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Līga Purmale. The Garden of Past Pleasures
Exhibition from The Generation cycle

7 February – 10 August 2025
Main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / right wing (2nd floor)

Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga

From 7 February to 10 August 2025, as part of The Generation cycle, a solo exhibition of Līga Purmale, The Garden of Past Pleasures, dedicated to the artist’s fifty years of creative activity, is taking place in the right wing galleries of the 2nd floor of the main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art in Riga (Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1).
Līga Purmale (1948) is an outstanding Latvian painter whose oeuvre shows constant formal and thematic development. Since her early childhood she spent much time reading and drawing. Therefore, inspired by her mother, Vallija Purmale (who was a drawing teacher at the Dundaga Secondary School), Līga began studies at the Janis Rozentāls Riga Art High School (1961–1968) and, following secondary school, joined the Monumental Painting Workshop (1969–1975) at the Teodors Zaļkalns Art Academy of the Latvian SSR (now – Art Academy of Latvia) under Indulis Zariņš (1929–1997). Already during her studies, Līga Purmale announced herself loudly and unmistakably. In 1974, together with her partner in studies and life, painter Miervaldis Polis (1948), she organised their first shared exhibition in the premises of the photo club Riga in the Riga Central Club of the Polygraphics. For the first time, both artists presented their works created in a photorealist style to a broader audience, becoming originators of this trend in Latvia.
After a period of Photorealism (1973–1976), Līga Purmale started painting her surrounding environment in close-up – interior elements (Window, 1978) and garden fragments (Yard Corner in Winter, 1977). With utmost sensitivity, the artist studies the material world, plants, times of the day and seasons. The works represent seemingly restrained yet emotionally observant, casually framed views that simultaneously strive towards documentation of reality and intimacy.
In the early 1980s, Līga Purmale turns to landscape painting, no longer producing close-ups. She strives to depict everything exactly as it is in real life (In Winter, 1981). During this period, the artist started painting her characteristic misty landscapes (Pasture, 1980). Having discarded all that is unnecessary, the landscape became emptier, lighter, and mistier (In the Rain, 1988). This approach reached its culmination in the early 1990s, when the mist dominates and only vague contours of the landscape are visible in the paintings.
In the 1990s, Līga Purmale was fascinated by urban life, its rhythm and environments: cafes, junctions, pedestrian crossings, representatives of subcultures, tango dancers, boxers, and graffiti artists. For example, in her cycle of paintings and exhibition CITY TOUR (2009), which took place in the Riga Gallery (curator Inese Riņķe), Līga Purmale portrays city life as though in a snapshot taken from the window of a tourist bus. This series of paintings shows the artist’s perspective on the contemporary city and its characteristic symbols in a concentrated fashion.
In her 2012 series of works, Flashback, Līga Purmale returns to the principles of Photorealism. Through the prism of her family, the author reflects on the events in Latvian history from the early 20th century until 1975, when she started her professional artist’s career. Purmale drew inspiration for these works from personal memories, family photo albums, books from the home library (on the margins of which Līga made drawings in her childhood), and selected press photographs typical of their time. This dense series of paintings fuses the past and the present.
Later, the artist briefly returns to nature (solo exhibition What’s in the Garden (2018) in the Daugava Gallery (curator Anda Treija)) and paints close-ups, reflections, and plays of light visible in the garden – foliage, flowers, and berries from the perspective of an insect.
The exhibition The Garden of Past Pleasures at the Latvian National Museum of Art summarizes Līga Purmale’s creative work over a period of half a century – from early photorealistic compositions and up to new paintings from this year.
Text by Agnese Zviedre
About the exhibition cycle The Generation
Each generation belongs to an era. The Latvian National Museum of Art’s (LNMA) exhibition cycle The Generation began in 2016, focusing on art of the second half of the 20th century. The cycle’s programme is realised in the 4th Floor Exhibition Halls and since 2021 also in the right wing exposition halls on the 2nd floor of the main building of LNMA. The exhibitions devoted to many important figures in Latvian art have been held, such as Boriss Bērziņš, Felicita Pauļuka, Daina Riņķe, Henrijs Klēbahs, Līvija Endzelīna, Hilda Vīka, Gunārs Krollis, Džemma Skulme, Romualds Geikins, Daina Dagnija, Jānis Pauļuks, Māra Kažociņa, Inta Celmiņa, Auseklis Baušķenieks, Gunārs Cīlītis, Jānis Aivars Karlovs, Biruta Baumane, Lea Dāvidova-Medene, Imants Vecozols, Rūsiņš Rozīte, Biruta Delle, Aija Jurjāne, Rolands Kaņeps, Gunārs Binde, Līga Purmale. There are exhibitions in preparation for Māra Vaičunas and Aija Ozoliņa.
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Exhibition curator:

Agnese Zviedre, Exhibition Curator / Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 67 357 529, E: Agnese.Zviedre@lnmm.gov.lv
Curator of the exhibition cycle The Generation:

Dr. art. Elita Ansone, Head of Collections and Scientific Research Department ARSENĀLS 

(2nd Half of the 20th – 21st Century) / Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 67 357 521, E: Elita.Ansone@lnmm.gov.lv
INTERNET SOURCES:

https://lnmm.gov.lv
FACEBOOK: Latvijas Nacionālais mākslas muzejs; Zuzeum; Latvijas Mākslinieku Savienība
X: @LNMM_muzejs; @zuzeum
INSTAGRAM: @makslasmuzejs; @zuzeum; @latvijas_makslinieku_savieniba
YOUTUBE: MĀKSLAS MUZEJI / LNMMvideos
#lnmm

#MansMuzejs

The main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–17.00, ticket office 10.00–16.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:
NB! (this ticket allows you also to visit the permanent exhibition)

Adults:
7,00 EUR

Pupils, students, seniors:
3,50 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 8,00–12,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Free entry is also for (valid status identification card required): pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care; day-care centre, crisis centre and special education pupils; children placed in a social rehabilitation centre and accompanying persons (one teacher or one person per 10 children or pupils); children under 18 years with a disability; persons with a disability 1st and 2nd group; one person accompanying either a child under 18 years with a disability or a person with disability of 1st group; a sign language interpreter accompanying a person with disability of 1st, 2nd or 3rd group; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools; full- and part-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia; students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, cultural heritage, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training; members of the Latvian Artists’ Union; employees of Latvian museums; members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM); members of the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS); Friend of the LNMA card holders; participants of the museum programmes Volunteer Programme and Youth Club; media representatives who are covering museum events; group leaders or teachers (minimum 10 persons); Ukrainian citizens; visitors to events organised by the museum during the annual international campaign European Night of Museums and the contemporary culture forum White Night; all visitors to the permanent exhibition on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.
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Līga Purmale. Yard Corner in Winter. 1977. Oil on cardboard. 

Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Photo: Normunds Brasliņš
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Līga Purmale. Lilac. 1977. Oil on cardboard. Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga.

Photo: Normunds Brasliņš
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Līga Purmale. Window. 1978. Oil on cardboard. Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Photo: Normunds Brasliņš
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Līga Purmale. Pasture. 1980. Oil on cardboard. Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga.

Photo: Normunds Brasliņš
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Līga Purmale. In Winter. 1981. Oil on cardboard. Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Photo: Normunds Brasliņš
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Līga Purmale. Afternoon. 1981. Oil on cardboard. Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Photo: Normunds Brasliņš
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Līga Purmale. Absinth Drinkers. 2007. Oil on canvas. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Photo: Normunds Brasliņš

8.
Līga Purmale. Flashback 3. 2009–2012. Oil on canvas. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Photo: Normunds Brasliņš
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