[image: image1.jpg]LATVIAN
NATIONAL
MUSEUM
OF ART




MASS  MEDIA  RELEASE

Riga, 6 March 2023

Imants Vecozols. Refraction of Light
Exhibition from The Generation cycle

11 March – 23 July 2023
The main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / right wing (2nd floor)

Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga

Refraction of Light, an exhibition dedicated to the seventy years of creative work of Latvian painter and pedagogue Imants Vecozols, is presented in the LNMA’s cycle The Generation in the right wing galleries of the 2nd floor of the main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art in Riga (Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1) from 11 March to 23 July 2023.
The name of Imants Vecozols is predominantly associated with still-lifes yet his painterly practice is broad and diverse. Artist has worked in different genres – landscapes, portraits, rural scenes and ambitious figural compositions. Author uses a variety of techniques – oil, tempera, watercolour, pastel and collage, employing both alla prima painting and gradually building up his work layer by layer. Imants Vecozols’ oeuvre is permeated by his interest in the portrayal of Latvian life, household and everyday.
Imants Vecozols was born in 1933 in Kārzdaba and spent his childhood in the native homestead of his mother in Liezēre. In 1949, Imants Vecozols entered the Janis Rozentāls Riga Art School, which he graduated in 1954 with the diploma work In the Mechanical Workshops. From 1954 to 1960, Vecozols studied at the Department of Painting of the Art Academy of the Latvian SSR, from which he graduated with distinction with the work On the Railway Embankment. During his studies the artist found inspiration from the supervisor of his diploma work, Eduards Kalniņš, pedagogue Konrāds Ubāns as well as painters Jānis Liepiņš and Ģederts Eliass.
Imants Vecozols has been taking part in exhibitions since 1958 and became a member of the Artists’ Union of Latvia in 1962. The painter’s early career corresponds to the development of the “harsh style” in Latvian art, with the author actively working on figural compositions and painting portraits. While the figural compositions of the 60s show a high level of detail, in the 70s, the style of Imants Vecozols changes in search for new forms of expression. In painting the portraits of people close to him – father, mother, wife Ruta, colleagues and now also his grandsons – Imants Vecozols underlines the characteristic features of each model.
In the 70s, Imants Vecozols holds first solo exhibitions as well as is showing his works abroad. Alongside painting the outskirts of the city, he produced white still-lifes, which are characterised by a simple world of objects, an almost monochrome colour scheme and an expressive impasto brushstroke. In the late 70s and 80s, a more laconic form of expression appears – all attention is concentrated on only one or a handful of objects. For example, the glass vessel on a plank that almost blends with the wall in the work Birch Sap (1978) or the reflection of light on a rough wall in the painting Kitchen Table (1978). Similar compositions also appear in the 21st century, with the addition of collages from newspaper clippings.
Imants Vecozols continues to actively paint and his works have started to show references to current events in Latvia and abroad. The seeming order that could be seen in the artist’s paintings in the 80s is now being deconstructed and altered. Collage mixes with painting, reality is broken up and transformed to offer a kind of resistance to processes which cannot be stopped.

The title of the exhibition was inspired by the physical phenomenon of the refraction of light – traveling from one medium to another with a different speed of light propagation, the direction of the light ray changes. Refraction of light makes it possible to observe changes in the forms, placement and dimensions of objects. Likewise, in seeking and painting light, Imants Vecozols has, over his seventy-year career, given viewers the opportunity to grasp time, space, Zeitgeist and the changes taking place therein.

The exhibition presents paintings from the Latvian National Museum of Art collection and the author’s private collection to explore the different stages of Imants Vecozols’ artistic practice, from early works to the most recent compositions.
Text by Agnese Zviedre

About the exhibition cycle The Generation
Each generation belongs to an era. The Latvian National Museum of Art’s (LNMA) exhibition cycle The Generation began in 2016, focusing on art of the second half of the 20th century. The cycle’s programme is realised in the 4th Floor Exhibition Halls and since 2021 also in the right wing exposition halls on the 2nd floor of the main building of LNMA. The exhibitions devoted to many important figures in Latvian art have been held, such as Boriss Bērziņš, Felicita Pauļuka, Daina Riņķe, Henrijs Klēbahs, Līvija Endzelīna, Hilda Vīka, Gunārs Krollis, Džemma Skulme, Romualds Geikins, Daina Dagnija, Jānis Pauļuks, Māra Kažociņa, Inta Celmiņa, Auseklis Baušķenieks, Gunārs Cīlītis, Jānis Aivars Karlovs, Biruta Baumane, Lea Dāvidova-Medene, Imants Vecozols. There are exhibitions in preparation for Aija Jurjāne, Rolands Kaņeps, Rūsiņš Rozīte, Līga Purmale.
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The main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–17.00, ticket office 10.00–16.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION: 
NB! (this ticket allows you to visit the entire museum)

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
6,00 EUR

Students, seniors:
3,00 EUR

Schoolchildren:
2,00 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 5,00–7,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; Ukrainian citizens by presenting an identity document or other document proving Ukrainian citizenship; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES AT THE MUSEUM:

1. Please do not visit the museum, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, or if you must be in self-isolation, home quarantine or strict isolation. The museum has the right to prohibit the entry to the museum to persons with signs of respiratory infection and ask them to leave the museum.

2. Please use contactless payment and bank cards or register on Mobilly mobile app and conveniently purchase tickets on your phone.

3. Please take care of hand disinfection. Museums’ premises and surfaces are regularly cleaned and disinfected.
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