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Shelter for the Unicorn
Textile Artworks by Georgs Barkāns
18 December 2025 – 8 February 2026
Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Great Hall

Skārņu iela 10, Riga
Media tour of exhibition on 16 December 2025 at 12.00

Registration of participants: 11.30–12.00
From 18 December 2025 to 8 February 2026, the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design in Riga (Skārņu iela 10) invites to visit an exhibition Shelter for the Unicorn dedicated to the centenary of the birth of prominent Latvian textile artist Georgs Barkāns.
Georgs Barkāns (1925–2010) was one of the most influential figures in Latvian textile arts during its major upswing in the second half of the 20th century. From the 1960s onward, textile arts in Latvia broke away from their status as applied arts and grew increasingly modern, figurative and experimental.
In both textile art and design pedagogy, Georgs Barkāns stood out as an innovator and an adventurous spirit. His vivid imagination and creative endeavors had to abide by the rules dictated by the occupying regime. Still, master managed to prevent it from showing directly in his works, neither expressing endorsement nor protest. His creative strategy was a lifelong mission to provide cultural education by highlighting the legacy of past generations and solidifying the standing of Latvian art within the European cultural landscape. His unicorn-themed tapestries can still be seen today as a deliberate artistic stance against the homogeneity of the surrounding world. Dzidra Ozoliņa (1922–2014), Georgs Barkāns’ spouse, played a major role in creating artist’s works.
Georgs Barkāns arrived at textile art by an unusual route. Brought up in a family of a Latvian Army officer and a librarian, he studied in the Department of Construction at Riga State Technical School. In 1944, he was briefly conscripted for labour service. After the war, Barkāns enrolled in the Architecture Department at the University of Latvia (1945–1951). At the same time, together with several course mates, Georgs studied painting at the Art Academy of Latvia (1946–1949) but ultimately remained in architecture. At the architectural design workshop run by Professor Ernests Štālbergs, he met Dzidra Ozoliņa. Georgs Barkāns interned at several design institutions, demonstrating his creativity in more than 20 architectural competitions as part of teams that included Jānis Ginters, Teodors Nigulis, Boriss Ozols, and Dzidra Ozoliņa.
The renowned Latvian architect Marta Staņa, former assistant to Štālbergs and supervisor of Barkāns’ thesis, invited Georgs in 1958 to teach at the Riga Secondary School of Applied Arts (RSSAA) – initially in furniture design and later in composition. When Imants Žūriņš, Barkāns’ classmate from the Art Academy, became Director of RSSAA in 1959, the school rapidly shifted its focus – from teaching traditional trade to modern design studies inspired by Bauhaus, Scandinavian and folk art. Staņa and Barkāns were Žūriņš’s main allies in creating the new teaching methodology. It was at the school, under the guidance of master Emma Skujiņa, that Barkāns and Ozoliņa learned weaving skills. In the evenings, after the students of the weaving class had gone home, the two took their turn at the looms.

Georgs Barkāns developed Proto-Renaissance and Cubism inspired composition principles and cultivated a colour palette that was both saturated and nuanced. The works were rich in historical references, drawing on Latvian ethnography, the architecture of Riga, the heritage of world cultures, and often ventured into the realm of mythology. The image of the unicorn held a particular fascination for him – Barkāns reimagined European textile art classics, including a 14th–15th century tapestry series by an unknown author, which he had the opportunity to study at the Cluny, National Museum of the Middle Ages in Paris.
Georgs Barkāns’ first solo exhibition took place in Riga in 1965. His works have been exhibited at the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design (MDAD, 1996), several times at St. Peter’s Church (1988, 2005, 2011), at the Architects’ House (1984) in Riga, as well as in regional museums. The 1993 solo exhibition in Kolding, Denmark, was especially important for the artist. Author’s works are preserved in the collections of MDAD, the Artists’ Union of Latvia, the Riga Stradiņš University, the Bank of Latvia, Cesvaine Palace, and elsewhere.

The exhibition Shelter for the Unicorn brings together the most valuable works from Georgs Barkāns’ extensive creative legacy, as the artist and his wife Dzidra Ozoliņa seemed to possess inexhaustible artistic energy. After the Soviet period, both continued to work actively, facing the challenges of a new era. Visitors will see large-format tapestries, batiks and assemblages from the collections of the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design, the Museum of the Artists’ Union of Latvia, Cesvaine Palace, the Latvian Museum of Architecture, and Antonija Gallery, as well as photographs by Atis Ieviņš. The exhibition curator Vilnis Vējš and the visual dramaturgy author, award-winning scenographer Reinis Dzudzilo, have created the exposition in a way that honours the symmetry principle cultivated by Georgs Barkāns and unveils the unique character of the MDAD building – the oldest sacred structure in Riga.
Text by Vilnis Vējš
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Exhibition curator:

Vilnis Vējš, Exhibition Curator / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art
Ph: (+371) 65 802 006, E: Vilnis.Vejs@lnmm.gov.lv
Exhibition scenography:

Reinis Dzudzilo, artist
Graphic design:

Reinis Dzudzilo, Irēna Ansava, Anna Ceipe
Exhibition team:
Inese Baranovska, Head of the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art
Līga Brice, Senior Specialist / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art
Ivonna Zīle, Curator of Education / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / 

Latvian National Museum of Art

Līva Kubulniece, Communication Specialist / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / 

Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 28 381 129, E: Liva.Kubulniece@lnmm.gov.lv
INTERNET SOURCES:

https://lnmm.gov.lv
FACEBOOK: Dekoratīvās mākslas un dizaina muzejs
X: @DMDMmuzejs
INSTAGRAM: @DMDMmuzejs
YOUTUBE: muzejsDMDM
#lnmm

#DMDMmuzejs

#MansMuzejs

The Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Skārņu iela 10, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:

Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays 11.00–17.00, ticket office 11.00–16.45

Wednesdays 11.00–19.00, ticket office 11.00–18.45

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:
Adults:
7,00 EUR

Pupils, students, seniors:
3,50 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 7,00–10,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Free entry is also for (valid status identification card required): pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care; day-care centre, crisis centre and special education pupils; children placed in a social rehabilitation centre and accompanying persons (one teacher or one person per 10 children or pupils); children under 18 years with a disability; persons with a disability 1st and 2nd group; one person accompanying either a child under 18 years with a disability or a person with disability of 1st group; a sign language interpreter accompanying a person with disability of 1st, 2nd or 3rd group; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools; full- and part-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia; students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, cultural heritage, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training; members of the Latvian Artists’ Union; employees of Latvian museums; members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM); members of the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS); Friend of the LNMA card holders; participants of the museum programmes Volunteer Programme and Youth Club; media representatives who are covering museum events; group leaders or teachers (minimum 10 persons); Ukrainian citizens; visitors to events organised by the museum during the annual international campaign European Night of Museums and the contemporary culture forum White Night; all visitors to the permanent exhibition on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.
PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
1.
Georgs Barkāns. 1989. Photographer: Atis Ieviņš. LNMA archive. Publicity image
2-3.
Georgs Barkāns with his wife Dzidra Ozoliņa. 1989. Photographer: Atis Ieviņš. LNMA archive. Publicity image
4.
Georgs Barkāns. Undated. Photographer: Atis Ieviņš. LNMA archive. Publicity image
5.
Staff room interior of the Riga Secondary School of Applied Arts. Designed by Georgs Barkāns, executed by the school students. 1965. Photograph from the collection of Aiva Žūriņa. Publicity image
6.
Georgs Barkāns. Doves. 1965. Cotton, batik. Collection of the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design. Publicity photo
7.
Georgs Barkāns. Legend. 1974. Wool, linen, mixed technique. Collection of the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design. Publicity photo
8.
Georgs Barkāns. Linden Tree (Garden). 1976. Wool, linen, mixed technique. 
Collection of the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design. Publicity photo
9.
Georgs Barkāns. The Taming of the Unicorn. Part I of the triptych. 1987. Wool, linen, mixed technique. Collection of the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design. Publicity photo
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