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MASS  MEDIA  RELEASE

Riga, 24 January 2022 [last update: 19.04.2022]
Dzintra Vilks. Still Life with a Migratory Bird
25 February – 5 June 2022
The main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / 4th Floor Exhibition Halls

Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga, LV-1010, Latvia

Media tour of exhibition on 24 February 2022 at 12.00

Registration of participants: 11.30–12.00. Safe event *

From 25 February to 5 June 2022, Latvian textile artist Dzintra Vilks’ solo exhibition Still Life with a Migratory Bird will be held in the 4th Floor Exhibition Halls of the main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art in Riga (Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1).

The name of Dzintra Vilks is among the most prominent in the world of Latvian textile and fibre art. For many years, exhibition visitors have been delighted by the master’s creative handwriting: recognisable and unique, diverse and in constant search for new impressions, forms and materials.
Still Life with a Migratory Bird – art and nature. Since the very beginnings of her career, nature has been Dzintra Vilks’ most fundamental theme. Drawing inspiration from the forest, meadow, wind, insects, birds, seasons and blades of grass, the author creates tapestries and spatial compositions based on a motif or form which is expressed in the language of textile art. Although nature takes visual precedence in Dzintra Vilks’ works, they always convey a deeper meaning, a special message carried by a newly created work.
The artist has the ability to instantly recognise what is characteristic and important, to separate it from what is inessential, therefore her expression appears to possess an approachable, universal value. The materials used in her works are usually sourced from nature and understandable to all – linen, wool, silk, rag yarn, willow branches. Dzintra Vilks’ mastery rests on her impeccable knowledge of techniques and materials, revealing the fascinating diversity of textile art.
“I am one of those artists who build their expression on classical and ancient techniques. Plain weave, satin weave, tapestry, three-shaft twill, Nordic weave, Persian weave – in weaving; darning, sewing, broderie, embroidery, knitting, crocheting – in works made with needle and thread, without a loom. For the presentation of my idea, I use one of the basic elements of ancient textiles – a rhythmical repetition of pattern, motif. Virtually all of my works are without a beginning and without an end. That also comes from nature – an eternal, harmonious repetition of rhythm – like the change of seasons,” says Dzintra Vilks.
Dzintra Vilks’ Still Life with a Migratory Bird at the Latvian National Museum of Art encompasses works created since 2015. Many of textile compositions have been created in preparation for this certain personal exhibition, which provides an insight in the artist’s worldview and invites the visitor to a conversation about nature’s beauty, power and fragility.
Dzintra Vilks studied at the Riga Secondary School of Applied Arts (1969–1972) and the Art Academy of Latvia (1973–1978). She considers Edīte Pauls-Vīgnere and Rūdolfs Heimrāts to be her main teachers and sources of inspiration in textile art. Dzintra Vilks’ works are beloved in Latvia and have been exhibited and are held in private and museum collections throughout the world – Australia, Canada, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Hong Kong, Italy, Mexico, Norway, Poland, Russia, Spain, USA, and other countries.
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The main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–17.00, ticket office 10.00–16.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:
NB! (this ticket gives you access to all permanent displays)
Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
3,00 EUR

Students, seniors:
1,50 EUR

Schoolchildren:
0,50 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 5,00–7,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES AT THE MUSEUM:

1. Please do not visit the museum, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, or if you must be in self-isolation, home quarantine or strict isolation. The museum has the right to prohibit the entry to the museum to persons with signs of respiratory infection and ask them to leave the museum.

2. Every museum visitor from the age of 7 must wear a medical face mask or unvalved respirator with a level of safety FFP2 – FFP3 or KN95. Children between the ages of 7 and 11 are able to use non-medical (fabric) masks. Please use a face mask correctly, covering the nose and mouth, throughout the visit.
3. LNMA museums do not provide services to people who do not comply with epidemiological safety requirements, including the correct use of a face mask.

4. During the visit, a distance of 2 meters from other visitors and museum staff must be kept. If possible, a one-way flow of visitors is organized in the museum premises to ensure the distance of 2 meters.

5. Please use contactless payment and bank cards or register on Mobilly mobile app and conveniently purchase tickets on your phone.

6. Please take care of hand disinfection. Museums’ premises and surfaces are regularly cleaned and disinfected.

7. Before visiting the LNMA, please check out our latest guidelines regarding prevention and risk reduction regarding transmission of the current Covid-19 coronavirus in the Safe visit to the museum section on LNMA’s homepage: https://www.lnmm.lv/en/safe-visit.
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Textile artist Dzintra Vilks. 2014. Photograph from Dzintra Vilks’ private archive. Photo: Didzis Grodzs

2.
Dzintra Vilks. Winter. 2015. Wool, cotton, synthetic, linen, viscose. Technique: tapestry, Persian weave. Property of the artist. Photo: Pēteris Tenisons
3.
Dzintra Vilks. Autumn. 2017. Rag yarn, wool, linen, silk, bone, sisal. Technique: tapestry, soumak, Persian weave, embroidery, winding, mixed media. Property of the artist. Photo: Pēteris Tenisons

4.
Dzintra Vilks. Autumn. Fragment. 2017. Rag yarn, wool, linen, silk, bone, sisal. Technique: tapestry, soumak, Persian weave, embroidery, winding, mixed media. Property of the artist. Photo: Pēteris Tenisons

5.
Dzintra Vilks. Stubble. 2018. Bamboo, sisal. Mixed media. Property of the artist. Photo: Didzis Grodzs
6.
Dzintra Vilks. Before the Journey. 2021. Willow branches, cotton, linen, synthetic, wool, hemp. Mixed media. Property of the artist. Photo: Ieva Kalnača

7.
Dzintra Vilks. Before the Journey. Fragment. 2021. Willow branches, cotton, linen, synthetic, wool, hemp. Mixed media. Property of the artist. Photo: Ieva Kalnača

8.
Dzintra Vilks. Sketch for the work Before the Journey. Pencil on paper. Property of the artist. Scan
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