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MASS  MEDIA  RELEASE

Riga, 5 March 2026

Art Deco to This Day. Design and Craftsmanship in France
The Mobilier National Collection. The Esterkin Family Collection
12 March – 17 May 2026
Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Great Hall

Skārņu iela 10, Riga
Media tour of exhibition on 10 March at 14.00

Registration of participants: 13.30–14.00
From 12 March to 17 May 2026, the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design in Riga (Skārņu iela 10) invites to visit the exhibition Art Deco to This Day. Design and Craftsmanship in France presenting a powerful testament to the enduring value of craftsmanship and the creative synergy between designers and makers in today’s globalized and standardized world.
Alongside tapestries and furniture from the French Mobilier national (MN, National Furniture Foundation) collection, the exhibition is further enriched by a selection of Daum Art Deco glass vases, courtesy of the Esterkin family’s private collection. These exceptional pieces, the likes of which are rarely on display in Latvian museums and collections, offer a nuanced insight into the heritage and legacy of European and French design and craftsmanship.
Following the 2018 exhibition Colour of Gobelins, held as part of the 6th Riga International Textile and Fibre Art Triennial Tradition and Innovation, the Latvian National Museum of Art established a productive co-operation with the French experts at the Mobilier national. This partnership has proven to be a valuable exchange of expertise and has this year resulted in a new ambitious project, offering the Latvian public the chance to explore a rich collection that highlights the creative collaboration of designers and makers from the Art Deco period to the present day.
Since 1 January 2025, all the historical manufactories have been joined under the National Manufactories, Sèvres and National Furniture Foundation (Manufactures nationales, Sèvres & Mobilier national). It is governed by the Ministry of Culture of France that is also supervising, besides others, the Gobelin manufactory and its museum in Paris, Beauvais manufactory, Sèvres porcelain manufactory and its museum. Championing art and craftsmanship since the 17th century, the Foundation’s mission is to ensure the preservation and restoration of unique collections, as well as the passing on of specialist knowledge and skills. This institution is a significant guardian of cultural heritage and a leading force in the development of contemporary French decorative arts and design.

The Mobilier national manufactures and restores tens of thousands of objects and pieces of furniture used in interior design and decoration for buildings in France and abroad. More than 340 employees ensure that the institution upholds the highest standards of quality. Atelier de Recherche et de Création (ARC), a centre for research and creative work, fosters innovation in contemporary design in France. With seven restoration workshops specializing in wood, metal and textiles, the Mobilier national preserves and promotes cultural heritage while maintaining a resolutely forward-looking approach, nurturing the vitality of artistic creation and contemporary design.

In 1925, the French government launched the ambitious International Exhibition of Modern Decorative and Industrial Arts in Paris with a clear objective – to showcase and celebrate contemporary French design. This exhibition of innovative ideas sparked the global rise of Art Deco style, leaving a lasting impact on 20th-century design as a whole. Its hallmarks – bold, symmetrical patterns, clean lines and aerodynamic, streamlined forms – have influenced architecture, interior design and fashion to this day. A century after its debut in Paris, the Art Deco movement continues to inspire with its modern sensibility, elegance and formal freedom, evoking a sense of nostalgia by bringing together perspectives of the past and the present. Visitors will be able to fully appreciate this by exploring the objects and the exceptional Daum Art Deco vases from the Esterkin family collection on display.

Daum is a crystal studio based in Nancy, France, founded in 1878 by Jean Daum (1825–1885). Jean’s sons Auguste Daum (1853–1909) and Antonin Daum (1864–1931) oversaw its growth, and during the burgeoning Art Nouveau era, created one of the most prominent glassware manufacturers in France. At the 1900 Universal Exhibition in Paris, Daum was awarded the Grand Prix. The company competed closely with Gallé, and following the death of Émile Gallé in 1904, Daum became a leading force in the field of decorative glass in France, refining its distinctive style during the Art Deco period.
Leonid Esterkin acquired his first Daum Art Deco vase, featuring a geometric pattern, before he was aware of the long-standing traditions of this Nancy-based company. The purchase ignited a passion for further research and the thrill of collecting, ultimately leading him to build one of the most beautiful and valuable private collections of Daum Art Deco glassware. Leonid Esterkin is pleased to share his enthusiasm with the Latvian public by presenting some of the collection’s finest items.

The exhibition at the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design showcases historically outstanding samples of design and craftsmanship covering the period from Art Deco to the nowadays. Exposition represents works created by Leonetto Cappiello (1875–1942), Raoul Dufy (1877–1953), Jean Lurçat (1892–1966), Sonia Delaunay (1885–1979), Victor Vasarely (1906–1997), Sylvain Dubuisson (1946), Philippe Starck (1949), and other remarkable French designers, artists and architects.
The exhibition’s visual concept was developed by internationally acclaimed Latvian designer Artūrs Analts, whose aim is to emphasize the superior artistic quality and craftsmanship of each object on display.
The exhibition is organized with the support of the Latvian National Museum of Art’s long-standing partners – the French Institute in Latvia and the French Embassy in Latvia. The museum would like to thank the State Culture Capital Foundation, Rietumu Banka and its Future Supporting Fund for their invaluable contribution and for recognizing the importance of this project.
Text by Inese Baranovska
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Exhibition curator:

Inese Baranovska, Head of the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 67 830 900, E: Inese.Baranovska@lnmm.gov.lv
Exhibition scenography, graphic design:

Artūrs Analts, artist
Exhibition team:

Dita Podskočija, Cultural Attaché / French Insitute in Latvia
Līga Brice, Senior Specialist / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art
Elza Elīza Ilješāne, Curator of Education / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / 

Latvian National Museum of Art
Līva Kubulniece, Communication Specialist / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / 

Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 28 381 129, E: Liva.Kubulniece@lnmm.gov.lv
INTERNET SOURCES:

https://lnmm.gov.lv
FACEBOOK: Dekoratīvās mākslas un dizaina muzejs
X: @DMDMmuzejs
INSTAGRAM: @DMDMmuzejs
YOUTUBE: muzejsDMDM
#lnmm

#DMDMmuzejs

#MansMuzejs

The Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Skārņu iela 10, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:

Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays, Sundays 11.00–17.00, ticket office 11.00–16.45

Wednesdays, Fridays 11.00–19.00, ticket office 11.00–18.45

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:
Adults:
9,00 EUR

Pupils, students, seniors:
4,50 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 7,00–10,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Free entry is also for (valid status identification card required): pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care; day-care centre, crisis centre and special education pupils; children placed in a social rehabilitation centre and accompanying persons (one teacher or one person per 10 children or pupils); children under 18 years with a disability; persons with a disability 1st and 2nd group; one person accompanying either a child under 18 years with a disability or a person with disability of 1st group; a sign language interpreter accompanying a person with disability of 1st, 2nd or 3rd group; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools; full- and part-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia; students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, cultural heritage, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training; members of the Latvian Artists’ Union; employees of Latvian museums; members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM); members of the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS); Friend of the LNMA card holders; participants of the museum programmes Volunteer Programme and Youth Club; media representatives who are covering museum events; group leaders or teachers (minimum 10 persons); Ukrainian citizens; visitors to events organised by the museum during the annual international campaign European Night of Museums and the contemporary culture forum White Night; all visitors to the permanent exhibition on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.
PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
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Louis Billotey (1883–1940). The Departure of the Riders. Tapestry. 1937. Wool, silk. 
Mobilier national collection. Photo: Isabelle Bideau

2.
Vase made of smoked glass with a white glass outer layer, acid-etched with geometric patterns. 1923. Esterkin family collection. Publicity photo
3.
Vase with engraved stylized floral motif. 1924. Esterkin family collection. Publicity photo
4.
Egg-shaped vase with engraved deer image. 1925. Esterkin family collection. Publicity photo
5.
Vase made of reddish-brown glass, blown into a pre-prepared grooved mould. 1926. 

Esterkin family collection. Publicity photo
6.
Vase with the popular blue bell (campanula) motif on a cloudy white background. 1927. 

Esterkin family collection. Publicity photo
7.
Vase with engraved geometric ornament. 1935. Esterkin family collection. Publicity photo
8.
Leonetto Cappiello (1875–1942), Francis Jourdain (1876–1958). Parrots. Fireplace screen. 1925. Wool, silk, amboyna wood. Mobilier national collection. Photo: Isabelle Bideau

9.
Jean Lurçat (1892–1966), Éric Bagge (1890–1978). Odalisque. Fireplace screen. 1933. 
Tapestry, wool, silk, mahogany, wood. Mobilier national collection. Photo: Isabelle Bideau
10.
Raoul Dufy (1877–1953), André Groult (1884–1966). Champs-Élysées. 

Chairs from the furniture suite Paris. 1933. Wool, textile, lacquered beechwood with gilded decoration. Mobilier national collection. Photo: Isabelle Bideau
11.
Leonetto Cappiello (1875–1942). Spring. Tapestry. 1934. Wool. Mobilier national collection. 
Photo: Isabelle Bideau

12.
Jean-Camille Bellaigue (1893–1931), Georges Bourgeois (1898–1937). Furniture design series Aviation. 1937. Wool tapestry, stainless steel. Mobilier national collection. Photo: Isabelle Bideau

13.
Victor Vasarely (1906–1997). Domb A. Tapestry. 1979. Wool. Mobilier national collection. 
Photo: Isabelle Bideau

14.
Sylvain Dubuisson (1946). Suite ingénue. Armchair. 1991. Painted leather, lacquered steel, metal, synthetic resin. Mobilier national collection. Photo: Isabelle Bideau

15.
Christian Ghion (1958). Armchair. 2013. Carbon fibre shell, epoxy resin, glossy varnish. 
Mobilier national collection. Photo: Isabelle Bideau
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