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Riga, 6 May 2025

Tukku Magi: Rhythm’s
13 May – 7 September 2025
Main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / Cupola Hall (5th floor)

Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga

Exhibition presentation to the media on 13 May 2025 at 11.00

Registration of participants: 10.30–11.00
From 13 May to 7 September 2025, an exhibition titled Tukku Magi: Rhythm’s is on view in the Cupola Hall of the main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art in Riga (Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1).
The exhibition Tukku Magi: Rhythm’s is a celebration of shared human experience, expressed through the universal language of art. It demonstrates how different styles, influences, and cultural perspectives can come together to create a multifaceted view that resonates with people on a deep, emotional level. Rhythm embodies the essence of artistic collaboration and the beauty that emerges when diverse voices are brought into conversation. It is not just music or dance movement, but also the rhythm of life, nature, and relationships between people. The world is in motion, creating rhythmic dialogues between the local and global, personal and public, authentic and constructed, humans and nature, between prejudice and openness to diversity.
Every artist in the exhibition contributes their individual story connecting with Africa and their own unique conception of rhythm. The exposition includes objects of African traditional art from the Tukku Magi collection, in conversation with contemporary artists, including Moffat Takadiwa (Zimbabwe), Dickens Otieno (Kenya), Jānis Jākobsons (USA / Latvia), Zoya Frolova (USA / Latvia), Nick Brandt (UK), Fernando Anuang’a (Kenya), and artist group James Muriuki (Kenya), Olga Kisseleva (France), James Mweu (Kenya), Margaret Ngigi (Kenya).
About Tukku Magi
Tukku Magi is dedicated to fostering a unique multi-cultural dialogue between the North and the South, as well as between tradition and modernity. Its location in the northeast of Europe allows to shift the focus away from the historically privileged metropolitan centres of the “Western” world to a historical crossroads of empires, continents, and peoples, creating space for reflection on historical legacies and the complex contemporary cultural and political contexts. Tukku Magi mission is to reshape the paradigm of perceptions of traditional art, bringing it as an equal partner into modern art discourse.
The Tukku Magi project started in a spontaneous conversation with American philanthropists and collectors Bobbi and Tim Hamill, of Boston, Massachusetts and a donation of over 500 objects of African traditional art.
In 2019, artists Zoya Frolova and Jānis Jākobsons became co-founders and creative directors of the Tukku Magi project.
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Exhibition concept authors and artists:

Jānis Jākobsons, Zoya Frolova
Exhibition curator:
Kristīne Milere, Exhibition Curator / Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 60 001 344, E: Kristine.Milere@lnmm.gov.lv
Graphic design:

Anna Ceipe
Museum team:

Ieva Kalnača, Katrīna Vastlāve, Aija Remerte, Laura Dravniece, Ingrīda Ivane, Raitis Upens, 

Una Kastanovska, Dita Murziņa, Liene Visendorfa, Kaspars Burvis, Gatis Rudzītis, Armands Medveckis, Guntis Beijers
INTERNET SOURCES:
https://lnmm.gov.lv
https://tukkumagi.org/
FACEBOOK: Latvijas Nacionālais mākslas muzejs
X: @LNMM_muzejs
INSTAGRAM: @makslasmuzejs 
YOUTUBE: MĀKSLAS MUZEJI / LNMMvideos
#lnmm

#MansMuzejs

The main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–17.00, ticket office 10.00–16.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:
NB! (this ticket allows you also to visit the permanent exhibition)

Adults:
7,00 EUR

Pupils, students, seniors:
3,50 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 8,00–12,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Free entry is also for (valid status identification card required): pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care; day-care centre, crisis centre and special education pupils; children placed in a social rehabilitation centre and accompanying persons (one teacher or one person per 10 children or pupils); children under 18 years with a disability; persons with a disability 1st and 2nd group; one person accompanying either a child under 18 years with a disability or a person with disability of 1st group; a sign language interpreter accompanying a person with disability of 1st, 2nd or 3rd group; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools; full- and part-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia; students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, cultural heritage, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training; members of the Latvian Artists’ Union; employees of Latvian museums; members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM); members of the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS); Friend of the LNMA card holders; participants of the museum programmes Volunteer Programme and Youth Club; media representatives who are covering museum events; group leaders or teachers (minimum 10 persons); Ukrainian citizens; visitors to events organised by the museum during the annual international campaign European Night of Museums and the contemporary culture forum White Night; all visitors to the permanent exhibition on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.
PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
1.
Waiting. Exhibition visualization. Publicity photo
2.
Helmet Masks. Mende ethnic group, Sierra Leone, Liberia. 20th c. Wood, raffia fibre, natural dye. Tukku Magi collection. Publicity photo
3.
Drums. Detail. Yoruba ethnic group, Nigeria. 20th c. Wood, leather, metal, rope, soil, natural dye. Tukku Magi collection. Publicity photo
4-5.
Tcaka Dance Skirt. Detail. Kuba ethnic group, Congo Democratic Republic. 20th c. Raffia fibre. 

Tukku Magi collection. Publicity photo
6.
Zoya Frolova. Pattern of Love. Detail. 2023–2024. Oil on linen. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
7.
Jānis Jākobsons. Collection. 1989–2024. Paper, acrylic, textile, leather, metal rivet, PLA plastic, aluminium foil. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
8.
Dickens Otieno (Kenya). Topography 2. From the series Leso. 2020. Shredded aluminum cans, galvanized wire mesh. Private collection. Publicity photo
9.
Moffat Takadiwa (Zimbabwe). Zuva / Sun. 2024. Toothbrushes, computer keys, bottle caps, nail cable clips. Courtesy of the artist and Nicodim Gallery. Photo: Yubo Dong / Ofstudio Photography
Press release prepared by:
Natalie Suyunshalieva

Head of Press
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X: www.x.com/LNMM_muzejs
4
____________________________________________________________________________________

Tukku Magi: Rhythm’s / Main building of the LNMA / Cupola Hall / 13.05.–07.09.2025 /

