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MASS  MEDIA  RELEASE

Riga, 8 May 2024 [last update: 13.05.2024]
The Genetic Code of Memory. Azerbaijani Carpets
16 May – 15 September 2024

Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Great Hall

Skārņu iela 10, Riga
Media tour of exhibition on 15 May 2024 at 12.00

Registration of participants: 11.30–12.00
To mark the 30th anniversary of the establishment of the diplomatic relations between Azerbaijan and Latvia, from 16 May to 15 September 2024, the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design in Riga (Skārņu iela 10), in cooperation with the Embassy of the Republic of Azerbaijan to Latvia and the Open Joint Stock Company Azerkhalcha, hosts a unique collection exhibition The Genetic Code of Memory. Azerbaijani Carpets.
Genetic memory is a part of the culture and morality of human society and is the main subject of the exhibition The Genetic Code of Memory. Azerbaijani Carpets. Over time, it has found its expression in the traditions of carpet weaving. Threads, knots, patterns – Azerbaijani carpet is not just a beautiful interior item, but the life of a whole nation woven over thousands of years. Azerbaijani carpets are known worldwide for their authentic ornamentation, composition, and colour solution.

In the history of world cultural heritage, the art of carpet weaving is the absolute pinnacle that creates a unified space of thought, reason and mind. It contains a narrative of legends and facts, losses and victories, pride for the past and hope for a beautiful future. In 2010, the traditional art of the Azerbaijani carpet weaving was inscribed on the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

The Open Joint Stock Company Azerkhalcha (Azərxalça) is the only carpet manufacturer in Azerbaijan with a multi-generational workforce, 100% of whom are female artisans from rural areas that is vital for the sustainable development of the region. The main task of Azerkhalcha is the contemporary and dynamic evolution of the art of carpet weaving, while preserving the centuries-old craft.

The Riga exhibition collection created by the factory is a collective work of artists and master craftsmen based on ancient traditions and innovative searches of modern designers. Alongside, the exposition gives an idea of the similarities between Latvian and Azerbaijani ornaments, reflecting various aspects of cultural interaction, historical connections or themes that have influenced the culture of both countries. The solar signs, swastikas, animal and bird images woven into the carpets, their compositional patterns in ornamental decoration are essential evidence of the endless interpenetration of beliefs, values, and echo common art traditions.
Adding to the cultural and historical ties between Latvia and Azerbaijan, as well as celebrating the 150th anniversary of the Latvian master of applied arts Jūlijs Straume (1874–1970), the exhibition organically showcases the artist’s ethnographic heritage realized and studied in the territory of Azerbaijan – original carpet patterns, which he recorded and coloured in his photographs during expeditions. Jūlijs Straume’s enthusiasm, knowledge, and experience promoted the adoption of new Turkic knot rug weaving technique that had not been used in Latvia before, becoming beloved and popular in the 1930s.
As a tribute to the contribution of the master, the permanent exposition on the 2nd floor of the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design (MDAD) has been complemented with his artworks rarely displayed before and a specially prepared video story about the life and oeuvre of Jūlijs Straume. Moreover, the series of lectures Classical Values will include a set of thematic readings about the artist – Laikmeta Straume.

Thanks to the initiative of the Embassy of Azerbaijan and Azerkhalcha OJSC, the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design is honoured to accept a donation from PASHA Holding Limited Liability Company and PASHA Bank Open Joint Stock Company. The MDAD Textile Art Collection will be complemented by three carpets of contemporary design created after the idea of the internationally recognized Azerbaijani fashion artist Rufat Ismayil. In these new works, author interprets the traditional ornaments of his ancestors in a contemporary language.

The Museum of Decorative Arts and Design is truly pleased to have the opportunity to organize this impressive exhibition of the Azerbaijani carpet collection – the first large-scale show of Azerbaijani textile art in Riga which provides a deeper insight into the heritability of national weaving techniques and at the same time proves that the seemingly far can become close.

The specially prepared educational and event programme, including showcasing the traditional loom weaving process, will help visitors explore Azerbaijan’s cultural, historical, and artistic traditions, as well as perceive the possible link between the cultural and historical heritages of both countries.
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Exhibition guest curator:
Emin Mammadov, Chairman of the Board / Open Joint Stock Company Azerkhalcha, 
Honored worker of culture of the Republic of Azerbaijan
Exhibition curators:

Inese Baranovska, Head of the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 67 830 900, E: Inese.Baranovska@lnmm.lv
Rūta Rinka, Curator of the Latvian Textile Art Collection / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / 

Latvian National Museum of Art
Ph: (+371) 67 830 912, E: Ruta.Rinka@lnmm.lv
Graphic design:

Eltons Kūns / Latvian National Museum of Art

Technical solutions, construction:

Uldis Timoško, Modris Esserts / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art

Exhibition coordination and communication:

Inese Baranovska, Head of the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art

Līga Brice, Senior Specialist / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art

Līva Kubulniece, Communication Specialist / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / 

Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 28 381 129, E: Liva.Kubulniece@lnmm.lv
Education programme:
Agrita Pore, Curator of Education / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art

Ivonna Zīle, Curator of Education / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art
INTERNET SOURCES:

www.lnmm.lv
www.azerxalca.az
FACEBOOK: Dekoratīvās mākslas un dizaina muzejs
TWITTER: @DMDMmuzejs
INSTAGRAM: @DMDMmuzejs
YOUTUBE: muzejsDMDM
#lnmm

#DMDMmuzejs

#MansMuzejs

The Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Skārņu iela 10, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:

Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays 11.00–17.00, ticket office 11.00–16.45

Wednesdays 11.00–19.00, ticket office 11.00–18.45

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:
NB! (this ticket allows you to visit the entire museum)

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
6,00 EUR

Students, seniors:
3,00 EUR

Schoolchildren:
2,00 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 5,00–7,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; Ukrainian citizens by presenting an identity document or other document proving Ukrainian citizenship; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.

PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
1. Carpet Chalabi. Garabagh region. The origins of its composition can be traced back to the late 17th century and early 18th century during the Safavid dynasty. Open Joint Stock Company Azerkhalcha
2. Carpet Dash-Salahli. Gazakh region. The name is identical to the villages historically serving as carpet weaving centers. Carpet Shahnazarli. Guba region. The name comes from the village of Shahnazarli. Open Joint Stock Company Azerkhalcha
3. Carpet Talysh. Garabagh region. Open Joint Stock Company Azerkhalcha
4. Carpet Bakhmanly. Garabagh region. The name comes from the village Buyuk Bahmanli in the Fuzuli region. Open Joint Stock Company Azerkhalcha
5. Carpet Chelebi. Garabagh region. Wool, Turkic knotted pile weaving. Open Joint Stock Company Azerkhalcha
6. Carpet Chelebi. From the Erased collection. Garabagh region. Wool, Turkic knotted pile weaving. 

Open Joint Stock Company Azerkhalcha
7. Carpet Hunting. Shirvan region. Wool, Turkic knotted pile weaving. Open Joint Stock Company Azerkhalcha
8. Carpet Zeykhur. Guba region. Wool, Turkic knotted pile weaving. Open Joint Stock Company Azerkhalcha
9-10.
Weaving process at Open Joint Stock Company Azerkhalcha
11.
Rufat Ismayil. Carpet from the Ovchuluk collection. Wool, Turkic knotted pile weaving. Open Joint Stock Company Azerkhalcha. Donation to the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / LNMA
12.
Rufat Ismayil. Carpet from the Nakhchivan collection. Wool, Turkic knotted pile weaving. Open Joint Stock Company Azerkhalcha. Donation to the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / LNMA
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