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From 13 May to 6 August 2023, Vineta Kaulača’s exhibition A Matter of Time is on view in the 4th Floor Exhibition Halls of the main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art in Riga (Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1).
For her exhibition at the Latvian National Museum of Art, Vineta Kaulača has created a new collection of paintings. The artist arranges them based on the existing spatial layout – three interconnected exhibition halls make it possible to show independent groups of works, which at the same time are conceptually interlinked. In the exposition, the visual language of painting is presented in dialogue with other art forms – photography, cinema and architecture.
Vineta Kaulača paints spatial structures and achieves sharpened perception by freeing them of what is unnecessary. She stops time or, to the contrary, overtakes it, carrying away the gaze in the eternity of perspective. Would it be possible to remember an event from our lives, while forgetting where it took place? Perhaps memory and subjective perception has transformed the experience of space in an entirely new form. Perhaps proportions, details have changed places or have acquired a totally different order. British art theorist and writer Sally O’Reilly writes: “This shuttling of pictorial language between the singular and the universal is an ancient mnemonic device. The art of memory was a practice developed by classical Greek orators and recounted by Cicero in his Do oratore as a tool for aiding memory… In her paintings Kaulača too has turned towards the object-image, rather than the worldly scene, elevating a mirror or a lamp to symbolic status.”

The spatial installation of miniature paintings takes advantage of the modest format of the works and makes a reference to the cult of memory which gathers and preserves the gaze absorbed in photographs. The interplay of painting, photography and installation deals with the question of painting’s possible perceptions that range from image to spatial object, embodying the principle of simultaneity. Just like we recognise the whole from fragments registered by our gaze in constant motion.
In the exhibition, the synergy of the languages of painting and cinema builds from capturing the instant at the moment of its transformation, which continues the trajectory of movement towards observation, memory and the process of painting. A series of selected stills with slight shifts in the recording of space and time, which also contain information about the space between, the intermission, the before and after, about what remains undetected in the visible and continuation in the imaginary. The transient and the passing, by being transformed into the materiality of painting, give a new dimension of time and space to what is caught, experienced in a few hundredths of a second. Curator and artist Keran James says about Vineta Kaulača’s works: “Duration rather than narrative is extended in both the painting and the looking; akin to Robbe-Grillet’s literary enterprise. Kaulača asks whether paint can hold time without falsity? As we look we are momentarily aware of something we have missed, and look again. Yet it is the same except that time itself has eluded us. The time in painting and the time in looking.”

About the artist

Vineta Kaulača earned a master’s degree at the Art Academy of Latvia (2002). She studied in the Department of Visual Communication at the Berlin University of the Arts (1999–2000, Germany) and the Departments of Photography and Painting at the Humboldt State University (1995–1996, California, USA). The painter has participated in exhibitions since the mid-1990s.

Vineta Kaulača’s works are held in many public and private collections including the Latvian National Museum of Art, Art in Embassies, U.S. Embassy in Latvia, Art Collection of the European Parliament, Federculture in Rome, Italy, ABLV Bank Art Collection, Swedbank Contemporary Art Collection, SEB Bank Art Collection, Luminor DNB Bank Collection, Zuzāns Collection, and others.
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The main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–17.00, ticket office 10.00–16.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION: 
NB! (this ticket allows you to visit the entire museum)

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
6,00 EUR

Students, seniors:
3,00 EUR

Schoolchildren:
2,00 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 5,00–7,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; Ukrainian citizens by presenting an identity document or other document proving Ukrainian citizenship; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES AT THE MUSEUM:

1. Please do not visit the museum, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, or if you must be in self-isolation, home quarantine or strict isolation. The museum has the right to prohibit the entry to the museum to persons with signs of respiratory infection and ask them to leave the museum.

2. Please use contactless payment and bank cards or register on Mobilly mobile app and conveniently purchase tickets on your phone.
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Vineta Kaulača. Space. Transition I. 2022. Oil on canvas. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
2.
Vineta Kaulača. Space. Transition II. 2022. Oil on canvas. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
3.
Vineta Kaulača. Space. Surface. 2022. Oil on canvas. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
4.
Vineta Kaulača. Space. Contact. 2022. Oil on canvas. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
5.
Vineta Kaulača. From the series Mirrors (V–VIII). 2020–2022. Oil on canvas. Courtesy of the artist. 
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