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MASS  MEDIA  RELEASE

Riga, 26 September 2025

Qalqan. Symbols of Crimean Tatars
Works of Rustem Skybin
4–26 October 2025

Main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / Cupola Hall (5th floor)

Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga

Media tour of exhibition on 3 October 2025 at 12.00

Registration of participants: 11.30–12.00
Only three weeks – from 4 to 26 October 2025 – a solo exhibition of Ukrainian ceramic artist Rustem Skybin, Qalqan. Symbols of Crimean Tatars, is on view in the Cupola Hall of the main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art in Riga (Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1).

The Crimean Tatars are one of Ukraine’s indigenous ethnic communities with deep roots and resilient cultural vitality, despite severe historical repressions. Today, Crimea holds a strategically, militarily and symbolically significant place in Russia’s war against Ukraine, since Russia’s aggression against Ukraine’s sovereignty began with its annexation in 2014.
The exhibition features decorative shields known as qalqans, created by contemporary Ukrainian ceramic artist Rustem Skybin. The qalqan is a round battle shield traditionally used in Crimean Tatar weaponry. At the same time, it is also an art object, carrying ornaments with symbolic meaning. Rustem Skybin revives this form in ceramics, combining decorative art with the language of historical symbols. Artist has a deep interest in Crimean Tatar heritage and the decoration of military objects. His ceramic works echo ancient ornamental compositional patterns he discovered on Tatar weapons and armour.
Crimean Tatar decoration is characterized by floral ornaments, and an important motif of the Egri dal – a winding branch with numerous flower blossoms and fruits. The floral elements embody rebirth, resistance to injustice and protection. Geometric shapes are common as well, and one of the typical motifs is the composition of mihrab arches. Nowadays, the ornaments on most Crimean Tatar artefacts are difficult to read due to deformation, wear, or improper storage conditions. The history of Crimean art is also poorly known due to the occupation in 1783, when a very large number of objects were destroyed.

There is no comprehensive analysis of the ornamentation of the Crimean Khanate’s military artefacts. On the basis of comparisons, attempts are made to “read” the signs and to identify the work of Crimean masters. This culture has certain visual canons, which differ from one craft to another and are determined by technical features and materials.
Through his works, Rustem Skybin creates a link between different epochs and generations. The ornaments of the 17th–18th century warfare reflect the constancy of tradition, and therefore the artist interprets the symbols in terms of the transmission and preservation of meaning, and the respect for specific historical compositions.
The exhibition at the Latvian National Museum of Art is presented in collaboration with the Embassy of Ukraine in the Republic of Latvia, NGO El Cheber and the National Museum of Folk Architecture and Life of Ukraine.
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Project managers:

Zakhida Adylova, cross-cultural project manager / NGO El Cheber , Kyiv, Ukraine
Katrīna Vastlāve, Head of Communication / Latvian National Museum of Art
Ph: (+371) 67 716 102, GSM: (+371) 29 240 762, E: Katrina.Vastlave@lnmm.gov.lv
INTERNET SOURCES:

https://lnmm.gov.lv
FACEBOOK: Latvijas Nacionālais mākslas muzejs
X: @LNMM_muzejs
INSTAGRAM: @makslasmuzejs 
YOUTUBE: MĀKSLAS MUZEJI / LNMMvideos
#lnmm

#MansMuzejs

The main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–17.00, ticket office 10.00–16.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:
NB! (this ticket allows you also to visit the permanent exhibition)

Adults:
7,00 EUR

Pupils, students, seniors:
3,50 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 8,00–12,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Free entry is also for (valid status identification card required): pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care; day-care centre, crisis centre and special education pupils; children placed in a social rehabilitation centre and accompanying persons (one teacher or one person per 10 children or pupils); children under 18 years with a disability; persons with a disability 1st and 2nd group; one person accompanying either a child under 18 years with a disability or a person with disability of 1st group; a sign language interpreter accompanying a person with disability of 1st, 2nd or 3rd group; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools; full- and part-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia; students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, cultural heritage, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training; members of the Latvian Artists’ Union; employees of Latvian museums; members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM); members of the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS); Friend of the LNMA card holders; participants of the museum programmes Volunteer Programme and Youth Club; media representatives who are covering museum events; group leaders or teachers (minimum 10 persons); Ukrainian citizens; visitors to events organised by the museum during the annual international campaign European Night of Museums and the contemporary culture forum White Night; all visitors to the permanent exhibition on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.
PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
1-2.
Rustem Skybin. Tamga. 2023. Clay, ceramics, glaze, enamel. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
3.
Rustem Skybin. Falcon. 2023. Clay, ceramics, glaze, enamel. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
4.
Rustem Skybin. Umbon. 2023. Clay, ceramics, glaze, enamel. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
5.
Rustem Skybin. Tarpan. 2023. Clay, ceramics, glaze, enamel. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
6.
Rustem Skybin. Pomegranate. 2023. Clay, ceramics, glaze, enamel. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
7.
Rustem Skybin. Buckle. 2023. Clay, ceramics, glaze, enamel. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
8.
Rustem Skybin. Star. 2023. Clay, ceramics, glaze, enamel. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
9.
Rustem Skybin. Axe. 2023. Clay, ceramics, glaze, enamel. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
10.
Rustem Skybin. Amulet. 2023. Clay, ceramics, glaze, enamel. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
11.
Rustem Skybin. Friendship. 2023. Clay, ceramics, glaze, enamel. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
12.
Rustem Skybin. Tulip. 2023. Clay, ceramics, glaze, enamel. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
13.
Rustem Skybin. Universe. 2023. Clay, ceramics, glaze, enamel. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
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