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MASS  MEDIA  RELEASE

Riga, 2 February 2022 [last update: 01.03.2022]
ES_TEXT
5 February – 1 May 2022

The main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / Great Exhibition Hall (-2nd floor)
Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga, LV-1010, Latvia
Media tour of exhibition on 4 February 2022 at 11.00

Registration of participants: 10.30–11.00. Safe event *

From 5 February to 1 May 2022, the exhibition ES_TEXT will be held in the Great Hall of the main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art in Riga (Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1).

Texts permeate our daily life, they look at us from the screens of our devices, talk to us from our television sets, podcasts and announcements. Urban environment can no longer be conceived without signs, messages, posters, graffiti and other texts and it is impossible to imagine what it would be like if they had never appeared in art.
Curators of the exhibition, Elita Ansone and Leonards Laganovskis, turn to works of art that include text – text-based art or linguistic conceptualism. Over the course of the 20th century text-based works have persistently penetrated into visual art until the conceptualists, in their fight for the dematerialisation of art in the 1960s, decided to push images out of works of art altogether, or, more precisely, transformed text itself into an image. A new artistic movement, conceptual art, was defined in the late 1960s, having already worked to circumvent the ever more commercialised art world for the entire decade. To a large extent, the beginnings of conceptual art are connected specifically to linguistic conceptualism.
Half a century after the birth of conceptual art, the exhibition ES_TEXT surveys examples from Latvian art whose main aspect is an idea represented in words. In these “word pieces”, like in semiotics, attention is directed towards the systems of signs used by society and the ways in which information, whose form and content is a result of social contract, is passed through the visual representation of these signs. Without this convention, it would be impossible to communicate about cultural processes.
One of the most important systems of convention is language, whose understanding helps in communication. The exhibition’s title, ES_TEXT, includes letters and words from different languages, the first is the Latvian personal pronoun, followed by the underscore which is typical of digital texts, after which we see the English word for text. ES_TEXT can also be read in Latin, meaning ‘you are text’. The title of the exhibition suggests that boundaries between languages as well as forms and functions of text will be broken down, generating an interplay of the endless possibilities of signs, meanings, forms and functions. The exhibition uses an inter-textual approach, making works of art ‘talk’ to each other.
The exhibition presents around 200 works by 70 artists – objects and installations, painting and graphic art, photography and video, books and diaries, materials from the artists’ archives. Among the artists are recipients and nominees of the Purvītis Prize, Ilmārs Blumbergs, Ēriks Božis, Andris Breže, Ivars Drulle, Kristaps Ģelzis, Miķelis Fišers, Kristaps Kalns and Sarmīte Māliņa, Maija Kurševa, Krišs Salmanis, text group Orbita – Artūrs Punte, Vladimir Svetlov, Sergei Timofeyev and Alexander Zapol; artists from the first generation of Latvian conceptualists, Juris Boiko, Hardijs Lediņš, Andrejs Kalnačs, Leonards Laganovskis; artists, whose works use words, signs, letters, numbers, texts to express their ideas – Māris Bišofs, Kristians Brekte, Izolde Cēsniece, Miervaldis Polis, Līga Purmale, Guntars Sietiņš, Māris Subačs, Imants Tillers, Rūsiņš Rozīte, Valdis Villerušs and many more.
One of the characteristics of text-based art in Latvia is the so-called poetic conceptualism – works created through the synthesis of quotations from literature, painterly aesthetics, imagination and text. An important part of the exhibition are works which should be seen in social and political context, which strive to push the viewer out of the comfort zone and are critical. In text-based art, an ironical perspective on a phenomenon is expressed using the visual language of that phenomenon. The selection of exhibits also includes examples of art and older artefacts created before the heyday of Latvian conceptualism in the 1980s. The earliest work in the exhibition is Jānis Pauļuks’ 1945 painting Felicita with the Newspaper, while the oldest artefact is a copy of the Rosetta Stone (196 BC).
The exhibition includes materials from the Art Museum RIGA BOURSE, National Library of Latvia, Latvian State Archive of Film and Photophono Documents, Museum of the History of Riga and Navigation. Artworks come from the collections of the Latvian National Museum of Art, future Latvian Museum of Contemporary Art, Zuzāns Collection, Art Fund of the ABLV Bank, AS in liquidation, Balvi Regional Museum, Jūrmala City Museum and artists’ own collections. Several artists have created works especially for this exhibition.
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The main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–17.00, ticket office 10.00–16.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
3,50 EUR

Schoolchildren, students, seniors:
2,00 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 5,00–7,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES AT THE MUSEUM:

1. Please do not visit the museum, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, or if you must be in self-isolation, home quarantine or strict isolation. The museum has the right to prohibit the entry to the museum to persons with signs of respiratory infection and ask them to leave the museum.

2. Every museum visitor from the age of 7 must wear a medical face mask or unvalved respirator with a level of safety FFP2 – FFP3 or KN95. Children between the ages of 7 and 11 are able to use non-medical (fabric) masks. Please use a face mask correctly, covering the nose and mouth, throughout the visit.

3. LNMA museums do not provide services to people who do not comply with epidemiological safety requirements, including the correct use of a face mask.

4. During the visit, a distance of 2 meters from other visitors and museum staff must be kept. If possible, a one-way flow of visitors is organized in the museum premises to ensure the distance of 2 meters.

5. Please use contactless payment and bank cards or register on Mobilly mobile app and conveniently purchase tickets on your phone.

6. Please take care of hand disinfection. Museums’ premises and surfaces are regularly cleaned and disinfected.

7. Before visiting the LNMA, please check out our latest guidelines regarding prevention and risk reduction regarding transmission of the current Covid-19 coronavirus in the Safe visit to the museum section on LNMA’s homepage: https://www.lnmm.lv/en/safe-visit.

PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
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Rūsiņš Rozīte. Mathematician’s Still Life. 1968. Oil on canvas. 
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Rūsiņš Rozīte. Writer’s Still Life. 1968. Oil on canvas. 
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Leonards Laganovskis. End of the Movie. 1989. Oil on canvas. 
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4.
Andrejs Kalnačs. Bild. 1998. Oil on canvas. 
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5.
Ēriks Božis. Kzzz… 1999. Metal, plywood, plastic, screws, adhesive tape, electric bulbs, wiring. 
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6.
Māris Bišofs. X x x. 2002. Watercolour and Indian ink on paper. 
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7.
Artūrs Virtmanis. Fucking Times. 2010. Charcoal on paper. 
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