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Circus Under the Cupola.
An Exhibition by Ieva Epnere
4 June – 1 August 2021

The main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / Cupola Hall (5th floor)

Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga, LV-1010, Latvia

From 4 June to 1 August 2021, the Cupola Hall of the main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art in Riga (Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1) will host Ieva Epnere’s exhibition Circus Under the Cupola.

Ieva Epnere is the winner of the Purvītis Prize 2019. Her exhibition, Circus Under the Cupola, is based on photographs of the Riga Circus made over the period of 2004–2008. The legendary Riga Circus was closed in 2016, Ieva Epnere’s series of photographs suddenly acquired a conclusion.

In 2019/2020, the artist had the opportunity to live and work in Berlin. Her book Rīgas cirks (Riga Circus) was developed un published during Ieva Epnere’s fellowship with the Artists-in-Berlin Programme of the DAAD (Berliner Künstlerprogramm des DAAD*).
In her exhibition Circus Under the Cupola, Ieva Epnere imbues a documentary approach with metaphoric radiance. Personal experience led the artist to research cultural history and read literature about circus, uncovering the genre’s legacy and continuity. For centuries people have marvelled at tightrope walkers, jugglers, jokers, trapeze artists, at the intensity and endurance of their creative power, their total dedication to work. Comedians are part of the circus phenomenon.
In her new video piece, together with actress Guna Zariņa and artist Kirils Ēcis, Ieva Epnere reflects on creative personality’s space of freedom and existence. Historically, many artists have identified themselves with circus performers – people who live on the margins. The outward brilliance and magnificent spectacle may conceal melancholia and alienation. The video was produced at a time when all cultural venues were closed. The Cherry Orchard was sacrificed. We may recall, that French painter Henri Matisse, being bedridden, cut out bold collages of acrobats symbolising movement.
How to find orientation in an ambiguous situation? How to find a new language of expression and replenish creative energy? How to overcome uncertainty and one’s own physical limitations?
The exhibition presents photographs from the Riga Circus series, screenprints and a video.
Ieva Epnere’s book Rīgas cirks (Riga Circus), which includes texts by art historian Anita Vanaga (Latvia), writer Tom McCarthy (UK) and curator Zane Onckule (Latvia), and the exhibition Circus Under the Cupola will open simultaneously in the Cupola Hall of the Latvian National Museum of Art.
* The Artists-in-Berlin Programme is funded by the German Federal Foreign Office and the Senate of Berlin.

ABOUT THE ARTIST

Ieva Epnere graduated from the Department of Visual Communication (2003) and Department of Textile Arts (2001) at the Art Academy of Latvia and post-graduate studies at HISK, Ghent (2012).

Most important personal exhibitions: On Water, Wind, and Faces of Stone (Fogo Island Gallery, Fogo Island, 2018), Hybrid Identities (HIT Gallery, Bratislava, 2018), Sea of Living Memories (Art in General, New York, 2016), Pyramiden and Other Stories (Zachęta Project Room, Warsaw, 2015), A No-Man’s Land, An Everyman’s Land (Kim? Contemporary Art Center, Riga, 2015), Waiting Room (Contretype, Brussels, 2015), Mindscapes (Kim? Contemporary Art Center, Riga, 2013).

Most important group exhibitions: And That Song Is Our Amulet (Galerie Wedding, Berlin, 2020), Alias: A Different Look at Aalst (Netwerk, Aalst, 2019), 12th Kaunas Biennial After Leaving/Before Arriving (Kaunas, 2019), Purvītis Prize 2019 (Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga, 2019), One Place After Another (Jewish Museum and Tolerance Center, Moscow, 2018), Everything Was Forever Until It Was No More (Riga International Biennial of Contemporary Art (RIBOCA), 2018), How To Live Together (Kunsthalle Wien, 2017), 62. International Short Film Festival Oberhausen (2016), Identity. Behind the Curtain of Uncertainty (National Art Museum of Ukraine, Kyiv, 2016), 6th Moscow Biennale of Contemporary Art (2015).

[image: image2.jpg]m
=z
o
—=

G

LATVIAN
O GOETHE B I ER* IJA
N | s Cy s ONIEE RD
OF ART CULTURE CAPITAL FOUNDATION

o)
Q
)
o




EXHIBITION CURATOR:

Līna Birzaka-Priekule, Exhibition Curator / Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 67 716115, E: Lina.Priekule@lnmm.lv
CURATOR OF THE EDUCATION PROGRAMME:

Laura Dravniece, Curator of Education / Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 67 324461, E: Laura.Dravniece@lnmm.lv
INTERNET SOURCES:

www.lnmm.lv
FACEBOOK: Latvijas Nacionālais mākslas muzejs

YOUTUBE: Latvian National Museum of Art / LNMMvideos

TWITTER: @LNMM_muzejs

INSTAGRAM: @latviannationalmuseumofart

#lnmm

The main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–17.00, ticket office 10.00–16.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:
NB! (this ticket gives you access to all permanent displays)
Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
3,00 EUR

Students, seniors:
1,50 EUR

Schoolchildren:
0,50 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 5,00–7,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES AT THE MUSEUM:

1. Please do not visit the museum, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, or if you must be in self-isolation, home quarantine or strict isolation. The museum has the right to prohibit the entry to the museum to persons with signs of respiratory infection and ask them to leave the museum.

2. LNMA museums are open only to individual visitors or members of one household.

3. Every museum visitor from the age of 7 must wear a face mask.

4. LNMA museums do not provide services to people who do not comply with epidemiological safety requirements, including the use of a face mask.

5. During the visit, a distance of 2 meters from other visitors and museum staff must be kept, information in visual instructions and audio announcements, as well as instructions from museum staff must be followed.
6. Please use contactless payment and bank cards or register on Mobilly mobile app and conveniently purchase tickets on your phone.

7. Each museum has set a maximum number of visitors who can be in the building at the same time, providing at least 25 m² of space per person.

8. If possible, a one-way flow of visitors is organized in the museum premises to ensure the distance of 2 meters.

9. Please take care of hand disinfection. Museums’ premises and surfaces are regularly cleaned and disinfected.

10. Before visiting the LNMA, please check out our latest guidelines regarding prevention, and risk reduction regarding transmission of the current coronavirus in COVID-19 section on museum’s homepage: http://www.lnmm.lv/en/visit/covid_19.

PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
1.
Ieva Epnere. Cook Galina Yakovleva. Backstage With Circus Artists. 2006. Photograph.

Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
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