[image: image1.jpg]LATVIAN
NATIONAL
MUSEUM
OF ART




MASS  MEDIA  RELEASE

Riga, 12 January 2022 [last update: 01.03.2022]
Anda Munkevica. Crossroads
Personal Exhibition
15 January – 3 April 2022
The Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Great Hall

Skārņu iela 10, Riga, LV-1050, Latvia

Media tour of exhibition on 14 January 2022 at 12.00

Registration of participants: 11.30–12.00. Safe event *

From 15 January to 3 April 2022, the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design in Riga (Skārņu iela 10) will host a personal exhibition by Latvian glass artist Anda Munkevica Crossroads.

Anda Munkevica is the leading glass artist in Latvia, having worked in this medium for more than thirty years. She embodies existential reflections and examines ethical dilemmas in allegorical and symbolic images. The artist’s ambitious spatial installations and extended cycles of work are characterised by philosophical contemplation. Anda Munkevica fluently applies a broad spectrum of technological treatments of glass. Glass is tinted, molten, bent, constructed, cut, torn, polished, engraved and treated in many other ways, stepping into the field of original solutions. With remarkable mastery, artist uses the material’s plastic and visual properties and composes the interplay of colour and light, creating a unique sensuality that belongs to glass alone. Sculptor Gleb Panteleyev believes that “her works vividly reveal what is sculpturally significant”.
Anda Munkevica’s personal exhibition Crossroads at the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design presents compositions created over the past five years. Most of the works have been created especially for this show. The project’s main thematic motif is the moment of transition, a crossroads. These are crossroads of time and crossroads of action, when we encounter existential challenges and no external markers help us find our direction – we are forced to look inside, to ask questions from our conscience, make our choices and find the light for the way forward.
The crossroads theme in the exhibition plays out in two large compositions. The installation The Identity Path and the set Under the Spell of Time consisting of three series:The Black Horses, The White Horses and The Blue Horses. So-called Horse series juxtapose peace, reconciliation, eroticism and tender harmony with creativity, restless spirit, power, and destruction. These allegories represent the full circle of life – with its periods of stability and moments of divergence – the full cardiogram of life. The installation Identity Path depicts a sort of purgatory – a ritual that guides the viewer through an experience of a twist of fate, at first breaking you down but then, gradually, leading to a rebirth and new ascent. Other works, including Society, Sisyphi, Observers, expand on the exhibition theme, linking it to different aspects of social reality or encouraging to appreciate the timeless qualities of the artworks on display.

“For over 30 years, glass has been like a partner to me. With a special and unique communication between us. Why glass? I work, live and think in this material. It simultaneously is strong and fragile, fiery and icy. A material that does not forgive mistakes. It takes time, effort, sweat and tears, giving joy, a feeling of celebration and indescribable happiness in return. I use this material to reveal the space of thoughts and feelings, its inner structure and essence, and to fill it with light,” says Anda Munkevica about her enduring interest in this material.
About the artist
Anda Munkevica graduated from the Art Academy of Latvia’s Department of Glass Art and Design under Professor Tenis Grasis Jr. and Arnolds Vilbergs (BA, 1998) as well as Bruno Strautiņš (MA, 2001), while in 2021 she earned a second Master’s degree, graduating from the Department of Sculpture.

In the late 1990s, Anda Munkevica went to further her knowledge in the USA – at Eastlake Glass Studio and Pratt Fine Arts Centre as well as Pilchuk Glass School, founded by Dale Chihuly, under American artist Curtiss Brock and Czech glass artist Jan Mares. Having returned to Latvia, Anda Munkevica together with her husband founded the glass design company AM studio, which she has been heading for 20 years.
The artist has held 14 personal exhibitions in Latvia and abroad, having taken part in more than 60 group exhibitions, festivals, biennials and symposia in 19 countries. Anda Munkevica’s works are held in museums in the USA, Belgium, Japan, Russia, China, Ukraine, Hungary, Germany as well as in Latvia – in the collection of the Museum of Decorative Art and Design, the collections of other organisations, institutions and private individuals.
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Organiser of the exhibition:
Latvian National Museum of Art / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design
Exhibition concept:
Anda Munkevica, glass artist, founder of AM studio
Exhibition curators:
Iliana Veinberga, art scholar
Inese Baranovska, Head of the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 67 830 900, E: Inese.Baranovska@lnmm.lv
Curatorial assistant:
Austra Stupele / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art

Graphic design:
Ieva Vīriņa

Eltons Kūns / Latvian National Museum of Art

Photos:
Jānis Deinats
Video frames:
Dainis Kļava / VFS
Horses:

Sandra Zaiceva / Zirgzandales
Activities with sand:

Black Lights
Sand solutions in artworks:

Artūrs Igoveņš / Dizainstudija A
Audiovisual solutions:
Arthur Khnykin
Lightning solutions:
Uldis Timoško / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art

Oskars Pauliņš

Technical solutions, construction:
Oskars Plataiskalns / Dekorāciju darbnīca Ltd.
Transportation:

Zebra Cargo
Education programme:
Dārta Dīriņa / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art
Agrita Pore / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art
Communication:
Anete Piņķe, Communication Specialist / Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art
Ph: (+371) 67 222 235, E: Anete.Pinke@lnmm.lv
Gratitude for suggestions about the exhibition design:

Valentin Pyetko, Bruno Strautiņš, Dainis Gudovskis, Margarita Budze, Martins Vizbulis

Special thanks to the artist’s colleagues:

AM studio
INTERNET SOURCES:

www.lnmm.lv
FACEBOOK: Dekoratīvās mākslas un dizaina muzejs
TWITTER: @DMDMmuzejs
INSTAGRAM: @DMDMmuzejs
YOUTUBE: muzejsDMDM
#lnmm

#DMDMmuzejs

#MansMuzejs

The Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Skārņu iela 10, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:

Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays 11.00–17.00, ticket office 11.00–16.45

Wednesdays 11.00–19.00, ticket office 11.00–18.45

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
3,50 EUR

Schoolchildren, students, seniors:
2,00 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 5,00–7,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES AT THE MUSEUM:

1. Please do not visit the museum, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, or if you must be in self-isolation, home quarantine or strict isolation. The museum has the right to prohibit the entry to the museum to persons with signs of respiratory infection and ask them to leave the museum.

2. Every museum visitor from the age of 7 must wear a medical face mask or unvalved respirator with a level of safety FFP2 – FFP3 or KN95. Children between the ages of 7 and 11 are able to use non-medical (fabric) masks. Please use a face mask correctly, covering the nose and mouth, throughout the visit.

3. LNMA museums do not provide services to people who do not comply with epidemiological safety requirements, including the correct use of a face mask.

4. During the visit, a distance of 2 meters from other visitors and museum staff must be kept. If possible, a one-way flow of visitors is organized in the museum premises to ensure the distance of 2 meters.

5. Please use contactless payment and bank cards or register on Mobilly mobile app and conveniently purchase tickets on your phone.

6. Please take care of hand disinfection. Museums’ premises and surfaces are regularly cleaned and disinfected.

7. Before visiting the LNMA, please check out our latest guidelines regarding prevention and risk reduction regarding transmission of the current Covid-19 coronavirus in the Safe visit to the museum section on LNMA’s homepage: https://www.lnmm.lv/en/safe-visit.

PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
1.
Anda Munkevica with her work Virility from the series Black Horses. 2018. Glass, fused, hot sculpted, polished. Photo: Ilmārs Znotiņš
2.
Anda Munkevica. Virility. From the series Black Horses. 2018. Glass, fused, hot sculpted, polished. Collection of Rakusui-tei Art Museum and Gardens, Japan. Photo: Ilmārs Znotiņš

3-4.
Anda Munkevica. Page in History. 2016. Overlayed glass, mold fused, engraved. 

Collection of Notojima Glass Art Museum, Japan. Photo: Ilmārs Znotiņš

5-6.
Anda Munkevica. Dance of Light. 2020. Glass, fused, hot sculpted, polished. Photo: Ilmārs Znotiņš

Press release prepared by:
Natalie Suyunshalieva

Head of Press
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