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19 July – 9 November 2025

Main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / 4th Floor Exhibition Halls

Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga

From 19 July to 9 November 2025, the exhibition The New Temple of Art. Riga City Art Museum 1905–1919 is presented in the 4th floor exhibition halls of the main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art in Riga (Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1). The exposition is dedicated to the 120th anniversary of the opening of the museum’s building, and introduces visitors to the early history of the museum and its activities during the tenure of its first director, Wilhelm Neumann.
On 14 September 1905, the Riga City Art Museum was opened on the edge of the Esplanade Square – today known as the main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art (LNMA). It was the first building in the Baltics constructed specifically for the needs of an art museum. Writing about the event the following day, an anonymous author in the Riga newspaper Rigasche Rundschau expressed hope that “the new stately building would be a true center of our artistic life not only externally, but also internally.” Meanwhile, painter Janis Rozentāls, in a multi-part review published in the journal Vērotājs, referred to the newly opened museum and the accompanying Baltic artists’ exhibition as the “new temple of art.”
The museum building was designed by architect and art historian Wilhelm Neumann (1849–1919), who also served as the first director of the Riga City Art Museum until early 1919, when painter Vilhelms Purvītis took over and a new stage of development began. Although the museum initially was named “Riga City,” its first director had ambitions to operate on a broader scale. This was symbolically reflected in commissioned artworks – six monumental paintings for the upper-floor vestibule by landscape artists Vilhelms Purvītis and Gerhard von Rosen, depicting urban and rural scenes from Vidzeme, Kurzeme, and Estonia.

The Riga City Art Museum was established based on the City Art Gallery, whose collection primarily included samples from various Western European painting schools and very few works by local authors. Therefore, in developing the museum’s collection, Wilhelm Neumann focused on enriching it with works by 19th- and early 20th-century Baltic artists. The museum’s exhibition policy included solo shows of both past generations and internationally active contemporaries, memorial exhibitions for recently deceased masters, larger research-based and to particular historical events dedicated exhibitions, as well as graphic art selections offered by international partners.
This exhibition offers visitors an in-depth look at the building specially constructed for the Riga City Art Museum, its first director and staff, several of the shows held in the museum, and a selection of works by Latvian and Estonian artists that were once displayed together in the museum’s permanent exposition, but are now stored across six different collections of the Latvian National Museum of Art. The exhibition also features Wilhelm Neumann’s sketches of the museum building and its interiors, historical photographs, and various other materials from the LNMA’s Scientific Documentation Centre and Library collection.
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OPENING HOURS:
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–17.00, ticket office 10.00–16.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:
NB! (this ticket allows you also to visit the permanent exhibition)

Adults:
7,00 EUR

Pupils, students, seniors:
3,50 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 8,00–12,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Free entry is also for (valid status identification card required): pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care; day-care centre, crisis centre and special education pupils; children placed in a social rehabilitation centre and accompanying persons (one teacher or one person per 10 children or pupils); children under 18 years with a disability; persons with a disability 1st and 2nd group; one person accompanying either a child under 18 years with a disability or a person with disability of 1st group; a sign language interpreter accompanying a person with disability of 1st, 2nd or 3rd group; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools; full- and part-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia; students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, cultural heritage, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training; members of the Latvian Artists’ Union; employees of Latvian museums; members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM); members of the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS); Friend of the LNMA card holders; participants of the museum programmes Volunteer Programme and Youth Club; media representatives who are covering museum events; group leaders or teachers (minimum 10 persons); Ukrainian citizens; visitors to events organised by the museum during the annual international campaign European Night of Museums and the contemporary culture forum White Night; all visitors to the permanent exhibition on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.
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Wilhelm Neumann. Facade sketch of the Riga City Art Museum. 1902. 
Watercolour on paper. Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Publicity photo
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Riga City Art Museum. Postcard. Ca. 1905–1910. Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Publicity photo
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The building of the Riga City Art Museum from the park side. Postcard published by the publishing house Rigaer Tageblatt. Ca. 1905. Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Publicity photo
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Vestibule of the Riga City Art Museum. Ca. 1910–1915. Unknown photographer. 

Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Publicity photo
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Jūlijs Feders. Seashore near Oru in Estonia. 1901. Oil on canvas. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Photo: Normunds Brasliņš
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Gerhard von Rosen. Spring Landscape. 1905. Oil on canvas. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Photo: Normunds Brasliņš
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Gerhard Kieseritzky. The Devil of Automobiles. Ca. 1908–1909. Etching on paper. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Publicity photo
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Alice Dmitrijew. White Roses. Not later than 1911. Colour woodcut on paper. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Publicity photo

9.
Friedrich Moritz. Lady with a Straw Hat. Not later than 1913. Oil on canvas. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Photo: Normunds Brasliņš
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