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MASS  MEDIA  RELEASE

Riga, 16 October 2026 [last update: 21.10.2026]
A Journey to Marsi. An Artist Enters a Wooded Meadow
23 October – 15 November 2026

Main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / 3rd floor vestibule
Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga
From 23 October to 15 November 2026, the 3rd floor vestibule of the main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art in Riga (Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1) hosts A Journey to Marsi. An Artist Enters a Wooded Meadow, an exhibition created jointly by the Latvian Fund for Nature and artists Kristaps Kalns and Sarmīte Māliņa. This collaborative project is dedicated to wooded meadows, one of Latvia’s rarest and most biodiverse landscapes.

Through large-scale photographs, the exhibition presents eight encounters between Latvian artists or artist groups and this distinctive landscape across the seasons, alongside the artists’ impressions and memories of their journeys. Most of the photographs were taken at Marsi in the Valka municipality, home to one of Latvia’s most remarkable and oldest wooded meadows.
“Wooded meadows are cultural landscapes that embody the capacity of people and nature to form mutually enriching relationships. They reveal a partnership in which human presence helps biodiversity flourish, while nature gives generously in return. This is why we invited people who shape Latvia’s artistic and cultural processes to enter this landscape and develop their own dialogue and interaction with it. In doing so, we sought both to highlight the importance of wooded meadows and bring them to wider attention, and to contribute to the rethinking of human relationships with nature that is taking place around the world,” says Inese Ebele, Director of the Latvian Fund for Nature.
In 2025 and 2026, prominent Latvian artists visited the wooded meadows of the Northern Gauja region: Ieva Iltnere and Jānis Mitrēvics, the artist duo Skuja Braden, sculptor Aigars Bikše, poet Jānis Rokpelnis, composer Krists Auznieks and artist Krista Vindberga-Auzniece, artist Andris Eglītis, actor Vilis Daudziņš, and the band Alejas. Kristaps Kalns captured these encounters in photographs, in which each person, themselves part of Latvia’s cultural landscape, became part of another cultural landscape – the wooded meadow.
Afterwards, the artists were invited to share their impressions through their preferred form of artistic expression. The exhibition therefore complements the large-scale photographs with sketches and other creative responses by the people portrayed.
Sarmīte Māliņa, co-creator of the exhibition: “A journey to Marsi – majestic trees, the smell of cows and pastures – a living orchestra of nature’s sensations. We could feel like children poring over the illustrations in a book. Every one of the wonderful artists who visited the meadow affirmed how deeply Latvians belong to nature.”

Kristaps Kalns, co-creator of the exhibition: “I am the fortunate matchmaker who has brought people and the meadow together, happily watching their encounter. And showing it to others.”

Wooded meadows are habitats where large, old trees grow scattered across a mosaic of open grassland. They developed over centuries through traditional land management practices, including haymaking and livestock grazing. Through the interaction of people and nature, they became one of the most species-rich ecosystems in our region. They support wildlife from two different ecosystems, woodland and meadow, as well as distinctive communities of species associated with widely spaced, sunlit trees. As land management practices have changed, wooded meadows have almost disappeared. Today, they cover just 1,400 hectares in Latvia.
The Latvian Fund for Nature thanks all the artists who agreed to take part and embark on a journey to Marsi.
The exhibition was created as part of the WoodMeadowLIFE project implemented by the Latvian Fund for Nature, with financial support from the European Union’s LIFE programme.

Text by Liene Brizga-Kalniņa
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Exhibition authors:

Kristaps Kalns, Sarmīte Māliņa
Project manager:
Liene Brizga-Kalniņa, Communications Manager / Latvian Fund for Nature
GSM: (+371) 29 110 527, E: liene.brizga@ldf.lv
Grassland expert:

Baiba Strazdiņa
WoodMeadowLIFE project manager:

Nora Rustanoviča / Latvian Fund for Nature
Exhibition coordinator:

Laura Dravniece, Head of Education and Accessibility / Latvian National Museum of Art
Ph: (+371) 60 003 533, E: Laura.Dravniece@lnmm.gov.lv
Special thanks to:

Alfrēds Martens, owner of Marsi
Sanita and Ainis Āboliņš, owners of Vekši

ONLINE RESOURCES:
https://lnmm.gov.lv
FACEBOOK: Latvijas Nacionālais mākslas muzejs
X: @LNMM_muzejs
INSTAGRAM: @makslasmuzejs 

YOUTUBE: MĀKSLAS MUZEJI / LNMMvideos
#lnmm

#MansMuzejs

The main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–17.00, ticket office 10.00–16.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:
NB! (this ticket allows you also to visit the permanent exhibition)

Adults:
7,00 EUR

Pupils, students, seniors:
3,50 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 12,00–20,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Free entry is also for (valid status identification card required): pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care; day-care centre, crisis centre and special education pupils; children placed in a social rehabilitation centre and accompanying persons (one teacher or one person per 10 children or pupils); children under 18 years with a disability; persons with a disability 1st and 2nd group; one person accompanying either a child under 18 years with a disability or a person with disability of 1st group; a sign language interpreter accompanying a person with disability of 1st, 2nd or 3rd group; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools; full- and part-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia; students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, cultural heritage, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training; members of the Latvian Artists’ Union; employees of Latvian museums; members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM); members of the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS); Friend of the LNMA card holders; participants of the museum programmes Volunteer Programme and Youth Club; media representatives who are covering museum events; group leaders or teachers (minimum 10 persons); Ukrainian citizens; visitors to events organised by the museum during the annual international campaign European Night of Museums and the contemporary culture forum White Night; all visitors to the permanent exhibition on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.
PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
1.
Ieva Iltnere and Jānis Mitrēvics in the wooded meadow at Marsi in the summer of 2025. 
Photo: Kristaps Kalns
2-4.
Poster for an exhibition A Journey to Marsi. An Artist Enters a Wooded Meadow at the Latvian National Museum of Art. 2026
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