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CREO ERGO SUM

Baltic Contemporary Ceramic Art
Exhibition in the framework of the 3rd Latvia Ceramics Biennale
3 August – 3 October 2021
The Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Great Hall

Skārņu iela 10, Riga, LV-1050, Latvia

Media tour of exhibition on 6 August 2021 at 12.00

Registration of participants: 11.30–12.00

Exhibition opening: meeting with artists and curators on 6 August 2021 at 14.00–19.00
In the framework of the 3rd Latvia Ceramics Biennale programme, from 3 August to 3 October 2021, the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design in Riga (Skārņu iela 10) will host a Baltic contemporary ceramic art exhibition CREO ERGO SUM.

The exhibition CREO ERGO SUM or I CREATE THEREFORE I AM organized by the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design in cooperation with Latvian Centre for Contemporary Ceramics and Daugavpils Mark Rothko Art Centre is aimed to acquaint the public with the most prominent artists of contemporary ceramics in the Baltic States and identify the current state and development of the field in terms of altering concepts in the globally influenced world.
The 21st century is marked by the growing popularity and recognition of ceramics which today plays the role of a medium widely used in contemporary art contexts. Describing the current reawakening of ceramics, visual art researchers call it the “new video” and the “taste of the decade”. In the Baltic States, ceramics as a medium has always been historically significant, but in the last decade it has become still more compelling. In Latvia, this has resulted in several outstanding yearly ceramic events, along with that, artworks by individual ceramicists are frequently included in various visual art projects. In 2019, the Estonian pavilion at the Venice Biennial featured an ambitious ceramic installation by Kris Lemsalu. In turn, next year the artist duo Skuja Braden (Latvia / USA) will exhibit their porcelain works to represent Latvia at this prestigious international forum.
The exhibition at the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design showcases the works of 19 artists selected through a competition from Latvia, Lithuania, and Estonia. They share love for ceramics as a means of artistic expression, and the act of creation affirms their mission and ambition to be an artist. The Baltic contemporary ceramic exhibition invites us to realize that the creative process is essential to our being in the world. Most of the artworks on view were created during the social isolation caused by the pandemic.
Text by Aivars Baranovskis

ARTISTS:

Latvia: Kaspars Geiduks, Valda Podkalne, Dainis Pundurs, Juta Rindina, Ilona Romule, Elīna Titāne

Lithuania: Isroildžon Baroti, Eglė Einikytė-Narkevičienė, Monika Gedrimaitė, Milena Pirštelienė, Egidijus Radvenskas, Agnė Šemberaitė, Rūta Šipalytė

Estonia: Ingrid Allik, Kadi Hektor, Lauri Kilusk, Laura Põld, Leo Rohlin, Anne Türn

EXHIBITION IS ORGANIZED BY:

LNMA / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design, Daugavpils Mark Rothko Art Centre, 

Latvian Centre for Contemporary Ceramics

EXHIBITION IS SUPPORTED BY:

State Culture Capital Foundation of Latvia, Cultural Endowment of Estonia, 

Lithuanian Council for Culture
EXHIBITION CURATORS:

Aivars Baranovskis, Daugavpils Mark Rothko Art Centre / Latvia

Valentīns Petjko, Latvian Centre for Contemporary Ceramics / Latvia

Aurelija Seilienė, Ceramics Pavilion of Panevėžys City Art Gallery / Lithuania
Pille Kaleviste, Estonian Ceramics Association / Estonia
EXHIBITION CO-ORDINATOR:

Dace Ļaviņa, Curator of the Latvian Ceramics Collection, Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / 

Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 67 830904, E: Dace.Lavina@lnmm.lv
INTERNET SOURCES:

www.lnmm.lv
FACEBOOK: Dekoratīvās mākslas un dizaina muzejs

TWITTER: @DMDMmuzejs

INSTAGRAM: @DMDMmuzejs

YOUTUBE: muzejsDMDM

#lnmm

#DMDMmuzejs

#MansMuzejs

The Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Skārņu iela 10, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:

Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays 11.00–17.00, ticket office 11.00–16.45

Wednesdays 11.00–19.00, ticket office 11.00–18.45

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
3,50 EUR

Schoolchildren, students, seniors:
2,00 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 5,00–7,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES AT THE MUSEUM:

1. Please do not visit the museum, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, or if you must be in self-isolation, home quarantine or strict isolation. The museum has the right to prohibit the entry to the museum to persons with signs of respiratory infection and ask them to leave the museum.

2. LNMA museums are open only to individual visitors or members of one household.

3. Every museum visitor from the age of 7 must wear a face mask.

4. LNMA museums do not provide services to people who do not comply with epidemiological safety requirements, including the use of a face mask.

5. During the visit, a distance of 2 meters from other visitors and museum staff must be kept, information in visual instructions and audio announcements, as well as instructions from museum staff must be followed.
6. Please use contactless payment and bank cards or register on Mobilly mobile app and conveniently purchase tickets on your phone.

7. Each museum has set a maximum number of visitors who can be in the building at the same time, providing at least 25 m² of space per person.

8. If possible, a one-way flow of visitors is organized in the museum premises to ensure the distance of 2 meters.

9. Please take care of hand disinfection. Museums’ premises and surfaces are regularly cleaned and disinfected.

10. Before visiting the LNMA, please check out our latest guidelines regarding prevention, and risk reduction regarding transmission of the current coronavirus in COVID-19 section on museum’s homepage: http://www.lnmm.lv/en/visit/covid_19.

PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
1.
Kaspars Geiduks (Latvia). Nests (Variations About Space). 2020–2021. 
Stoneware, wood firing. Courtesy of the artist. Photo: Didzis Grodzs
2.
Valda Podkalne (Latvia). Three Clouds. 2020. Wood, porcelain, twine, mixed media. 
Courtesy of the artist. Photo: Didzis Grodzs

3.
Dainis Pundurs (Latvia). Porcelain and Conscious Dreams. 2017. Porcelain, stainless steel wire. 

Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
4-5.
Dainis Pundurs (Latvia). Porcelain and Conscious Dreams. 2017. Porcelain, stainless steel wire. 

Courtesy of the artist. Photo: Viktorija Eksta
6.
Juta Rindina (Latvia). Still Life. 2018–2021. Stoneware, porcelain, glaze. Courtesy of the artist. 
Photo: Didzis Grodzs
7.
Ilona Romule (Latvia). Balloons. 2019–2021. Porcelain, glaze, gold chroming, silver. 
Courtesy of the artist. Photo: Didzis Grodzs

8.
Isroildžon Baroti (Lithuania). Integration. 2017. Stoneware, glazes. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
9.
Eglė Einikytė-Narkevičienė (Lithuania). Blue Flow I. 2021. Stoneware, pigments. Courtesy of the artist. 

Publicity photo
10.
Rūta Šipalytė (Lithuania). The City. 2017. Slab built, white clay, stoneware and porcelain, glazes, lusters. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
11.
Kadi Hektor (Estonia). Fragile Enigmatic Mechanism. 2021. Stoneware, porcelain, golden lustre. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
12.
Kadi Hektor (Estonia). Almost Perfect Collapse. 2021. Stoneware, porcelain, glaze. 
Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
13.
Leo Rohlin (Estonia). Vision III. 2009–2014. White glossy glaze, cobalt oxide, Philips head screws. 

Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
14-15.
Anne Türn (Estonia). Red Rain. 2021. Paperclay, recycled glass, glaze. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
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