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From 4 August 2023 to 7 January 2024, the exhibition R² Rūsiņš Rozīte, part of the cycle The Generation, is presented in the right wing galleries of the 2nd floor of the main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art in Riga (Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1).
Maximal minimalist, R², is how Rūsiņš Rozīte (1943–1978) defined himself. The artist’s creative versatility was phenomenal – graphic art, painting, book illustration, stage design. Rūsiņš thought and worked quickly, he was present at the academy’s balls, theatre performances and events. This intensity of processes and the broad circle of friends was a sort of necessity for getting to know different spheres of life, and Rūsiņš appeared and disappeared in this self-made social whirlwind like a flash.
Rūsiņš Rozīte entered the art scene effortlessly: started his education, like many, at the Janis Rozentāls Art High School under teacher Edgars Iltners, joined the Art Academy in the Department of Painting, but ended up with graphic artists, at the same time still considering painting to be his priority. Rūsiņš’ passion often exasperated professor Artūrs Apinis, since he often cut his drawings unacademically deep, making the etching plates unusable for a second time. Already during his studies, Rozīte’s clear, laconic style with a concisely expressive, symbolic message had taken shape. In art, Rūsiņš kept his characteristic impulsiveness under control, realising his ideas with maximum precision, since “in order to achieve what is possible one must desire the impossible”.
On the first floor of a darkly-painted house in Vecāķi with a roof sheeted in black tar paper there was an empty room with white walls. This was the defiantly simple rationalism in which the most significant of Rūsiņš’ works were made in the late 1960s – Mathematician’s, Writer’s, Artist’s Still Life, The Drunken Chair, The Black Sun. He spent his summers painting while winter was the time for graphic art.

Still being a last-year student, Rūsiņš responded to his friend, young director Juris Strenga’s invitation to make the stage design for Estonian playwright Mati Unt’s play Kāda būsi, mana pasaule? [What Will You Be, My World?] (1967). For the Dailes Theatre, it was something unusual – a black stage, the white square of the boxing ring, planed chairs from white wood. The actors played in an absolutely minimalist space while the director commented on the proceedings from the auditorium during the performances. Rūsiņš Rozīte was the first stage minimalist. Stage designs for three further plays followed, yet his proposals encountered objections from the artistic council and the resulting compromises provided no satisfaction to either the director or the artist.
Theatricality is also characteristic of Rūsiņš Rozīte’s work in painting and graphic art. At first sight, the image appears clear and unequivocal, but then the curtain to its surreal life is raised. An immaterial presence like vapour envelops objects and living creatures that appear on the stage of Rūsiņš Rozīte’s art.
Geometry is of crucial importance in Rozīte’s works. Endless rows of arches, long walls, straight lines, unfilled fields or meshes from industrial constructions – objects’ multiple appearances across different works are means of conveying a feeling of vastness, solitude and stillness.
The use of reverse perspective in still-life paintings is another element typical of the artist. At the same time, this oddness involves something light and childishly cheerful, making it possible to observe the objects with even greater attention. What is humanly mundane in this symmetrically accurate order approaches the meaning of a sign or symbol. The essence of peace and beauty is what is revealed in the purity of colours and the spatial perfection of the objects’ volumes. Everything is rationally considered and brought to universal stillness. Perhaps that is what melancholy squared in sharp outline could look like.
The exhibition includes works from the collections of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Artists’ Union of Latvia, Zuzāns Collection and several private collections.

Text by Ilze Putniņa
About the exhibition cycle The Generation
Each generation belongs to an era. The Latvian National Museum of Art’s (LNMA) exhibition cycle The Generation began in 2016, focusing on art of the second half of the 20th century. The cycle’s programme is realised in the 4th Floor Exhibition Halls and since 2021 also in the right wing exposition halls on the 2nd floor of the main building of LNMA. The exhibitions devoted to many important figures in Latvian art have been held, such as Boriss Bērziņš, Felicita Pauļuka, Daina Riņķe, Henrijs Klēbahs, Līvija Endzelīna, Hilda Vīka, Gunārs Krollis, Džemma Skulme, Romualds Geikins, Daina Dagnija, Jānis Pauļuks, Māra Kažociņa, Inta Celmiņa, Auseklis Baušķenieks, Gunārs Cīlītis, Jānis Aivars Karlovs, Biruta Baumane, Lea Dāvidova-Medene, Imants Vecozols, Rūsiņš Rozīte. There are exhibitions in preparation for Aija Jurjāne, Rolands Kaņeps, Līga Purmale.
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OPENING HOURS:
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–17.00, ticket office 10.00–16.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION: 
NB! (this ticket allows you to visit the entire museum)

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
8,00 EUR

Students, seniors:
4,50 EUR

Schoolchildren:
3,50 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 5,00–7,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; Ukrainian citizens by presenting an identity document or other document proving Ukrainian citizenship; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES AT THE MUSEUM:

1. Please do not visit the museum, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, or if you must be in self-isolation, home quarantine or strict isolation. The museum has the right to prohibit the entry to the museum to persons with signs of respiratory infection and ask them to leave the museum.

2. Please use contactless payment and bank cards or register on Mobilly mobile app and conveniently purchase tickets on your phone.

PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
1.
Rūsiņš Rozīte. The 1970s. Photograph from the Brigita Baltraite’s private archive
2.
Rūsiņš Rozīte. A drawing of summer practice. 1966. Felt-tip on paper. Collection of Brigita Baltraite. 

Scanned image
3.
Rūsiņš Rozīte. Still-Life. 1967. Oil on canvas.
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Photo: Raimo Lielbriedis

4.
Rūsiņš Rozīte. Writer’s Still-Life. 1968. Oil on canvas.
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Photo: Raimo Lielbriedis

5.
Rūsiņš Rozīte. Mathematician’s Still-Life. 1968. Oil on canvas.

Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Photo: Normunds Brasliņš

6.
Rūsiņš Rozīte. Still-Life. 1975. Lithography on paper. Private collection. Scanned image
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