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Riga, 23 April 2022

Ieva Balode. Loop of Fear
Solo show
30 April – 12 June 2022
The main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / Cupola Hall (5th floor)
Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga, LV-1010, Latvia

From 30 April to 12 June 2022, the Cupola Hall of the main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art in Riga (Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1) will host Ieva Balode’s solo show Loop of Fear.

Ieva Balode’s exhibition turns to the subject of fear in society, which is particularly relevant today, after two years of the pandemic and the current horrors of the war in Ukraine. Fear has always existed in a variety of gradations and forms: fear of the unknown, fear of the dark, fear of the enemy, fear of death. Since the beginnings of mankind fear has been both a driving force for humanity and a stumbling block. It is an instinctive force that has made humanity form communities for safety and shelter from the danger that is lurking in darkness. The fear of death has compelled civilisations to build temples and for people to dedicate their lives to preparing society for the afterlife.

Likewise, the medium of analogue photography and analogue cinema, which Ieva Balode uses in this exhibition, embodies this same fear – the fear to lose and forget what once took place or was alive. It is the propensity to make the world immortal, the propensity to freeze time in a capsule for eternity, which, through the lens of the camera, leaves an instant’s impression on the light-sensitive surface of the film. Here light serves as a record on the surface of a film, which, by dispelling darkness in the body of the camera, captures what is in front of it through the glass of the lens, similar to the human eye.

The exhibition presents 16 mm film loops and spatial image projections. Their mechanical nature interacts with the architecture of the hall to create a slight sense of alarm, reminding us of the fragility and mortality of the material world. The exposition gives visitors the opportunity to become familiar with the photochemical film stock as a kinetic object which, together with several other analogue projectors, illuminate the museum’s gallery in a different light.
About the artist
Ieva Balode is an artist and analogue film activist who works with analogue film and image. She earned her BA and MA from the Department of Visual Communication at the Art Academy of Latvia. Her interest in analogue media resides in its relationship to nature, memory and human perception. The author’s works have been exhibited in art galleries Platform (Munich, 2020), Den Frie (Copenhagen, 2019), Villa Vassilieff (Paris, 2018), Latvian National Museum of Art (2018–2020), Latvian Museum of Photography (2018), LCCA Office Gallery (Riga, 2016), Daugavpils Mark Rothko Art Centre (2018), Бükü (Leipzig, 2016), 1st Riga International Biennial of Contemporary Art (2018), Riga Photomonth as well as international film festivals: Harkat 16mm film festival (India, 2021), 65th International Short Film Festival Oberhausen (Germany, 2019), KRAAK (Belgium, 2019), Luminous Void (Ireland, 2018–2019), MIEFF (Russia, 2018), Riga IFF (Latvia, 2017–2021), EKF Process (Latvia, 2017–2021), Kinoskop (Serbia, 2017–2019), TIFF Wavelength series (Canada, 2017), Zabroffka (Poland, 2013), Oslo Screen Festival (Norway, 2012) and others.

As a cinema activist Ieva Balode is the founder of Baltic Analog Lab – an artist collective providing a space and platform for the production, research and education of analogue cinema. Since 2017 she is also a director of the Riga-based experimental film festival Process.
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The main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–17.00, ticket office 10.00–16.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:
NB! (this ticket gives you access to all permanent displays)
Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
3,00 EUR

Students, seniors:
1,50 EUR

Schoolchildren:
0,50 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 5,00–7,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; Ukrainian citizens by presenting an identity document or other document proving Ukrainian citizenship; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES AT THE MUSEUM:

1. Please do not visit the museum, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, or if you must be in self-isolation, home quarantine or strict isolation. The museum has the right to prohibit the entry to the museum to persons with signs of respiratory infection and ask them to leave the museum.

2. During the visit, a distance of 2 meters from other visitors and museum staff must be kept. If possible, a one-way flow of visitors is organized in the museum premises to ensure the distance of 2 meters.

3. Please use contactless payment and bank cards or register on Mobilly mobile app and conveniently purchase tickets on your phone.

4. Please take care of hand disinfection. Museums’ premises and surfaces are regularly cleaned and disinfected.
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