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Riga, 19 May 2022

Vêtements modèles. Model Clothes
25 May – 25 September 2022
The Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Great Hall

Skārņu iela 10, Riga, LV-1050, Latvia

Media tour of exhibition on 24 May 2022 at 12.00

Registration of participants: 11.30–12.00

From 25 May to 25 September 2022, the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design in Riga (Skārņu iela 10) presents the exhibition Vêtements modèles. Model Clothes – the most important cultural project realised in Latvia in connection with the French Presidency of the Council of the European Union.

The exhibition Vêtements modèles. Model Clothes has been produced in collaboration with the Museum of Civilizations of Europe and the Mediterranean (Musée des civilisations de l’Europe et de la Méditerranée, Le Mucem) in Marseille (France) and the French Institute in Latvia. In 2020, it was presented in Marseille to great acclaim and now is offered to the Latvian public in an expanded version.
Why did the tank top, known colloquially as “maika”, and the blue French worker’s jacket become the fundament and inspiration for the fashion industry? How did the Scottish tartan skirt, or kilt, and canvas shoes, espadrilles, which are identified with a specific geographic region, spread across the globe to become a staple in almost every wardrobe? And what were the ways tracksuit bottoms managed to move from the gym to the very centre of urban culture, inspiring the haute couture legend Yves Saint-Laurent (1936–2008)?

Seeing fashion as a phenomenon of social anthropology, the exhibition traces the journey of five items of clothing across centuries and fashion movements. Retaining their original designs, the tank top, espadrilles, worker’s jacket, jogging costume and Scottish kilt exemplify longevity at a time when this concept is being re-evaluated. Retaining their original materials and technologies, garments which were originally conceived for precise functions at work, have, over the years, become archetypes – models and sources for subsequent interpretations. Reintroduced and approved, these garments reflect social history, having been elevated to the status of symbols, appropriated by political events and social movements.

From ethnographic Scottish folk costume to Vivienne Westwood (1941) and fast fashion. From the factory workshop to the catwalk of a fashion house. Centred on textiles, this exhibition with more than 200 objects – including both icons of haute couture and ready-to-wear clothing and underwear – in dialogue with drawings, graphic art, historical magazines, archive photographs and films as well as contemporary video clips tell a story of fashion as an important phenomenon of social life. At the same time, the exposition highlights the role of craftsmanship, bringing forward questions related to the preservation of cultural heritage as well as underlining sustainability in design.

The exhibition in Riga is accompanied by analogue exhibits and archival documents from local memory institutions, mapping Latvian phenomena alongside processes in European fashion and society. One of the legendary handwritings belongs to the artist Gustavs Klucis (1895–1938) whose legacy even today can bring awe and enlightenment. The works of this brilliant representative of the Avant-garde are included in the exhibition since – similar to the processes in the world of fashion – they represent a controversial time, leaving an indelible impression on the history of art and culture.
The exhibition is an interdisciplinary research and educational project, successfully bringing together several culture organisations in Latvia and France. It is made with the participation of Latvian fashion designers (MAREUNROL’S, Agnese Narņicka and others) and students from the departments of environmental art and fashion design at the Art Academy of Latvia. The exhibition is accompanied by creative workshops and discussions about the sustainability of design and the importance of the study of historical materials.
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Partners:

Latvia: French Institute in Latvia, Art Academy of Latvia, National Library of Latvia, National History Museum of Latvia, Museum of the History of Riga and Navigation, Latvian Sports Museum, Jūrmala City Museum
France: Bibliothèque nationale de France, Médiathèque de l’architecture et du patrimoine, Direction des Musées de Marseille, Musée Yves Saint-Laurent, Museum of Decorative Arts, Earthenware and Fashion in Marseille (Musée des Arts décoratifs, de la Faïence et de la Mode), Musée national d’art moderne / Centre de création industrielle, Vivienne Westwood Limited, private collectors
Author of exhibition idea and curator:
Isabelle Crampes, www.detoujours.com
Exhibition curator in Riga:
Inese Baranovska, Head of the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 67 830 900, E: Inese.Baranovska@lnmm.lv
Exhibition team:

Austra Stupele / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art

Rūta Rinka / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art
Dace Ļaviņa / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art
Exhibition design:

Martins Vizbulis and students of the Department of Environmental Art of the Art Academy of Latvia
Graphic design:

Eltons Kūns / Latvian National Museum of Art

Education programme:
Dārta Dīriņa / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art
Agrita Pore / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art
Kristīne Šica / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art
Communication:

Ulla Ozollapa, Communication Specialist / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / 

Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 67 222 235, GSM: (+371) 20 224 211, E: Ulla.Ozollapa@lnmm.lv
INTERNET SOURCES:
www.lnmm.lv
FACEBOOK: Dekoratīvās mākslas un dizaina muzejs
TWITTER: @DMDMmuzejs
INSTAGRAM: @DMDMmuzejs
YOUTUBE: muzejsDMDM
#lnmm

#DMDMmuzejs

#MansMuzejs

The Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Skārņu iela 10, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:

Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays 11.00–17.00, ticket office 11.00–16.45

Wednesdays 11.00–19.00, ticket office 11.00–18.45

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
3,50 EUR

Schoolchildren, students, seniors:
2,00 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 5,00–7,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; Ukrainian citizens by presenting an identity document or other document proving Ukrainian citizenship; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES AT THE MUSEUM:

1. Please do not visit the museum, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, or if you must be in self-isolation, home quarantine or strict isolation. The museum has the right to prohibit the entry to the museum to persons with signs of respiratory infection and ask them to leave the museum.

2. During the visit, a distance of 2 meters from other visitors and museum staff must be kept. If possible, a one-way flow of visitors is organized in the museum premises to ensure the distance of 2 meters.

3. Please use contactless payment and bank cards or register on Mobilly mobile app and conveniently purchase tickets on your phone.

4. Please take care of hand disinfection. Museums’ premises and surfaces are regularly cleaned and disinfected.

PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
1.
Gustavs Klucis. The Swallows (Diving). Design for a postcard for the All-Union Spartakiada in Moscow. 1928. Coloured paper application, photomontage, gouache on paper. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art. Publicity photo
2.
Alfrēds Švedrēvics. Sigulda ziemā aicina ciemā [Sigulda Invites You to Visit in Winter]. Poster. Undated. Lithograph on paper. Printed by A/S Ernsts Plates. Publicity photo
3.
Romanian model Renée Perle in the resort of Juan-les-Pins. May 1930. 
Photo: Jacques Henri Lartigue. Publicity photo
4.
Winter Set. Designer: Elsa Schiaparelli. 1931. Photo: Séeberger frères. Publicity photo
5.
Miss Eirope in Summer Costume. Designer: Jacques Heim. September 1931. 
Photo: Séeberger frères. Publicity photo
6.
Participants of the All-Union 10 City Youth Tournament from Latvia. 1948. 

Archive of the Latvian Sports Museum. Publicity photo
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