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OUR VALUES
Coins tell, unveil and surprise
9 October 2022 – 22 January 2023
The main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / 

4th Floor Exhibition Halls and Cupola Hall (5th floor)

Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga

Media tour of exhibition on 6 October 2022 at 12.00

Registration of participants: 11.30–12.00

From 9 October 2022 to 22 January 2023, the exhibition OUR VALUES devoted to the centenary of Latvijas Banka is presented in the 4th and 5th floor exhibition halls of the main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art in Riga (Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1).

The exhibition devoted to the centenary of Latvijas Banka (LB) and created together with the Latvian National Museum of Art (LNMA) invites to look at money not just as an integral part of rational global economy but also as a lasting symbol of our culture and history, the embodiment of the history and spiritual values of the Latvian people.

The exhibition displays the collector coins issued by Latvijas Banka. These award-winning coins have been regularly issued since 1996 and have earned worldwide recognition. Latvian artists from several generations working in various genres of the art have designed these coins through studying, discovering and experimenting. Each coin is like a miniature piece of art with an encoded universal message for today and tomorrow. The coins tell us a brief story of our history, culture and values.

High artistic standards are ensured by a special Coin Design Commission of Latvijas Banka that has been active since 1993. To produce each coin, a competition is organised, and all concepts submitted by artists are thoroughly considered. In addition to the Bank’s experts, this Commission also comprises well-known Latvian art, culture, history and science experts. Former members include prominent names like Vaira Vīķe-Freiberga, the ex-president of the Republic of Latvia, poet Imants Ziedonis, artist and art historian Imants Lancmanis, artist Ilmārs Blumbergs, architect Modris Ģelzis, artist Kristaps Ģelzis and academician Jānis Stradiņš. The contribution made by Maruta Brūkle, the longstanding Head of the Coin Division of Latvijas Banka and, of course, artist Laimonis Šēnbergs is priceless, as they were the first to study every detail of coin minting and looked for the best mints that were ready to experiment and implement the innovative ideas of Latvian artists. Currently, Jānis Blūms, Head of the Cash Department, also serves as the Head of the Coin Design Commission of Latvijas Banka, and he is assisted by graphic designer Edgars Zvirgzdiņš; Ieva Bela, project manager of Latvijas Banka; artists Sandra Krastiņa, Ivars Drulle, Artūrs Analts, Laimonis Šēnbergs; architect and exhibition curator Ieva Zībārte; art historian Ramona Umblija; Vyacheslav Kascheev, Associate Professor of the University of Latvia, Correspondent Member of the Latvian Academy of Sciences; and literature expert Janīna Kursīte.
80 selected collector coins have been divided into eight thematic groups: OUR RIGA, OUR GOLD, OUR LATVIA, OUR HISTORY, OUR ROOTS, OUR CULTURE, OUR FAIRY TALES and OUR WORLD. The artistic concept of this exhibition was developed by designer Artūrs Analts. Its unusual format highlights these collector coins as wonderful miniature pearls of art and focusses on their timeless spiritual value.
The exhibition is complemented by custom-designed INSPIRATION CABINETS and PROCEDURE STAND that help to understand how much time it takes to create a coin: from the research and artistic pursuits to selecting the ideas and implementing them. Along artistic sketches and plaster models of coins, the visitors are also able to see associative historic objects, documents and artefacts from various memory institutions of Latvia.

The audiovisual piece OUR FUTURE created by artist Artūrs Analts for the Cupola Hall invites viewers become part of the installation. If you look up, you can see yourself and the others in the polished mirror surfaces of coins floating above your head. We are responsible for this time, and we all create our common future. The perpetually moving reflections are a symbolic reminder about the real values of our lives during this unstable 21st century.

In turn the spatial object OUR SUN, also implemented by Artūrs Analts, can be enjoyed by all visitors outside the Latvian National Museum of Art. To create it, 369 drawings were selected during a special competition from more than 900 drawings by students of Latvian art schools. The students were asked to draw their interpretation of Our World, Our Future topic. Their drawings were transformed into 60x60 cm large golden reliefs and incorporated into the artwork. The drawings tell us about all facets of the future vision and main values of our younger generation: family, friends, love, motherland, nature, global ecosystem and peace. The golden disk represents a coin and the Sun: the symbol of hope, life, perpetual movement, inspiration and spirituality. After the exhibition, OUR SUN will be symbolically dismantled: each relief will be returned to its author to complete the cycle of these events.

The INTERACTIVE SPACE of the exhibition is a place where all visitors – large and small – can get a pencil, feel the relief on the coins, take home their drawings, listen to stories of experts and study the drawings selected for the OUR SUN object.
The exhibition will become a visually rich adventure – its innovative solutions will evoke emotions, will be engaging and educational for visitors of all generations.
Text by Inese Baranovska
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Partners:
National History Museum of Latvia, Latvian National Library, National Archives of Latvia, Latvian National Museum of Natural History, Latvian War Museum, National Archives of Latvia, Latvian Firefighting Museum, Latvian Museum of Architecture, Museum of Literature and Music, Museum of the History of Riga and Navigation, Riga Porcelain Museum, UAB Lietuvos monetų kalykla (Lithuania)

Exhibition curator:

Inese Baranovska, Head of the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 67 830 900, E: Inese.Baranovska@lnmm.lv
Author of the exhibition’s artistic concept:

Artūrs Analts,Variant Studio
Graphic identity of the exhibition:

Edgars Zvirgzdiņš, graphic designer
Curator of education programme:

Anna Pūtele, Exhibition Curator / Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 67 324 461, E: Anna.Putele@lnmm.lv
Technical implementation of the exhibition:

Design bureau Yes We Can
INTERNET SOURCES:

www.lnmm.lv
www.bank.lv
FACEBOOK: Latvijas Nacionālais mākslas muzejs; Latvijas Banka
TWITTER: @LNMM_muzejs; @LatvijasBanka

INSTAGRAM: @makslasmuzejs; @latvijasbanka
YOUTUBE: MĀKSLAS MUZEJI / LNMMvideos; LatvijasBanka
#lnmm

#MansMuzejs

#latvijasbankai100

The main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga, LV-1010, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–17.00, ticket office 10.00–16.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:
NB! (this ticket gives you access to all permanent and temporary exhibitions of the museum)
Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
6,00 EUR

Students, seniors:
3,00 EUR

Schoolchildren:
2,00 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 5,00–7,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; Ukrainian citizens by presenting an identity document or other document proving Ukrainian citizenship; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES AT THE MUSEUM:

1. Please do not visit the museum, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, or if you must be in self-isolation, home quarantine or strict isolation. The museum has the right to prohibit the entry to the museum to persons with signs of respiratory infection and ask them to leave the museum.

2. The museum recommends its visitors to wear a medical face mask or respirator. Children between the ages of 7 and 11 may use non-medical (fabric) masks. Please use a face mask correctly, covering the nose and mouth, throughout the visit.

3. During the visit, a distance of 2 meters from other visitors and museum staff must be kept.
4. Please use contactless payment and bank cards or register on Mobilly mobile app and conveniently purchase tickets on your phone.

5. Please take care of hand disinfection. Museums’ premises and surfaces are regularly cleaned and disinfected.

PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
1a-b.
Visual identity for the centenary exhibition of Latvijas Banka at the Latvian National Museum of Art. 2022. Design: Edgars Zvirgzdiņš

2-3.
Coin of Latvia. Author: Teodors Zaļkalns. Plaster model: Ligita Franckeviča. 1922 / 2008. 
Gold commemorative coin. Obverse and reverse. Publicity photo
Awards: the second prize in the category Gold Coin of the Year at the international contest Coin Constellation organized by the Water Mark Publishing House, the Russian numismatics publishing house (2009). The Best Gold Coin and Coin of the Year 2010 by Krause Publications (US) and its magazine World Coin News (2010).

4-5.
Millenium. Button. Graphic design: Gunārs Cīlītis. Plaster model: Jānis Strupulis. 1999. 
Obverse and reverse. Publicity photo
Awards: an award in the category The Most Innovative Coin of the Year at the contest Coin of the Year organized by Krause Publications (US) and its magazine World Coin News (2001).
6-7.
Baron Münchhausen. Graphic design: Arvīds Priedīte. Plaster model: Jānis Strupulis. 2005. 
Silver jubilee coin. Obverse and reverse. Publicity photo
Awards: the main prize as the most outstanding coin of the year at the international coin exhibition Vicenza Numismatica in Italy (2006).

8-9.
Stone Coin. Graphic design: Laimonis Šēnbergs. Plaster model: Jānis Strupulis. 2011. 
Obverse and reverse. Publicity photo

Awards: the second prize in the category Original Technology at the international contest Coin Constellation organized by the Water Mark Publishing House, the Russian numismatics publishing house (2012).

10-11.
Fog Mists the Pane. Graphic design: Ilmārs Blumbergs. Plaster model: Ligita Franckeviča. 2011. Obverse and reverse. Publicity photo
Awards: Latvia’s Coin of the Year (2011). The first prize in the Unique Idea Solution at the international contest Coin Constellation organized by the Water Mark Publishing House, the Russian numismatics publishing house (2012). Most Artistic Coin at the contest Coin of the Year organized by Krause Publications (US) and its magazine World Coin News (2013).
12-13.
The White Book. Graphic design: Sandra Krastiņa. 2014. Obverse and reverse. Publicity photo
Awards: the first prize in the Unique Idea Solution at the international contest Coin Constellation organized by the Water Mark Publishing House, the Russian numismatics publishing house (2015).

14-15.
Fairy Tale Coin I. Five Cats. Graphic design: Anita Paegle. Plaster model: Jānis Strupulis. 2015. 
Obverse and reverse. Publicity photo
Awards: Latvia’s Coin of the Year (2015).

16-17.
“Baltars”. Porcelain. Graphic design: Frančeska Kirke. 2016. Obverse and reverse. Publicity photo
18-19.
Honey Coin. Graphic design: Artūrs Analts. 2018. Obverse and reverse. Publicity photo
Awards: Latvia’s Coin of the Year (2018). Coin of the Year at the contest Coin of the Year Awards organized by the Active Interest Media (AIM; US) (2018). Most Artistic Coin, COTY Awards, organized by Krause Publications (US) and its magazine World Coin News (2020)

20-21.
Modernism in Latvia. The 1960s. Graphic design: Sandra Krastiņa. Plaster model: Jānis Strupulis. 2020. Obverse and reverse. Publicity photo
Awards: the first prize at the VIII International contest of coins and postage stamps Premios Nexofil & Nexonum Award 2021 in the category Best Coin Design (Spain, 2021).
22-23.
Coin of Luck. Graphic design: Arvīds Priedīte. Plaster model: Jānis Strupulis. 2021. 
Obverse and reverse. Publicity photo
24-25.
Vilhelms Purvītis. Graphic design: Frančeska Kirke. 2022. Obverse and reverse. Publicity photo
26-31.
Drawings by students of Latvian art schools for the competition Our World, Our Future organized by the Latvian National Museum of Art and Latvijas Banka in honour of the centenary of Latvijas Banka. 2022. Authors: Victoria Aleksandrova (8 y.o.), Ralfs Ivanovs (11 y.o.), Marta Anna Krastiņa (7 y.o.), Victor Menshikov (13 y.o.), Aurēlija Potiomkina (8 y.o.), Ādams Putniņš (8 y.o.). Publicity photo
Press release prepared by:
Natalie Suyunshalieva

Head of Press / Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 67 357 527; GSM: (+371) 26 593 495

E: pr.service@lnmm.lv
I: www.lnmm.lv
Twitter: www.twitter.com/lnmm_muzejs
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