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25 July – 1 November 2026
Main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / left wing galleries (2nd floor)
Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga
Press conference on 24 July at 11.00

Registration of participants: 10.30–11.00

From 25 July to 1 November 2026, the left wing galleries of the 2nd floor of the main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art in Riga (Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1) host the exhibition Contemporary Drawings: Florence and Daniel Guerlain’s Donation and Gifts to Centre Pompidou.

This exhibition is an internationally significant and artistically highly valuable collaboration project between the Latvian National Museum of Art (LNMA) and Centre Pompidou. It presents works from the collection donated by collectors and art patrons Florence and Daniel Guerlain to the French institution over the past twenty years.
The Guerlain collection is thematically diverse and distinctly contemporary in nature. From the donation of nearly 1200 works, a multifaceted selection for the exhibition in Riga has been curated, featuring 98 drawings by 43 artists of different nationalities and spanning the 1970s to 2019. Among them are internationally well-known names such as Tony Cragg, Erik Dietman, Marlene Dumas, Robert Longo, Giuseppe Penone, Richard Prince, Gerhard Richter, Kiki Smith, and French artists such as Dove Allouche, Elise Beaucousin, Cathryn Boch, Henri Cueco, Daniel Dezeuze, Vidya Gastaldon, Jean le Gac, Frédérique Loutz, André Raffray, Anne-Marie Schneider, and Gérard Traquandi – most of whom have never been exhibited in Latvia.

The exhibition provides insight into the contemporary practice of drawing. While the works are largely emotional, some reflect a more analytical and rational approach. They captivate with their broad range and the melodic sensations created by the energy of the line. From fleeting strokes to realistic imagery, the refined touch of pencil, graphite, ink, gouache, watercolour, and other materials creates worlds that are either fragile or sturdily constructed.
“As a long-standing co-operation partner of the museum, we are pleased to support initiatives that provide the Latvian public with the opportunity to get to know world art right here in Riga. Such high-level international projects as the exhibition of Centre Pompidou collection enrich our cultural life and at the same time strengthen the country’s international recognition. We highly value the professionalism of the museum team and its ability to build collaboration with the world’s most important cultural institutions,” says Jeļena Buraja, Chairwoman of the Management Board of Rietumu Banka and Member of the Council of the Future Support Foundation.
The exhibition is organised by the Latvian National Museum of Art and Centre Pompidou in Paris. The curator is Laetitia Pesenti, Curatorial Officer of the Graphic Arts Department at Centre Pompidou, and the project manager is Dr. art. Ginta Gerharde-Upeniece, Head of the Latvian Visual Arts Department at LNMA, with the participation of the donors, Florence and Daniel Guerlain.

In this year’s LNMA exhibition programme, drawing is highlighted as a vital artistic medium. From 18 July to 8 November, the Great Hall houses a large-scale Latvian drawings exhibition Embodied Thought. To showcase the global possibilities and trends of drawing techniques, the museum simultaneously presents contemporary drawings from Centre Pompidou, creating an indirect dialogue with the development of drawing in Latvian art.
About Centre Pompidou
Since 1977, Centre Pompidou has been a place of living, engaged culture – a multidisciplinary centre deeply rooted in society and open to the world. In 2025, it embarked on a true metamorphosis, allowing it to remain active and dynamic throughout its renovation and until its reopening in 2030. Through the Constellation programme, the spirit of Centre Pompidou is embodied in numerous partner locations in France and abroad, including Centre Pompidou-Metz, the Grand Palais and soon Centre Pompidou Francilien in Massy.
For the past 15 years, Centre Pompidou has strengthened its international presence through travelling exhibitions, exceptional loans and lasting collaborations. This approach aims to disseminate its collections, share expertise and create dialogues between artistic scenes, while contributing to French cultural diplomacy. The opening of Centre Pompidou around the world plays a key role in this strategy. Following Malaga in 2015 and Shanghai in 2019, two new international locations will open in Seoul and Brussels in 2026, marking an impactful step in the institution’s history. Centre Pompidou favours tailored and evolving collaborations, confirming its importance in the global circulation of art and museum practices.
The Florence and Daniel Guerlain Donation and Gifts to Centre Pompidou
Before Florence and Daniel Guerlain turned to drawing as their primary focus, their collection featured artworks of various types and genres. In 2006, they established the Contemporary Drawing Prize, giving one or more works by the winner to the Musée national d’art moderne (MNAM) after each edition.

In 2012, they made a donation of nearly 1200 works, changing the face of the collection of works on paper of the Graphic Arts Department. Since then, the museum has actively promoted this gift. As early as 2013, the works were displayed in the museum’s exhibition galleries, and the collection was later presented extensively on an international scale – with exhibitions in Sweden (2015), Denmark (2016), Spain (2017), Austria (2019), etc. In 2017, Centre Pompidou hosted the exhibition Ten Years of the Daniel and Florence Guerlain Contemporary Drawing Prize.

From 2023 until Centre Pompidou’s building was closed to the public for renovation works in 2025, there was a specific room in the museum presenting the collection of Florence and Daniel Guerlain. The works are also regularly loaned for exhibitions in France and overseas. They represent an essential section of contemporary creation within the Musée national d’art moderne’s graphic art collection.
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Exhibition curator:
Laetitia Pesenti, Curatorial Officer of the Graphic Arts Department / Centre Pompidou, Paris, France
Project manager:
Dr. art. Ginta Gerharde-Upeniece, Head of the Latvian Visual Arts Department / 
Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga, Latvia
Ph: (+371) 67 716 101, E: Ginta.Gerharde-Upeniece@lnmm.gov.lv
Design and graphic identity:

Ieva Stūre, artist
Educational programme:

Alise Hofmane, Curator of Education / Latvian National Museum of Art
Elīza Brice, Curator of Education / Latvian National Museum of Art
ONLINE RESOURCES:
https://lnmm.gov.lv
www.centrepompidou.fr/en/
FACEBOOK: Latvijas Nacionālais mākslas muzejs
X: @LNMM_muzejs
INSTAGRAM: @makslasmuzejs
YOUTUBE: MĀKSLAS MUZEJI / LNMMvideos
#lnmm

#MansMuzejs

The main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–17.00, ticket office 10.00–16.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:
NB! (this ticket allows you also to visit the permanent exhibition)

Adults:
7,00 EUR

Pupils, students, seniors:
3,50 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 12,00–20,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Free entry is also for (valid status identification card required): pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care; day-care centre, crisis centre and special education pupils; children placed in a social rehabilitation centre and accompanying persons (one teacher or one person per 10 children or pupils); children under 18 years with a disability; persons with a disability 1st and 2nd group; one person accompanying either a child under 18 years with a disability or a person with disability of 1st group; a sign language interpreter accompanying a person with disability of 1st, 2nd or 3rd group; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools; full- and part-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia; students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, cultural heritage, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training; members of the Latvian Artists’ Union; employees of Latvian museums; members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM); members of the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS); Friend of the LNMA card holders; participants of the museum programmes Volunteer Programme and Youth Club; media representatives who are covering museum events; group leaders or teachers (minimum 10 persons); Ukrainian citizens; visitors to events organised by the museum during the annual international campaign European Night of Museums and the contemporary culture forum White Night; all visitors to the permanent exhibition on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.
PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
1.
Frédérique Loutz. Heirad. 2009. Indian ink, watercolour, wax crayons, reconstituted sanguine, metallic gouache on paper. Donation of the Collection of Florence and Daniel Guerlain, 2012. Collection of Centre Pompidou, Paris. © Adagp, Paris, 2026. Photo © Centre Pompidou, MNAM-CCI/André Morin/Dist. GrandPalaisRmn

2.
Marlene Dumas. The Army Is Looking for the Enemy.1985. Paper collage, Indian ink and acrylic on paper. Donation of the Collection of Florence and Daniel Guerlain, 2012. Collection of Centre Pompidou, Paris. © Adagp, Paris, 2026. Photo © Centre Pompidou, MNAM-CCI/Georges Meguerditchian/Dist. GrandPalaisRmn

3.
Leiko Ikemura. Forest Being (Waldwesen). 2006. Watercolour, graphite pencil and glitter gouache on paper. Gift of the Collection of Florence and Daniel Guerlain, 2014. Collection of Centre Pompidou, Paris. © Adagp, Paris, 2026. Photo © Centre Pompidou, MNAM-CCI/Philippe Migeat/Dist. GrandPalaisRmn

4.
Erik Dietman. Krakon. Undated. Charcoal and oil on paper. Donation of the Collection of Florence and Daniel Guerlain, 2012. Collection of Centre Pompidou, Paris. © Adagp, Paris, 2026. 

Photo © Centre Pompidou, MNAM-CCI/André Morin/Dist. GrandPalaisRmn

5.
Jockum Nordström. Let Us Fish in Troubled Waters (Lat oss fiska ur grumligt vatten). 2015. Graphite on paper. Gift of the Fondation d’Art Contemporain Daniel & Florence Guerlain, 2015. Collection of Centre Pompidou, Paris. © Adagp, Paris, 2026. Photo © Centre Pompidou, MNAM-CCI/Philippe Migeat/Dist. GrandPalaisRmn

Press release prepared by:
Natalie Suyunshalieva

Head of Press
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