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“It seemed whole world too narrow...”
Gustavs Šķilters’ Travels at the Beginning of the 20th Century
4 June – 29 August 2021

The main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / 4th Floor Exhibition Halls

Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga, LV-1010, Latvia

From 4 June to 29 August 2021, the exhibition “It seemed whole world too narrow...”. Gustavs Šķilters’ Travels at the Beginning of the 20th Century will be on display in the 4th Floor Exhibition Halls of the main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art in Riga (Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1).

Ever since the first exhibitions of the Impressionists in the 1870s, Paris has been one of the most significant centres of the art world and the birthplace of many artistic styles and movements. When Gustavs Šķilters came to Paris on a grant from the Stieglitz School of Art at the beginning of the 20th century, the heat from the raging battles that surrounded the name and personality of the great French sculptor Auguste Rodin (François-Auguste-René Rodin, 1840–1917) was in the air. Setting off on his first journey through Germany to Paris, the young Latvian artist had already decided to find a way to Rodin, therefore he settled near the place where the ground floor of a two-storey wooden building on the Boulevard du Montparnasse housed Rodin’s “academy” – i.e., studio, which he joined. In the studio, large attention was devoted to drawing. During this period, Rodin himself was more engaged in drawing studies than ever before. On his initiative, one of the main exercises for the attendees was the study of the freely walking model in pencil and soft watercolour. Šķilters has produced many such compositions, depicting a model’s movement with the help of a paintbrush.

The Paris period was very creative and intense for the sculptor. Gustavs Šķilters exhibited his works in well-known Parisian art salons – in the Champ de Mars and Champs-Élysées. Taking advantage of the opportunity, the artist also travelled frequently, getting acquainted to the most important art centres in Western Europe. Šķilters was particularly interested in folk life and customs, therefore he often gladly travelled on foot and usually brought back a significant number of watercolours from his journeys. He devoted most of his attention to the genre of landscape, portraying nature, historical and cultural monuments, folk life and human types. During his travels, the artist not only made drawings, but also wrote accounts of the places he visited. Šķilters visited the regions of France and many European countries – Spain, Italy, the Netherlands, Switzerland, Germany, United Kingdom. He also travelled outside Europe – to Morocco (North Africa), as demonstrated by his correspondence with Catalan artist Oleguer Junyent (1876–1956). The collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art preserves around 40 of Gustavs Šķilters’ watercolours produced during his journeys.
Paris has always been a dream for young artists. At the beginning of the 20th century, it was home to artists of many different nationalities. Being sociable by nature, Gustavs Šķilters soon got to know and established friendships with young sculptors and painters of French, Spanish and Catalan as well as Greek, Russian and other nationalities. The exhibition includes the busts of the artist’s friends created during this period which are held in the museum’s collection – Greek artist Demetrios Galanis (1879–1966), French artist Bernard Naudin (1876–1946) and Spanish artist García (?).

The exhibition presents photographs, letters, postcards, which are accompanied by correspondence with one Gustavs Šķilters’ closest friends from this time, Catalan artist Oleguer Junyent, whom he got to know at the École des Beaux-Arts in Paris and with whom he visited several European countries. Russian Artists’ Society, which was a gathering place for artists that had come from Russia, was located near Šķilters’ studio. The young Latvian sculptor also visited them from time to time, since he knew some of the artists already from Saint Petersburg.

Having returned from Paris and residing in Saint Petersburg, Gustavs Šķilters travelled to the Scandinavian countries on several occasions. Thus, he came to the Far North and Lapland, where he got to know the life of the Lapps (today: Sámi). In Finland, Šķilters visited Janis Rozentāls (1866–1916), with whom he maintained a friendship, and stayed with Jāzeps Vītols (1863–1948) near Lake Perkjärvi. While travelling in Sweden and Norway, the artist visited the Baltic Exhibition in Malmö (1914).

ABOUT THE ARTIST

Gustavs Šķilters (1874–1954) is the first professional Latvian sculptor. The beginning of the master’s career coincided with the change of styles and movements in Western European art, when the academic tradition already seemed dated, while new ones were still emerging. Gustavs Šķilters’ talent found diverse expressions – not only in sculpture and applied arts, but also in watercolour painting, fine and miniature graphic art, showing him as an accomplished draughtsman. The artist also was engaged in literature, wrote stories, poetry, published articles about art. The sculptor can definitely be considered among the leading Latvian masters of Art Nouveau. He produced outstanding works of sculpture and applied arts, which today can be considered classic examples of Art Nouveau in Latvian art.
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The project was implemented with the support of the State Culture Capital Foundation of Latvia (SCCF) within the programme Creation of Future Cultural Content in All Cultural Sectors in order to reduce the impact of Covid-19.
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OPENING HOURS:

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–17.00, ticket office 10.00–16.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:
NB! (this ticket gives you access to all permanent displays)
Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
3,00 EUR

Students, seniors:
1,50 EUR

Schoolchildren:
0,50 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 5,00–7,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES AT THE MUSEUM:

1. Please do not visit the museum, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, or if you must be in self-isolation, home quarantine or strict isolation. The museum has the right to prohibit the entry to the museum to persons with signs of respiratory infection and ask them to leave the museum.

2. LNMA museums are open only to individual visitors or members of one household.

3. Every museum visitor from the age of 7 must wear a face mask.

4. LNMA museums do not provide services to people who do not comply with epidemiological safety requirements, including the use of a face mask.

5. During the visit, a distance of 2 meters from other visitors and museum staff must be kept, information in visual instructions and audio announcements, as well as instructions from museum staff must be followed.
6. Please use contactless payment and bank cards or register on Mobilly mobile app and conveniently purchase tickets on your phone.

7. Each museum has set a maximum number of visitors who can be in the building at the same time, providing at least 25 m² of space per person.

8. If possible, a one-way flow of visitors is organized in the museum premises to ensure the distance of 2 meters.

9. Please take care of hand disinfection. Museums’ premises and surfaces are regularly cleaned and disinfected.

10. Before visiting the LNMA, please check out our latest guidelines regarding prevention, and risk reduction regarding transmission of the current coronavirus in COVID-19 section on museum’s homepage: http://www.lnmm.lv/en/visit/covid_19.

PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
1.
Gustavs Šķilters with his artist-friends in Paris. 1903. Photograph. 

Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art. Publicity photo
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Gustavs Šķilters with his artist-friends in Paris. 1903. Photograph. 
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3.
Gustavs Šķilters. Boats on the Shore. 1902. Watercolour on paper. 
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Gustavs Šķilters. City Corner in France. 1904. Watercolour on paper. 
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Gustavs Šķilters. The Gardens of Versailles. 1904. Watercolour on paper. 
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Gustavs Šķilters. Weeper (Nude). 1906. Watercolour and pencil on paper. 
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Gustavs Šķilters. Spanish Dancer. 1908. Pastel on paper. 
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