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Media tour of exhibition on 27 January 2023 at 12.00
Registration of participants: 11.30–12.00

From 28 January to 26 March 2023, the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design in Riga (Skārņu iela 10) presents the exhibition No-objects, for the first time bringing together artist and designer Jānis Straupe’s creative work from the last twenty years as well as introducing his latest proposals – ambitious sculptural and kinetic objects.

Jānis Straupe’s solo exhibition No-objects sheds light on the recent history of Latvian design, giving visitors the opportunity to get to know one of the most unconventional creators, who already under the Soviet regime’s strict separation of styles strove to work in an interdisciplinary manner, demonstrating that wood sculpture, or wood as material, has the capacity to be surprising and contemporary. Jānis Straupe continues to work in experimental design and art, and with the new paradigm of sustainability has acquired particular relevance in today’s context.

“Throughout the process, from the idea to its realisation, I am in constant doubt regarding possible improvements. I have expressed my sensations in different, seemingly unrelated objects, and yet curiously they constitute a unified whole. In the exhibition of my latest works I wanted to create a somewhat skewed impression – like Alice in Wonderland, since every object also contains its opposite, giving it meaning. Everything is in constant flux and the state of peace is illusory,” says artist Jānis Straupe.

The contrasts and paradoxes characteristic to Jānis Straupe’s oeuvre are on display in this exhibition – for example, his work Self-isolation Chair (2019) is conceived as an ironic commentary – a fortress for the individual’s inner world. The large-scale sculpture Pendulum (2022) invites reflections on the fragility of the contemporary world, while Scorpion is a symbolic ladder that can also lead astray. The author used biographic references as well – for instance, he found inspiration for the work Ballerina (2021) while preparing models of Kārlis Johansons’ works at the Latvian National Museum of Art after its reconstruction, in its turn, the spherical object Eye (2020) includes a fragment from Straupe’s 1992 solo exhibition and symbolises an eye of his teacher, Jānis Poļaks.
“In his oeuvre, Jānis Straupe has been able to combine remarkable quality of craftsmanship with complexly innovative creative thinking, transforming the traditional material of wood, so popular in the practice of Latvian craft and design, in original, unpredictable ways. It could be said that the artist works on the boundary between sculpture and conceptual design. In the exhibition No-objects, visitors will not encounter any examples of functional design – its goal is to expand the horizons of imagination and thinking, to encourage looking at the world and things that surround us from a different perspective – critically, ironically and romantically”, stresses curator Inese Baranovska.

About the artist
Jānis Straupe (1962) entered the art scene in the mid-1980s – at a time when representatives of the so-called “applied” disciplines began to move away from usability and more towards reflection on the overarching tasks of “pure art”. The artist graduated from one of the most prestigious Latvian art schools of his day – the Woodcarving Department of the Riga School of Arts and Crafts (now Riga School of Design and Art). Having finished school, Jānis Straupe perfected his craft under the leadership of his teacher, the outstanding master-woodcarver Jānis Poļaks, at the combine Māksla, which carried out major commissions for the interiors of public buildings. Later he established his carpentry company (1998), yet, alongside functional design solutions and commissions, Jānis Straupe was always captivated by creative experiments and a conceptual form of expression.

While his early work, produced in the 1980s and 90s, shows the influence of postmodernism and references to the author’s beloved surrealism, over the years, Jānis Straupe has succeeded in throwing off the unnecessary literary layer. His mode of expression has become more laconic and precise in functional solutions as well as works of art, whose technical perfection and aesthetics have an affinity with the Latvians’ national northern mentality. Jānis Straupe’s compositions can be classified as unique design, which today justifiably is mostly included in the category of critical design.
Jānis Straupe has already held several impressive solo exhibitions at the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design (MDAD) (Jānis Straupe. Wood (1992), Insects (2004), Mesozoic Period (2008), Functional Frenzy (2013)) as well as taken part in several important thematic woodcarvers’ group exhibitions (Door, Bed, Closet, Table). The author’s work is represented in the collection of the MDAD and can be seen in the new permanent exhibition Design Process. In 2019, experts from the international Michelangelo Foundation included Jānis Straupe in the project Homo Faber. Since the beginnings of the initiative (2016), the designer maintains an active collaboration with the MAD International Design Summer School and its head, Rihards Funts, reads lectures and shares his experience, nurturing the young talents.
Jānis Straupe’s recent works are characterised by purity of form and dynamism – solid wood sculptures highlight materiality, yet at the same time strive to overcome gravity, create an illusion of lightness and grace (compositions Twisted Table (1992), Balance (Ballerina) (2021), Running Chairs (2021) and others). Jānis Straupe continues to experiment, keeps looking for new means of expression and makes use of complex technical solutions, also creating unique kinetic compositions (Pendulum (2022)).
Text by Inese Baranovska, Laura Brokāne
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Exhibition curator:

Inese Baranovska, Head of the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art
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Artistic concept:
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Exhibition design:
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Technical solutions, construction:
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The Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Skārņu iela 10, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:

Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays 11.00–17.00, ticket office 11.00–16.45

Wednesdays 11.00–19.00, ticket office 11.00–18.45

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
3,50 EUR

Schoolchildren, students, seniors:
2,00 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 5,00–7,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; Ukrainian citizens by presenting an identity document or other document proving Ukrainian citizenship; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES AT THE MUSEUM:

1. Please do not visit the museum, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, or if you must be in self-isolation, home quarantine or strict isolation. The museum has the right to prohibit the entry to the museum to persons with signs of respiratory infection and ask them to leave the museum.

2. The museum recommends its visitors to wear a medical face mask or respirator. Children between the ages of 7 and 11 may use non-medical (fabric) masks. Please use a face mask correctly, covering the nose and mouth, throughout the visit.

3. During the visit, a distance of 2 meters from other visitors and museum staff must be kept.
4. Please use contactless payment and bank cards or register on Mobilly mobile app and conveniently purchase tickets on your phone.

5. Please take care of hand disinfection. Museums’ premises and surfaces are regularly cleaned and disinfected.

PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
1.
Jānis Straupe by his work Eye. 2020. Photo: Ojārs Jansons

2-3.
Jānis Straupe. Birds. 2019. Linden wood. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
4.
Jānis Straupe. Birds. 2019. Linden wood. Courtesy of the artist. Photo: Jānis Straupe

5.
Jānis Straupe. Self-isolation Chair. 2019. Pine wood. Courtesy of the artist. Photo: Jānis Straupe

6.
Jānis Straupe. Eye. 2020. Linden and pine wood. Courtesy of the artist. Photo: Ojārs Jansons

7-8.
Jānis Straupe. Balance (Ballerina). 2021. Linden wood. Courtesy of the artist. Photo: Valters Poļakovs
9.
Jānis Straupe. Balance (Ballerina). Sketch. 2021. Courtesy of the artist. Photo: Jānis Straupe

10.
Jānis Straupe. Running Chairs. 2021. Linden wood. Courtesy of the artist. Photo: Jānis Straupe
11-12.
Jānis Straupe. Scorpion. 2021. Pine wood. Courtesy of the artist. Photo: Beāte Roze

13-14.
Jānis Straupe. Tension. 2022. Solid linden wood, ash lamellas. Courtesy of the artist. Photo: Jānis Straupe

15-16.
Jānis Straupe. Pendulum. Sketch. 2022. Courtesy of the artist. Photo: Jānis Straupe

17.
Jānis Straupe by his work Birds. 2018. Photo: Valts Kleins
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