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Katrīna Neiburga. Sologamy
8 June – 1 September 2024

Main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / Cupola Hall (5th floor)

Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga

Media tour of exhibition on 7 June 2024 at 12.00

Registration of participants: 11.30–12.00
Sologamy, a solo exhibition of Katrīna Neiburga, is on view in the Cupola Hall of the main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art in Riga (Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1) from 8 June to 1 September 2024.
In December 1993, the relatives and closest friends of Linda Baker from America received a peculiar invitation to a wedding with a non-existent groom. In a ceremony that took place on her 40th birthday in the presence of 75 guests and 7 bridesmaids, Linda got married to herself, stressing that this act was driven neither by regret nor feminism: “It’s about doing things for yourself and not waiting around for someone else to make it happen.”* In nuptial history of the world, Linda Baker’s wedding is mentioned as one of the first cases of sologamy in contemporary society. In 2003, this example was followed by Jennifer Hoes, while in 2022 wide controversy in the media was caused by Indian blogger Kshama Bindu’s announcement of a traditional Hindu ceremony for her wedding with herself.
From an etymological perspective, the term ‘sologamy’ can be explained very literally: marriage (ancient Greek γάμος (gámos)) with oneself (solus), which conceptually can be linked with self-acceptance, yet does not correspond to any religious or legal categories. Among sologamy’s basic set of principles it is possible to perceive manifestations of a feminist perspective, buds of narcissism as well as rituals asserting one’s own identity. At the same time, the value of sologamy is openness, respect and the ability to conduct an adequate dialogue with personal essence and desires.
In exhibition devoted to the investigation of sologamy and interpretations of this phenomenon, Katrīna Neiburga, through emotional saturation and light irony, reflects with her characteristic openness and unpacking of individual world. In several video episodes the author focuses on close-up observation of herself in different everyday situations: in a sensitive conversation or passionate argument with herself, a dance with domestic objects to her favourite song, expressions of love and sexuality, accepting herself here and now. Are we searching for justifications for self-respect? And if we are, then – why? Katrīna Neiburga’s intimate art is not an answer to questions posed by others, but a resonant encouragement to gather the will to cross the awkward boundary and finally establish a lively relationship to our own selves.

Alongside videos, which are projected in the white Cupola Hall of the LNMA as different kaleidoscopic fragments of a single story (at the same time retaining their autonomy), the exposition also includes artefacts from the observation of this self-relationship: prostheses of sologamic life and the lucky stone dress – an embodiment of the artist’s actual feelings.

As part of the exhibition, a Handbook on Sologamy (designed by Estere Betija Grāvere) has been created both in Latvian and English, collecting advice from several Latvian cultural personalities on how to build a relationship with oneself. The book consists of texts, poetry and illustrations by 24 authors such as curator Solvita Krese, artist Helēna Heinrihsone, composer Krists Auznieks, poet Kārlis Vērdiņš, among others. The visual material of the publication includes stills from the video works on show as well. The book will be available for reading at the exhibition and for purchase in the museum shop.
* Biederman Ward, Patricia. Here Comes the Bride, All Alone. Los Angeles Times, 1993. Available: https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1993-12-23-we-4659-story.html
About the artist

Katrīna Neiburga is among the most important and productive artists in the Latvian contemporary art scene. She has made video works (including music videos) and films, created stage designs and projections for opera and theatre as well as working in the fields of installation, object art and performance. The author has received several awards, including the prestigious Purvītis Prize in 2009, two Latvian Grand Music Awards for the works Cantando y Amando in 2013 and the opera Chill in 2022, annual theatre award Spēlmaņu Nakts as best video artist (2023) as well as for the opera Chill (2022) and Malleus Malificarum (2023). She represented Latvia at the 56th Venice Biennale in 2015 (with the work Armpit together with the artist Andris Eglītis; curator Kaspars Vanags) and was nominated for the prestigious Ars Fennica award in Finland (2008).

Katrīna Neiburga has taken part in exhibitions since 2000 both in Latvia and internationally. Her works are held in the collections of the Latvian National Museum of Art and Finnish Museum of Contemporary Art Kiasma as well as in several private collections. She has made stage designs and video projections for many opera houses and theatres, among them the Latvian National Opera in Riga, Bastille Opera in Paris, Sweden’s outdoor opera house Dalhalla, Mariinsky Theatre in Saint Petersburg, Theatre Vanemuine in Tartu, the New Riga Theatre, Valmiera Theatre, Valmiera Theatre Festival, and others.
About the curator
Auguste Petre is an independent curator, co-founder and head of the gallery ASNI. She earned a master’s degree at the Art Academy of Latvia in the specialty of Art History and Curatorial Studies. Her interests are mostly related to the new materiality in visual art as well as the expressions of Latvian artists born in the 1990s. Auguste Petre has curated more than 20 contemporary art exhibitions with the participation of international artists, she is also the author of several exhibition concepts and accompanying texts. Among her most important recent projects should be mentioned Audio-visual Summer Gallery (2023) in collaboration with radio Tīrkultūra and MAREUNROL’S personal exhibition Fieldwork: Invisible exercises (2023).

From 2019 to 2023, Auguste Petre was programme director at Riga’s Smallest Gallery and co-author of the cycle of Riga’s Smallest Auctions. She took part in the establishment of VV Foundation’s PaIR international residency, in 2023 curated the contemporary art collection of SEB Global Services. Since 2017, Auguste Petre has been active as an art journalist, regularly contributing to Latvian and international media, among others, working as Baltic editor at the portal Arterritory.com. Since 2022, she has systematically written for the magazine Teātra Vēstnesis, surveying visual aspects in the contemporary theatre scene. She is the author of several scientific publications. Since 2021, Auguste Petre has increasingly turned to academic activities, working as a visiting lecturer at the Art Academy of Latvia.
Text by Auguste Petre
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Exhibition curator:
Auguste Petre
Exhibition design:

Aleksejs Beļeckis, in co-operation with Līva Kreislere
Artefacts of Sologamy:

Anna Ansone, Nils Jumītis
Sound:

Antons Grauds

Visual identity:

Estere Betija Grāvere
Exhibition coordinator:
Katrīna Vastlāve, Exhibition Communication Specialist / Latvian National Museum of Art
Ph: (+371) 67 716 103, E: Katrina.Vastlave@lnmm.lv
Education programme:

Lilita Pudule, Curator of Education / Latvian National Museum of Art
INTERNET SOURCES:

www.lnmm.lv
FACEBOOK: Latvijas Nacionālais mākslas muzejs
TWITTER: @LNMM_muzejs
INSTAGRAM: @makslasmuzejs
YOUTUBE: MĀKSLAS MUZEJI / LNMMvideos
#lnmm

#MansMuzejs

The main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–17.00, ticket office 10.00–16.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION: 
NB! (this ticket allows you to visit the entire museum)

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
8,00 EUR

Students, seniors:
4,50 EUR

Schoolchildren:
3,50 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 5,00–7,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; Ukrainian citizens by presenting an identity document or other document proving Ukrainian citizenship; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.
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