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The Spiral, an exhibition of Māra Kažociņa’s paintings, will be presented in the LNMA’s cycle The Generation in the 4th Floor Exhibition Halls of the main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art in Riga (Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1) from 10 December 2021 to 6 February 2022.
Māra Kažociņa occupies an outlying place in the overall picture of Latvian art. The painter was predominantly drawn to a metaphorical interpretation of the surrounding world. She consistently strove to imbue reality with another, deeper meaning, rejecting didactic content and petty details. It is demonstrated already by The Spiral (1961), a composition from her study years, whose title has become the title of this exhibition. It perfectly characterises the essence and uniformity of her entire oeuvre of over thirty years.
Māra Kažociņa very rationally approached everything that had to do with painting, craft and skill, she strove to study, master it to perfection, seeking to weave together the roots of her art with impulses from the world in the most harmonious possible equilibrium, keeping a conscious distance from the reality of Soviet life and its representation on canvas. Likewise, in terms of painterly expression, Māra Kažociņa’s works are laconic, robust, ascetic, with a high degree of abstraction and stylisation. Such pensive, introvert, existential message captivated viewers under the conditions of Soviet double-morals, because of which Māra Kažociņa’s paintings were noticed already at that time and, as we can see, it still retains its relevance in the 21st century.

ABOUT THE ARTIST

Māra Kažociņa was born on 17 July 1936 in Riga in the family of Eduards Kažociņš (1891–1965), a choir conductor, employee of the Latvian National Opera and Ballet Theatre of many years, tenor and brother of composer Kārlis Kažociņš, and Laura Kažociņa (1903–1944), a civil servant. Māra developed an interest in art already in childhood, as her father was not only a talented musician but also an avid amateur painter. While studying at the Riga Secondary School No. 3, Māra started to attend the People’s Visual Art Studio of the Trade Unions’ Central House of Culture, headed by the watercolourist Eduards Jurķelis, in addition studying privately with the then-young painter Edgars Iltners, whom she considered her real teacher.

Studies at the Department of Painting of the Art Academy of Latvia followed (1957–1963). From November 1963 until her death, Māra Kažociņa worked as an artist-decorator at the Riga Medical Institute, preparing designs for interiors and events and producing illustrations for articles in medical publications. Yet she never forgot about her true calling – to be a painter. In 1969, Māra Kažociņa became a member of the Artists’ Union of Latvia and immediately began taking active part in the plain-air painting sessions, seminars, public works that it organised. The painter’s life came to an abrupt end on 26 August 1992 in Ventspils, where she was taken from an artists’ plain-air in Pāvilosta. Māra Kažociņa is buried at the Forest Cemetery in Riga.

Māra Kažociņa’s paintings are held in the collections of the Latvian National Museum of Art (LNMA) and the Artists’ Union of Latvia, the museums of Liepāja, Ogre and Talsi, State Tretyakov Gallery in Moscow as well as private collections in Latvia, Russia, Germany, Great Britain, and the USA.
During her lifetime, the artist held more than 20 personal exhibitions and several memorial exhibitions have been held after her death, yet this is the first exhibition of Māra Kažociņa’s works at the Latvian National Museum of Art, bringing together more than 30 canvases from the collections of the LNMA and Patriks Markēvičs.

Text by: Irēna Bužinska
ABOUT THE EXHIBITION CYCLE THE GENERATION
Each generation belongs to an era. The Latvian National Museum of Art exhibition cycle The Generation began in 2016, focusing on art of the second half of the 20th century. The cycle’s programme is realised in the 4th Floor Exhibition Halls and since 2021 also in the right wing exposition halls on the 2nd floor of the main building of LNMA. By 2021, exhibitions devoted to many important figures in Latvian art have been held, such as Boriss Bērziņš, Felicita Pauļuka, Daina Riņķe, Henrijs Klēbahs, Līvija Endzelīna, Hilda Vīka, Gunārs Krollis, Džemma Skulme, Romualds Geikins. In 2021–2022, separate expositions dedicated to Jānis Pauļuks, Māra Kažociņa, Jānis Karlovs, and Inta Celmiņa are planned. In the years to come, there are exhibitions in preparation for Biruta Baumane, Lea Davidova-Medene, Rolands Kaņeps, Leo Jānis Briedītis, Gunārs Cīlītis, Guntis Strupulis, Rūsiņš Rozīte.
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OPENING HOURS:

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–17.00, ticket office 10.00–16.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:
NB! (this ticket gives you access to all permanent displays)
Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
3,00 EUR

Students, seniors:
1,50 EUR

Schoolchildren:
0,50 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 5,00–7,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.
HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES AT THE MUSEUM:

1. Please do not visit the museum, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, or if you must be in self-isolation, home quarantine or strict isolation. The museum has the right to prohibit the entry to the museum to persons with signs of respiratory infection and ask them to leave the museum.

2. On-site services can only be received and provided in an epidemiologically safe environment. Upon entering the museum, visitors must present valid interoperable Covid-19 certificate and identity document.
3. LNMA museums are open only to individual visitors or members of one household.

4. Every museum visitor from the age of 7 must wear a face mask.
5. LNMA museums do not provide services to people who do not comply with epidemiological safety requirements, including the correct use of a face mask.

6. During the visit, a distance of 2 meters from other visitors and museum staff must be kept, information in visual instructions and audio announcements, as well as instructions from museum staff must be followed.
7. Please use contactless payment and bank cards or register on Mobilly mobile app and conveniently purchase tickets on your phone.

8. If possible, a one-way flow of visitors is organized in the museum premises to ensure the distance of 2 meters.

9. Please take care of hand disinfection. Museums’ premises and surfaces are regularly cleaned and disinfected.

10. Before visiting the LNMA, please check out our latest guidelines regarding prevention and risk reduction regarding transmission of the current Covid-19 coronavirus in the Safe visit to the museum section on LNMA’s homepage: http://lnmm.lv/en/visit/covid_19.
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Māra Kažociņa in her studio. Mid 1970s. Photograph from the collection of Patriks Markēvičs
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Māra Kažociņa. The Spiral. 1961. Oil on canvas. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Publicity photo
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Māra Kažociņa. Robert. 1965. Oil on canvas. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Publicity photo
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Māra Kažociņa. Jēkabs Zēģelis. 1965. Oil on canvas. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Publicity photo
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Māra Kažociņa. Wooden Man. 1967. Oil on canvas. 
Collection of Patriks Markēvičs. Photo: Irēna Bužinska
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Māra Kažociņa. Building. 1969. Oil on canvas. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Publicity photo
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Māra Kažociņa. Landscape with Horses. 1970. Oil on canvas. 
Collection of Patriks Markēvičs. Photo: Irēna Bužinska
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Māra Kažociņa. Actor Ints Burāns. 1975. Oil on canvas. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Publicity photo
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Māra Kažociņa. The Scream. 1978. Oil on canvas. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Publicity photo

11. Māra Kažociņa. The Breath. 1979. Oil on canvas. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Publicity photo
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Māra Kažociņa. Potato Harvest. 1979. Oil on canvas. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Publicity photo
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Māra Kažociņa. Home. 1982. Oil on canvas. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Publicity photo
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Māra Kažociņa. Solstice. 1986. Oil on canvas. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Publicity photo
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