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MASS  MEDIA  RELEASE

Riga, 30 October 2023 [last update: 08.11.2023]
“I am now committed to living for art”
Jāzeps Grosvalds. 1891–1920

11 November 2023 – 30 March 2024
Main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / Great Exhibition Hall (-1st floor)

Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga

Media tour of exhibition on 10 November 2023 at 11.00

Registration of participants: 10.30–11.00

From 11 November 2023 to 30 March 2024, a major retrospective dedicated to the originator of Latvian modernism Jāzeps Grosvalds, titled I am now committed to living for art, is presented in the Great Hall of the main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art in Riga (Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1).

Jāzeps Grosvalds (1891–1920) was a very multifaceted, immensely talented personality about whom it is possible to say that, in essence, all his activities can be considered artistic expression – not only artworks, but also letters, diaries, sumptuous self-made journals, even his modern way of dressing.

The turning point in Jāzeps Grosvalds’ life, which made him mature both as a person and as an artist, was the start of World War I, when, being unable to return to Paris, he became acquainted with other young Latvian artists. Grosvalds, who held the technical ability and broad knowledge of art history of his colleagues in high regard and who himself, in turn, had the opportunity to educate them on the latest artistic trends, was to become the originator of classical modernism in Latvian art, establishing close relationships with his peers and founded the collective Zaļā puķe [The Green Flower]. At the same time, in this moment he became particularly conscious of himself as a representative of the Latvian nation, turning to nationally significant subjects that formed the basis for the modern art of the young Latvian state that was soon to gain its independence. Jāzeps Grosvalds was the first in many respects – with his cycle of World War I refugees, the cycle of Latvian Riflemen, Russian Revolution of 1917, Eastern Cycle based on his own experiences in the territory of Ancient Persia.
The exhibition shows around 400 Jāzeps Grosvalds’ artworks from the collections of Latvian and Swedish museums as well as private collections, among them, more than 150 works from the Värmlands Museum in Karlstad. The presentation is accompanied by extensive research material in various formats, including digital and audio.

The exhibition talks about classical modernism and its emergence in Latvian art, presenting it through the prism of Jāzeps Grosvalds’ evolution into a modern young gentleman, his rather carefree yet creative impulse-driven dandy’s life in Paris and during travels, his transformation into a defender of his homeland and the originator and documenter of nationally important subjects as well as about the significance of the author’s oeuvre for the development of Latvian art in general.

The opening of the exhibition will coincide with the presentation of an exquisite publication produced in collaboration with Neputns Publishing House and editor Laima Slava – Jāzeps Grosvalds’ book Scenes of Persia [Tableaux persans], the manuscript of which was made in Paris in 1919, shortly after the artist’s return from the territory of Persia, while the book itself has only ever been published once, in 1978 in Stockholm. It contains the descriptions of the most vivid observations and experiences from the journey, which directly resonate with the emotions reflected in his Eastern Cycle. The new book is expanded with copious visual material, making this unique work come to life and leaving a contribution that will last beyond the end of the exhibition. The publication is in four languages – the manuscript’s original French, facsimile and translations in Latvian, English and Swedish.

The exhibition is accompanied by a diverse public programme which encompasses questions of art, history, literature, epistolary heritage and others, representing the events and zeitgeist of the entire beginning of the 20th century through Jāzeps Grosvalds’ personality and oeuvre.

* From Jāzeps Grosvalds’ diary entry in January 1912.
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Supporters:

Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Latvia, State Culture Capital Foundation of Latvia, Signet Bank

Cooperation partners and depositors:

Värmlands Museum in Karlstad (Sweden), Riga History and Navigation Museum, Zuzāns collection, 
Andris Kļaviņš collection and other private collections
Exhibition curator:

Ieva Kalnača, Head of the Project Management Department / Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 67 716 123, GSM: (+371) 28 325 624, E: Ieva.Kalnaca@lnmm.lv
Exhibition design:
Ieva Stūre
Curator of The Memorial Collection of Jāzeps Grosvalds:

Aija Zandersone
Curator of education programme:

Anna Pūtele
Exhibition communication:

Katrīna Vastlāve
INTERNET SOURCES:

www.lnmm.lv
FACEBOOK: Latvijas Nacionālais mākslas muzejs
TWITTER: @LNMM_muzejs
INSTAGRAM: @makslasmuzejs
YOUTUBE: MĀKSLAS MUZEJI / LNMMvideos
#lnmm

#MansMuzejs

The main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–17.00, ticket office 10.00–16.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION: 
NB! (this ticket allows you to visit the entire museum)

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
8,00 EUR

Students, seniors:
4,50 EUR

Schoolchildren:
3,50 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 5,00–7,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; Ukrainian citizens by presenting an identity document or other document proving Ukrainian citizenship; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES AT THE MUSEUM:

1. Please do not visit the museum, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, or if you must be in self-isolation, home quarantine or strict isolation. The museum has the right to prohibit the entry to the museum to persons with signs of respiratory infection and ask them to leave the museum.

2. Please use contactless payment and bank cards or register on Mobilly mobile app and conveniently purchase tickets on your phone.

PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
1.
Jāzeps Grosvalds. Self-portrait. 1910. Oil on cardboard. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Photo: Normunds Brasliņš

2.
Jāzeps Grosvalds in Jersey in 1911. Photograph from the Memorial Collection of Jāzeps Grosvalds, Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Publicity photo
3.
Jāzeps Grosvalds in Spain in 1913. Photograph from the Memorial Collection of Jāzeps Grosvalds, Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Publicity photo
4.
Jāzeps Grosvalds in Petrograd in 1916. Photograph from the Memorial Collection of Jāzeps Grosvalds, Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Publicity photo
5.
Jāzeps Grosvalds. In the Outskirts of Paris. 1914. Oil on canvas. 

Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Photo: Normunds Brasliņš

6.
Jāzeps Grosvalds. Cavalry Under Fire. 1916–1917. Watercolour on paper. 

Collection of the Värmlands Museum, Karlstad, Sweden. Publicity photo

7.
Jāzeps Grosvalds. Old Refugee. 1917. Oil on canvas. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Photo: Normunds Brasliņš

8.
Jāzeps Grosvalds. White Crosses. 1917. Oil on canvas. 

Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Photo: Normunds Brasliņš

9.
Jāzeps Grosvalds. Hamadan. 1918. Watercolour on paper. 
Collection of the Värmlands Museum, Karlstad, Sweden. Publicity photo
10.
Jāzeps Grosvalds. Three Women on the Streets of Baghdad. 1919. Oil on canvas. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Photo: Normunds Brasliņš
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