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MASS  MEDIA  RELEASE

Riga, 23 November 2023

Roberts Koļcovs. Botanist and Unicorn
2 December 2023 – 18 February 2024

Main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / 4th Floor Exhibition Halls

Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga

Media tour of exhibition on 1 December 2023 at 11.00

Registration of participants: 10.30–11.00

Botanist and Unicorn, a solo exhibition by Roberts Koļcovs, is on view in the 4th Floor Exhibition Halls of the main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art in Riga (Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1) from 2 December 2023 to 18 February 2024.
In the exhibition Botanist and Unicorn, Roberts Koļcovs continues to explore the theme of the inseparable coexistence of nature and humans, a subject he considers to be of utmost importance.
The central topic of his oeuvre is feelings, which can be understood both as expressions of human emotional states and as sensuality seeking a form that corresponds to a spiritual condition. Sensuality manifests not only in images but also in forms, textures, lines, and the overall composition and mood of the works. Therefore, by delving into the nuances of the artwork, the viewer is invited to explore further in the direction of emotions and spirit.

However, alongside aesthetic play, the artist imbues his works with a mythological dimension. The recurring figures in Roberts Koļcovs’ compositions always embody a dual symbolic meaning. Strength and graceful elegance, ideal facial ovals and Greek profiles. The lines are refined, but the beings created by this plasticity could be monstrous. Beautiful and ruthless, noble and vile like the gods of Olympus. The unicorn, in this case, serves as a vivid archetype of indeterminate duality that one wants to admire and capture simultaneously, despite being a creature that does not exist but has the power to inspire people to chase their dreams.
About the artist

Roberts Koļcovs (1966) graduated from the Sculpture Department of the Riga School of Applied Arts and studied at the Graphic Department of the Art Academy of Latvia. Since 1989, he has regularly participated in exhibitions. The artist is also a well-known interior painting master whose works displayed in public and private interiors in Latvia and abroad. He has created illustrations for several books and publications and led a drawing studio.

In the early 1990s, together with Aivars Vilipsōns, Roberts Koļcovs formed the creative group or artist association Passive Decadence, which became a sign of the era. Remaining faithful to the principles of “decadence”, Koļcovs continues to work individually, developing his creative style and unique system of images. The author’s works are found in private collections in Latvia, Norway, Russia, the USA, and Australia.
Exhibition curator:
Eduard Dorofeyev, Curator of Education / Latvian National Museum of Art
Ph: (+371) 67 716 116, E: Eduards.Dorofejevs@lnmm.lv
INTERNET SOURCES:

www.lnmm.lv
FACEBOOK: Latvijas Nacionālais mākslas muzejs
TWITTER: @LNMM_muzejs
INSTAGRAM: @makslasmuzejs
YOUTUBE: MĀKSLAS MUZEJI / LNMMvideos
#lnmm

#MansMuzejs

The main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–17.00, ticket office 10.00–16.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION: 
NB! (this ticket allows you to visit the entire museum)

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
8,00 EUR

Students, seniors:
4,50 EUR

Schoolchildren:
3,50 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 5,00–7,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; Ukrainian citizens by presenting an identity document or other document proving Ukrainian citizenship; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES AT THE MUSEUM:

1. Please do not visit the museum, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, or if you must be in self-isolation, home quarantine or strict isolation. The museum has the right to prohibit the entry to the museum to persons with signs of respiratory infection and ask them to leave the museum.

2. Please use contactless payment and bank cards or register on Mobilly mobile app and conveniently purchase tickets on your phone.

PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
1.
Roberts Koļcovs. Virgin with a Unicorn. 2022. Acrylic and Indian ink on canvas. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
2.
Roberts Koļcovs. Uncommunicative Ally. 2023. Acrylic and Indian ink on canvas. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo

3.
Roberts Koļcovs. Reflection of a Hermit. 2023. Acrylic and Indian ink on canvas. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
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