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Press conference on 15 October 2021 at 12.00

Registration of participants: 11.30–12.00. Safe event *

The Orgies Mysteries Theatre, a personal exhibition by Austrian avant-garde artist Hermann Nitsch, will be presented at the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design in Riga (Skārņu iela 10) from 16 October to 30 December 2021.

In the 1960s, Hermann Nitsch (1938), together with Günter Brus, Otto Muehl and Rudolf Schwarzkogler, formed one of the most radical 20th century art movements, which became known in art history as Viennese Actionism. As his life’s work he sees the Orgies Mysteries Theatre (Das Orgien-Mysterien-Theater), an intense artistic experience bringing together painting, theatre, music and lyrics with liturgical, religious elements, which was established in the late 1950s.
The Orgies Mysteries Theatre is based on the idea of creating something that exceeds a theatre production, and Hermann Nitsch believes that is only possible when both viewer and actor are involved and transformed to an equal extent. In a sense, it is art therapy, at which the Viennese Actionists arrived by gradually studying the works of Sigmund Freud and Wilhelm Reich. The Orgies Mysteries Theatre does not submit to passive observation and neutrality, in the words of Otto Muehl: “Our action was not only a form of art, but, above all, an existential attitude.”

The venue of the exhibition, the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design (MDAD), which is housed in the former St. George’s Church and is the oldest preserved stone structure in Riga (built in 1204), is not coincidental, as recreation of Christian rituals is one of the most important elements of the artist’s oeuvre. Thus, the building itself becomes an essential part of the exhibition, joining together key points in Nitsch’s creative output. The exposition includes the most significant of Hermann Nitsch’s artistic rituals – documentary video from the actions of his Orgies Mysteries Theatre with culmination in the action 6-Day-Play, examples of action painting, large-format graphic art and documentary photographs.
The Orgies Mysteries Theatre is the first exhibition of Hermann Nitsch’s work in the Baltic States, making it a unique opportunity to get to know the author who has left a significant mark not only on the fields of action painting and performance, but also the development of contemporary theatre.
The exhibition is complemented by an essay booklet, to which Hermann Nitsch, Igor Gubenko, Laine Kristberga, Vilnis Štrams and Līna Birzaka-Priekule have dedicated their texts, as well as an audio guide in Latvian and English.

The exhibition is accompanied by an educational programme including conversations with the artist, a cycle of discussions and talks, performances and activities for young visitors. For example, on 16 October at 14.00 in Dome Square (Doma laukums) there will be a performance by artist Anda Lāce, titled Difficult to Tell Whether It Is Hypocrisy of Orgiastic Proportions or Has Everyone Here Indeed Suddenly Become Better, made in collaboration with composer Evija Skuķe. The artist will reflect on and confront herself with the conceptual impulses provided by Hermann Nitsch, over the course of her performance creating a processual painting object. Anda Lāce is interested in the ritual aspect of Nitsch’s work and the way his performative expressions create permanent works of art retaining powerful energy from the action which has already taken place.

ABOUT THE ARTIST
Hermann Nitsch is an Austrian avant-garde artist, one of the Viennese Actionists. In their rituals (actions) the representatives of this artistic movement often use self-mutilated bodies, defilement, animal entrails, urine, faeces, blood as means of expression to demonstrate a subconscious reaction against Austria’s ‘whitewashing’ of its crimes, participation in National Socialism and the Holocaust.

Hermann Nitsch lives and works in Prinzendorf Castle, which hosted the legendary action 6-Day-Play (1998). A museum dedicated to Nitsch is located in the Austrian town of Mistelbach. The author’s works are in the collections of the Museum of Modern Art in New York, Tate Gallery in London and many others.
Text by Līna Birzaka-Priekule
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PATRON and ORGANISER OF THE EXHIBITION:
VV Foundation
CO-OPERATION PARTNER:
Hermann Nitsch Foundation
EXHIBITION CURATOR and PROJECT MANAGER:

Līna Birzaka-Priekule, Exhibition Curator / Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 67 716115, E: Lina.Priekule@lnmm.lv
EXHIBITION PROJECT MANAGER IN HERMANN NITSCH FOUNDATION:

Martha Maria Schildorfer, Project Manager / Hermann Nitsch Foundation
CURATORIAL ASSISTANT:
Austra Stupele / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art

CURATOR OF PERFORMANCE PROGRAMME:
Evarts Melnalksnis
CURATOR OF EDUCATION PROGRAMME:

Dārta Dīriņa / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art
CURATORS OF COMMUNICATION:
Auguste Petre

Anete Piņķe, Communication Specialist / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / 
Latvian National Museum of Art
Ph: (+371) 67 222235, E: Anete.Pinke@lnmm.lv
AUTHORS OF TEXTS:
Hermann Nitsch, Igor Gubenko, Laine Kristberga, Vilnis Štrams, Līna Birzaka-Priekule
GRAPHIC DESIGNER:
Eltons Kūns / Latvian National Museum of Art
EXHIBITION INSTALLMENT:
Uldis Timoško, Modris Esserts / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / 
Latvian National Museum of Art
SPECIAL THANKS:
Inese Baranovska, Jānis Frišvalds, Jānis Kalva, Guna Kreislere, Māra Lāce, Jasper Sharp, Arta Vārpa, PAiR residency
INTERNET SOURCES:

www.lnmm.lv
FACEBOOK: Dekoratīvās mākslas un dizaina muzejs

TWITTER: @DMDMmuzejs

INSTAGRAM: @DMDMmuzejs

YOUTUBE: muzejsDMDM

#lnmm

#DMDMmuzejs

#MansMuzejs

The Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Skārņu iela 10, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:

Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays 11.00–17.00, ticket office 11.00–16.45

Wednesdays 11.00–19.00, ticket office 11.00–18.45

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
3,50 EUR

Schoolchildren, students, seniors:
2,00 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 5,00–7,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES AT THE MUSEUM:

1. Please do not visit the museum, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, or if you must be in self-isolation, home quarantine or strict isolation. The museum has the right to prohibit the entry to the museum to persons with signs of respiratory infection and ask them to leave the museum.

2. On-site services can only be received and provided in an epidemiologically safe environment. Upon entering the museum, visitors must present valid interoperable Covid-19 certificate and identity document.
3. LNMA museums are open only to individual visitors or members of one household.

4. Every museum visitor from the age of 7 must wear a face mask.
5. LNMA museums do not provide services to people who do not comply with epidemiological safety requirements, including the correct use of a face mask.

6. During the visit, a distance of 2 meters from other visitors and museum staff must be kept, information in visual instructions and audio announcements, as well as instructions from museum staff must be followed.
7. Please use contactless payment and bank cards or register on Mobilly mobile app and conveniently purchase tickets on your phone.

8. If possible, a one-way flow of visitors is organized in the museum premises to ensure the distance of 2 meters.

9. Please take care of hand disinfection. Museums’ premises and surfaces are regularly cleaned and disinfected.

10. Before visiting the LNMA, please check out our latest guidelines regarding prevention and risk reduction regarding transmission of the current Covid-19 coronavirus in the Safe visit to the museum section on LNMA’s homepage: http://lnmm.lv/en/visit/covid_19.

PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
1.
Hermann Nitsch. Photo: Thomas Kolassa

2.
Hermann Nitsch. Action in the Burgtheater, Vienna. 2005. Photo: Georg Soulek
3.
Hermann Nitsch. Action painting. Photo: Hermann Nitsch Foundation
4.
Hermann Nitsch. Action painting. Photo: Matthias Herrmann, Franz Schachinger

5.
Action 6-Tage-Spiel. Day 1. 1998. Photo: Cibulka Frey

6.
Action 6-Tage-Spiel. Day 5. 1998. Photo: Cibulka Frey
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