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Riga, 7 September 2021 [last update 21.10.2021]
Colours
Barbara Gaile’s solo exhibition
18 September – 28 November 2021
The main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / 4th Floor Exhibition Halls, Cupola Hall (5th floor)

Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga, LV-1010, Latvia

Media tour of exhibition on 16 September 2021 at 11.00

Registration of participants: 10.30–11.00

Colours, the solo exhibition of Barbara Gaile, will be on view from 18 September to 28 November 2021 in the 4th Floor Exhibition Halls and the Cupola Hall of the main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art in Riga (Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1).

Barbara Gaile is well known to the Latvian viewer for her abstract paintings, whose radiation gives an inkling of suggestive nobility. Her art changes from work to work in mood, texture, rhythms, subtle nuanced gestures, until short, understandable words come into this new series of paintings Colours.
According to the artist, “the task of the project is to study and creatively develop a symbiosis of almost monochrome painting with the written word.” In the past too, Barbara Gaile rarely painted a word, but this time the words are not a poetic supplement, but a research instrument equivalent to colour.
The artist has said that “by applying different languages, within each colour I will try to create its autonomous expression, its embodiment to the maximum in a painting. At the same time, they are very subjective treatments of colours and words that are simultaneously both universal and generalized, which should open up the possibilities for many individual interpretations.”
Barbara Gaile found the rational basis for this ambitious series of works through extended familiarisation with the research on current and historical manifestations of colours. Colour has had great significance in terms of content in Latvian folklore and poetry too. For example, “White came the countrywoman...”, “My white mother…” or Rainis’s “The sun will dance again in three colours: Soon blue, soon green, soon red”.
The origins of Barbara Gaile’s idea for this series of paintings lie in the seemingly chaotic graffiti, scratchings and inscriptions of the urban environment, that is, in the non-commercial, non-advertising visual pluralism of cities. On the other hand, the poetic impulse was literally Arthur Rimbaud’s poem Vowels (Voyelles), in which he assigns a particular colour to each vowel – “A black, E white, I red, U green, O blue” (“A noir, E blanc, I rouge, U vert, O bleu”).
Having lived in Paris since 1997 and being an educated, intellectual person interested in art (including the art of words), Barbara Gaile is able to understand all the verses of the French poet genius down to the nuances. However, unlike the fiery Rimbaud, whose red is “spat blood, smile of beautiful lips in anger or in the raptures of penitence”, Barbara Gaile’s artwork series is a well-structured, laconic extension of the boundaries of painting. It is a conceptual, but at the same time a sensually material carrier of a coded message.
This body of artworks began with two grey paintings, Yes and No. They introduced the phonetic word games of the series, which appeared in separate paintings as the names of colours in different languages — bleu, grigio, pink or silber. With this exhibition, Barbara Gaile’s colour nuances have been joined by words with their semantic shades. Relief comes into the paintings with Braille, which in two works highlights black and white in terms of content.
Barbara Gaile’s series Colours is an indication of the potential possibilities of painting, when the heightened intensity of feelings and thoughts, talent, professionalism, and clarity about the task allow one to overcome decorativeness and create a miracle of art.
ABOUT THE ARTIST

Barbara Gaile (1968) acquired her professional education at the Janis Rozentāls Riga School of Art (1987) and in the Painting Department of the Art Academy of Latvia (1995), graduating as the first student whose diploma work was a set of several abstract compositions. The artist has had many important solo exhibitions beginning in 1994. Of special note were her impressive solo exhibition Pearls in the White Hall of the Latvian National Museum of Art in 2010 and Heaven at Mark Rothko Art Centre in Daugavpils in 2016.
The artist has participated in many ambitious group exhibitions and won several prizes. For the annual exhibitions of the Soros Foundation’s Latvian Centre for Contemporary Art, State (1994) and Geo-Ģeo (1997), she created monumental outdoor painting projects, with the last being awarded the Grand Prix by an international jury.
Text by Helēna Demakova, art critic
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EXHIBITION CO-ORDINATOR:

Anna Pūtele, Curator of Education / Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 67 324461, E: Anna.Putele@lnmm.lv
INTERNET SOURCES:

www.lnmm.lv
FACEBOOK: Latvijas Nacionālais mākslas muzejs

TWITTER: @LNMM_muzejs

INSTAGRAM: @makslasmuzejs

YOUTUBE: Latvian National Museum of Art / LNMMvideos

#lnmm

#MansMuzejs

The main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–17.00, ticket office 10.00–16.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:
NB! (this ticket gives you access to all permanent displays)
Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
3,00 EUR

Students, seniors:
1,50 EUR

Schoolchildren:
0,50 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 5,00–7,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES AT THE MUSEUM:

1. Please do not visit the museum, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, or if you must be in self-isolation, home quarantine or strict isolation. The museum has the right to prohibit the entry to the museum to persons with signs of respiratory infection and ask them to leave the museum.

2. LNMA museums are open only to individual visitors or members of one household.

3. Every museum visitor from the age of 7 must wear a face mask.

4. Upon entering the museum, visitors must present valid interoperable Covid-19 certificate and identity document.

5. LNMA museums do not provide services to people who do not comply with epidemiological safety requirements, including the use of a face mask.

6. During the visit, a distance of 2 meters from other visitors and museum staff must be kept, information in visual instructions and audio announcements, as well as instructions from museum staff must be followed.
7. Please use contactless payment and bank cards or register on Mobilly mobile app and conveniently purchase tickets on your phone.

8. Each museum has set a maximum number of visitors who can be in the building at the same time, providing at least 15 m² of space per person.

9. If possible, a one-way flow of visitors is organized in the museum premises to ensure the distance of 2 meters.

10. Please take care of hand disinfection. Museums’ premises and surfaces are regularly cleaned and disinfected.

11. Before visiting the LNMA, please check out our latest guidelines regarding prevention, and risk reduction regarding transmission of the current coronavirus in COVID-19 section on museum’s homepage: http://www.lnmm.lv/en/visit/covid_19.

PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
1.
Barbara Gaile. Bleu. 2019. Acrylic and pigment on canvas. Private collection. Photo: Normunds Brasliņš
2.
Barbara Gaile. Zaļš. 2019. Acrylic and pigment on canvas. Courtesy of the artist. Photo: Normunds Brasliņš
3.
Barbara Gaile. L’or. 2019. Acrylic and pigment on canvas. Courtesy of the artist. Photo: Normunds Brasliņš

4.
Barbara Gaile. Purple. 2019. Acrylic and pigment on canvas. Courtesy of the artist. Photo: Normunds Brasliņš

5.
Barbara Gaile. Violet. 2020. Acrylic and pigment on canvas. Courtesy of the artist. Photo: Normunds Brasliņš
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