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MASS  MEDIA  RELEASE

Riga, 26 January 2026 [last update: 27.01.2026]
Wandering the Streets: Urban Visions of Latvian Modernists
31 January – 26 July 2026
Main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / 4th Floor Exhibition Halls, Cupola Hall (5th floor)
Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga
Media tour of exhibition on 30 January at 12.00

Registration of participants: 11.30–12.00
From 31 January to 26 July 2026, the exhibition Wandering the Streets: Urban Visions of Latvian Modernists is taking place in the 4th- and 5th-floor galleries of the main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art in Riga (Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1) offering insight into the relationships between the city, literature and art in the first decades of the 20th century.
The first half of the 20th century was a time of rapid change in Latvian and European culture. The exhibition invites visitors to trace the experiences of Latvian writers and artists in three significant cities – Riga, Berlin and Paris. They were flâneurs and flâneuses – leisurely observers of the city who documented modern architecture, traffic, advertising, shop windows, the sounds and rhythms of urban space in texts and images. In a similar way, visitors to the exhibition will wander among the exhibits, sensing the atmosphere of the era and becoming acquainted with its visual language.
Before the First World War, Latvian artists such as Gustavs Šķilters, Jāzeps Grosvalds and others were already strolling the streets of Paris as flâneurs. After the war, they were followed by members of the Riga Artists’ Group and by writers who were eager to share their impressions both in writing and in works of art. Latvian culture became part of the broader current of European Modernism and enriched it. Andrejs Kurcijs composed the poetry cycle The Barbarian in Paris, while Lūcija Zamaiča sold her parents’ house in Latvia in order to live in the French capital for several years and travel elsewhere as well. Berlin, in turn, inspired both the writer Linards Laicens, who devoted odes to its crowds and machinery, and the sculptor Kārlis Zāle, who, together with his apprentice Arnolds Dzirkals and Andrejs Kurcijs, published the first Latvian avant-garde art magazine, Laikmets, in the German metropolis. Alongside the major metropolises of Western Europe, Riga also powerfully inspired the works of Latvian modernist artists, writers and thinkers.

Depictions of the urban environment range from the brightly illuminated Parisian night scenes painted by Ludolfs Liberts, Jānis Tīdemanis’ scenes of city crowds and Ādolfs Zārdiņš’ fantasies, to the ghostly world of workers, street urchins and drifters on the outskirts of Riga in the poetry of Aleksandrs Čaks and Austra Skujiņa, the harsh graphics of the dandy Kārlis Padegs and the surreal description of the Daugava riverbank market in Walter Benjamin’s notes. The combination of literature and art in the exhibition highlights the social and cultural transformations of the era, revealing how Latvian modernists reflected on and interpreted the impressions and dynamics of a changing urban environment.

The exhibition title Wandering the Streets is taken from Lūcija Zamaiča’s 1923 collection of poems. The exposition brings together both canonical and lesser-known artworks, as well as poetic texts, original printed materials, photographs, and video works.
The exhibition has been created in collaboration with the Institute of Literature, Folklore and Art of the University of Latvia as the concluding event of the project Walking Through Time: Flânerie and Modernity in Latvian Interwar Culture (lzp-2022/1-0505; project leader Kārlis Vērdiņš).
The technical solutions for the exhibition are supported by LG – “Art comes alive with LG!”.
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Exhibition supporters:
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Co-operation partners:

Latvian National Museum of Literature and Music, Latvian National Museum of History, Museum of the History of Riga and Navigation, Aleksandrs Čaks Museum, Ģederts Eliass History and Art Museum of Jelgava, Valmiera Museum, Latvian State Archives of Audiovisual Documents of the National Archives of Latvia, National Library of Latvia, Library of the University of Latvia, Zuzāns Collection, Andris Kļaviņš, Valdis Villerušs, and other private collections, Deutsche Kinemathek (Berlin)

Exhibition concept:

Dr. art. Aija Brasliņa, Head of the Collections and Scientific Research Department (18th – 1st Half of the 20th Century) / Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 67 716 118, E: Aija.Braslina@lnmm.gov.lv
Dr. philol. Eva Eglāja-Kristsone, Director of the Institute of Literature, Folklore and Art / University of Latvia
Ieva Kalnača, Head of the Project Management Department / Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 67 716 123, GSM: (+371) 28 325 624, E: Ieva.Kalnaca@lnmm.gov.lv
Artis Ostups, poet, literary critic, editor of the Punctum magazine
Dr. philol. Kārlis Vērdiņš, poet, literary scholar
Exhibition design:
Dace Džeriņa, artist
Graphic design:

Mārtiņš Ratniks, artist
INTERNET SOURCES:

https://lnmm.gov.lv
FACEBOOK: Latvijas Nacionālais mākslas muzejs
X: @LNMM_muzejs
INSTAGRAM: @makslasmuzejs 
YOUTUBE: MĀKSLAS MUZEJI / LNMMvideos
#lnmm

#MansMuzejs

The main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–17.00, ticket office 10.00–16.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:
NB! (this ticket allows you also to visit the permanent exhibition)

Adults:
7,00 EUR

Pupils, students, seniors:
3,50 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 8,00–12,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Free entry is also for (valid status identification card required): pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care; day-care centre, crisis centre and special education pupils; children placed in a social rehabilitation centre and accompanying persons (one teacher or one person per 10 children or pupils); children under 18 years with a disability; persons with a disability 1st and 2nd group; one person accompanying either a child under 18 years with a disability or a person with disability of 1st group; a sign language interpreter accompanying a person with disability of 1st, 2nd or 3rd group; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools; full- and part-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia; students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, cultural heritage, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training; members of the Latvian Artists’ Union; employees of Latvian museums; members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM); members of the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS); Friend of the LNMA card holders; participants of the museum programmes Volunteer Programme and Youth Club; media representatives who are covering museum events; group leaders or teachers (minimum 10 persons); Ukrainian citizens; visitors to events organised by the museum during the annual international campaign European Night of Museums and the contemporary culture forum White Night; all visitors to the permanent exhibition on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.
PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
1.
Kaļķu Street. Riga, early 1920s. Photo: Vilis Rīdzenieks. Glass plate negative. 
Collection of the Museum of the History of Riga and Navigation. Publicity image
2.
Aleksandra Beļcova. Self-Portrait in a Hat with a Blue Brim. 1920–1921. Oil on canvas. 
Collection of the R. Suta and A. Beļcova Museum. Photo: Normunds Brasliņš

3.
Niklāvs Strunke. Cover illustration for an unpublished book by Lūcija Zamaiča In the Embrace of the Wall(s). 1923 (?). Ink and gouache on paper. Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Literature and Music. Publicity photo
4.
Kārlis Baltgailis. Cover illustration for Aleksandrs Čaks’ poetry collection Apache in Tails. 1929. 

Mixed media on paper. Collection of the Aleksandrs Čaks Museum. Photo: Gunārs Janaitis

5.
Ādolfs Zārdiņš. Summer. 1935. Watercolour, tempera, bronze, and silver on paper. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art. Publicity photo
6.
Jānis Tīdemanis. Brīvības Boulevard. 1935–1936. Oil on canvas. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art. Photo: Normunds Brasliņš

Press release prepared by:
Natalie Suyunshalieva

Head of Press
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