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5 July – 30 November 2025
Main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / Great Exhibition Hall (-1st floor)

Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga
Press conference on 4 July 2025 at 11.00

Registration of participants: 10.30–11.00

From 5 July to 30 November 2025, the exhibition Light from Italy: From Fattori to Morandi is taking place in the Great Hall of the main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art in Riga (Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1), where masterpieces from the Pitti Palace Gallery of Modern Art at the Uffizi Galleries in Florence enter into dialogue with outstanding works of the late 19th and early 20th centuries from the collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art.
For the first time in Northen Europe, a substantial collection from the Uffizi Galleries (Le Gallerie degli Uffizi) in Florence is exhibited – 74 masterpieces from the permanent exhibition and holdings of the Pitti Palace (Palazzo Pitti) Gallery of Modern Art. This selection reflects the main movements and directions of Italian art, from the Macchiaioli group to Divisionism, from Symbolism to forms of Italian Expressionism, from Futurism to Modern Classicism. The story of Italian art from the unification of Italy in 1861 to the interwar period of the 20th century is complemented by historical parallels with significant events in Latvia and a dialogue with highlights from the collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art (LNMA).
This project is significant for the involvement of notable Italian art historians in the research of the collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, working together with LNMA specialists not only on the exhibition, but also on the concept for the scientific readings and the catalogue. The international team includes experts from both museums: Dr. Vanessa Gavioli and Dr. Elena Marconi, Heads of the Pitti Palace Gallery of Modern Art at the Uffizi Galleries; project directors – Astrīda Rogule, Curator of the Contemporary Art Collection at LNMA, and Dr. Guicciardo Sassoli de’ Bianchi Strozzi, President of Nuova Artemarea association, art historian, curator, in co-operation with Dr. art. Aija Brasliņa, leading LNMA researcher, Head of the Collections and Scientific Research Department (18th – 1st Half of the 20th Century). The author of the exhibition design is artist Artūrs Analts.
The works of Italian artists are displayed in the exhibition in conversation with late 19th century and Classical Modernist heritage from Latvia, which art experts in Latvia and around the world consider to be among the most internationally recognized aspects of Latvian cultural patrimony. This approach supports a deeper narrative of the shared cultural ties and interactions between the two countries and across Europe as a whole.

The title of the exhibition, Light from Italy, reflects a trend from the mid- and late 19th century – light became the principal element in the worldview of several artistic movements. It is no coincidence that the end of the 19th century is called visual art’s “years of light”, when fundamental changes took place in the aim, content and form of art. Artists in both Italy and Latvia were captivated by solutions for using light or its lack to tell a story and create a special mood.

On the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries and in the early 20th century, Italy was a source of inspiration for many Latvian artists, who gained unforgettable artistic impressions there – studying the old masters, acquiring skills and even taking part in creative processes in Italy. This period of cross-pollination is represented in the exposition by a separate section, which tells not only about the experience of Latvian artists in Italy but also different forms of collaboration in Italy and Latvia.

The Uffizi Galleries’ collection in the exhibition features many prominent Italian artists, including Giovanni Fattori, Telemaco Signorini, Silvestro Lega, Federico Zandomeneghi, Giovanni Boldini, Medardo Rosso, Francesco Gioli, Plinio Nomellini, Antonio Donghi, Vittore Grubicy de Dragon, Gino Severini, Giorgio de Chirico, Elisabeth Chaplin, Aldo Carpi, Guido Marussig, Leonardo Dudreville, Carlo Carrà, Italo Grizelli, and Giorgio Morandi. The Italy section is complemented by artworks by Neno Mori, Alberto Salietti and Filippo Marfori Savini from the LNMA collection acquired by the Riga City Art Museum in the 1930s following exhibitions of Italian art held in Latvia.

From the Latvian side, the artistic dialogue features Kārlis Hūns, Jūlijs Feders, Vilhelms Purvītis, Janis Rozentāls, Johans Valters, Jāzeps Grosvalds, Voldemārs Matvejs, Pēteris Krastiņš, Teodors Zaļkalns, Gustavs Šķilters, Niklāvs Strunke, Aleksandra Beļcova, and Jānis Liepiņš.
The exhibition is accompanied by an extensive events programme, among which particularly noteworthy are the scientific readings Light from Italy in three sessions. Continuing the narrative started in March, in July and November renowned Italian and Latvian art scholars will enrich the content of the exhibition with new nuances.

In collaboration with Uffizi Galleries and Nuova Artemarea, the leading art publishers in Italy, Istituto della Enciclopedia Italiana Treccani, has released a lavishly-illustrated catalogue in Latvian, Italian and English.
The project Light from Italy: From Fattori to Morandi is implemented by the Latvian National Museum of Art in co-operation with the Uffizi Galleries and association Nuova Artemarea with the support of the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Latvia, Riga City Council, Embassy of Italy in Riga, Rietumu Banka, Embassy of Latvia in Italy, Casa Nostra, Neiburgs, SIA Alfor.
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Project directors and exhibition curators:

Astrīda Rogule, Curator of the Contemporary Art Collection / Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga, Latvia
Ph: (+371) 60 007 718, GSM: (+371) 26 595 419, E: Astrida.Rogule@lnmm.gov.lv
Dr. Guicciardo Sassoli de’ Bianchi Strozzi, President of Nuova Artemarea association, art historian, curator / Bologna, Italy
Exhibition curators:

Dr. Vanessa Gavioli, Curator of the 20th Century Art at the Pitti Palace Gallery of Modern Art / 
Uffizi Galleries, Florence, Italy
Dr. Elena Marconi, Head of the Pitti Palace Gallery of Modern Art / Uffizi Galleries, Florence, Italy
Head of research:

Dr. art. Aija Brasliņa, Head of the Collections and Scientific Research Department (18th – 1st Half of the 20th Century) / Latvian National Museum of Art
Scientific advisers:

Aija Zandersone, Arta Vārpa, Marita Bērziņa, Eduard Dorofeyev, Natalya Yevseyeva, Luīze Frančeska Dakša
Exhibition design:

Artūrs Analts, artist
Exhibition coordinator:

Katrīna Vastlāve, Exhibition Curator / Latvian National Museum of Art
GSM: (+371) 29 240 762, E: Katrina.Vastlave@lnmm.gov.lv
INTERNET SOURCES:

https://lnmm.gov.lv
FACEBOOK: Latvijas Nacionālais mākslas muzejs
X: @LNMM_muzejs
INSTAGRAM: @makslasmuzejs
YOUTUBE: MĀKSLAS MUZEJI / LNMMvideos
#lnmm

#MansMuzejs

The main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–17.00, ticket office 10.00–16.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:
Adults:
8,00 EUR

Pupils, students, seniors:
4,00 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 8,00–12,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Free entry is also for (valid status identification card required): pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care; day-care centre, crisis centre and special education pupils; children placed in a social rehabilitation centre and accompanying persons (one teacher or one person per 10 children or pupils); children under 18 years with a disability; persons with a disability 1st and 2nd group; one person accompanying either a child under 18 years with a disability or a person with disability of 1st group; a sign language interpreter accompanying a person with disability of 1st, 2nd or 3rd group; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools; full- and part-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia; students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, cultural heritage, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training; members of the Latvian Artists’ Union; employees of Latvian museums; members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM); members of the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS); Friend of the LNMA card holders; participants of the museum programmes Volunteer Programme and Youth Club; media representatives who are covering museum events; group leaders or teachers (minimum 10 persons); Ukrainian citizens; visitors to events organised by the museum during the annual international campaign European Night of Museums and the contemporary culture forum White Night; all visitors to the permanent exhibition on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.
PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
1.
Giovanni Fattori. Sunset by the Sea. 1895. Oil on panel. 

Collection of the Pitti Palace Gallery of Modern Art, Florence, Italy. Publicity photo
2.
Giovanni Fattori. Portrait of the Stepdaughter. 1889. Oil on canvas. 

Collection of the Pitti Palace Gallery of Modern Art, Florence, Italy. Publicity photo

3.
Medardo Rosso. Child at the Soup Kitchen. 1893. Bronze. 

Collection of the Pitti Palace Gallery of Modern Art, Florence, Italy. Publicity photo

4.
Carlo Carrà. A Pine by the Sea. 1921. Oil on canvas. 

Collection of the Pitti Palace Gallery of Modern Art, Florence, Italy. Publicity photo

5.
Giorgio Morandi. Landscape at Grizzana.1942. Oil on canvas. 

Collection of the Pitti Palace Gallery of Modern Art, Florence, Italy. Publicity photo

6.
Giorgio de Chirico. Metaphysical Composition. 1950–1960. Oil on canvas. 

Collection of the Pitti Palace Gallery of Modern Art, Florence, Italy. Publicity photo

7.
Kārlis Hūns. Italian Courtyard. 1871. Oil on canvas. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Photo: Normunds Brasliņš

8.
Teodors Zaļkalns. Adelina. 1908. Bronze, granite. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Photo: Aigars Altenbergs
9.
Janis Rozentāls. On the Terrace (Veranda in Capri). 1912. Oil on canvas and cardboard. 

Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Photo: Normunds Brasliņš

10.
Niklāvs Strunke. Head Construction. Portrait of Ivo Pannaggi. 1924. Oil on canvas. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Photo: Normunds Brasliņš
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