Latvia. Mid-1960s. Photo from the private archive of Mārtiņš Heimrāts
4.
Rūdolfs Heimrāts. Photo: Atis Ieviņš. From the private archive of Mārtiņš Heimrāts
5.
Rūdolfs Heimrāts. To the Song Festival. 1960. Tapestry. Wool, linen. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Publicity photo

6.
Rūdolfs Heimrāts. Sketch for the tapestry The Gardener. 1962. Family collection. 

Photo from the private archive of Mārtiņš Heimrāts
7.
Rūdolfs Heimrāts. The Flaming Years. 1966. Wool, linen, rya technique. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Publicity photo

8.
Rūdolfs Heimrāts. The Family, I–III. Man. Woman. Child. 1967. Garden ceramics. Chamotte. 

Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Publicity photo

9.
Rūdolfs Heimrāts. The November. 1971. Textile. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Publicity photo

10.
Rūdolfs Heimrāts. Textiles at the Café Leningrad in Riga. 1972. Photo: Laimonis Stīpnieks

11.
Rūdolfs Heimrāts. Butterflies of Jāņkalni. 1974. Wool, nylon, mixed technique. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Publicity photo

12.
Rūdolfs Heimrāts. The Ancient Motif. 1977. Tapestry. Wool, linen, brocade threads. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Publicity photo

13.
Rūdolfs Heimrāts. The Folk Song. 1978. Wool, linen, mixed technique. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Publicity photo
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