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Biruta Delle. To Paint Every Day
Exhibition from The Generation cycle

27 January – 28 April 2024
Main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / right wing (2nd floor)

Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga

Media tour of exhibition on 25 January 2024 at 11.00

Registration of participants: 10.30–11.00

From 27 January to 28 April 2024, the exhibition of Biruta Delle’s oeuvre To Paint Every Day, part of the cycle The Generation, is on view in the right wing galleries of the 2nd floor of the main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art in Riga (Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1).

Biruta Delle (1944) is a highly respected Latvian artist beloved by exhibition-goers, who has been painting for more than sixty years. Pedagogue Ansis Stunda taught her individually because he saw a special talent. “I no longer had free time – ever. But neither did I want it,” Delle writes in her autobiography (2007). After few years of studying at the Art Academy of Latvia under Konrāds Ubāns, she left the university. The young painter found support among the beatniks in cafe Kaza. Despite her incomplete education, Biruta Delle’s works have been admitted to exhibitions since 1967. In 1979 she held the first of several solo shows in the exhibition hall of the Artists’ Union of Latvia, in 1993 – at the State Museum of Art (now – Latvian National Museum of Art).
During the Soviet period, Delle lived as though in two parallel worlds: author’s works appeared in the official exhibition circuit, but everyday took place in an idealistic environment of mutual assistance that brought together a variety of outsiders. However, art undoubtedly remained in her focus: “I subjected the entire family to my painting. I felt no guilt, since I have never perceived myself as a woman – as a mother or wife. I was always a painter who had to fulfil a woman’s duties.”
Biruta Delle was very productive and realised daring projects – she set up ateliers far from Riga, worked with students in an informal studio – yet much of what she created in this manner is lost or destroyed. Her art likewise encompassed two directions: fanatic studies of nature and the outdoors, with a particular focus on the relationships between warm and cool areas, as well as ambitious multi-figure compositions that demonstrated the vivid imagination. While art historians have identified surrealist elements in Delle’s paintings, it is the practice of automatic sketching rather than the formal attributes of her work that links artist to this movement.
Biruta Delle has spoken publicly about the complications of her personal life: an episode of depression, meditation experience, health disorders and a conflict among her closest people which in 1993 had a lethal result. Also, about the difficult path of overcoming the crisis, in which the artist was helped by conversations with a priest and – by her work. “These talks had on me the effect of an oath: to paint every day.”
With enviable regularity Biruta Delle continues to hold solo exhibitions of latest works, her canvases are included in the largest national collections and owned by the many appreciators of her talent.
The exhibition To Paint Every Day presents author’s most popular, frequently-reproduced figurative compositions as well as landscapes from the Latvian National Museum of Art, the Museum of the Artists’ Union of Latvia, Zuzeum Art Centre, and private collections.
Text by Vilnis Vējš
About the exhibition cycle The Generation
Each generation belongs to an era. The Latvian National Museum of Art’s (LNMA) exhibition cycle The Generation began in 2016, focusing on art of the second half of the 20th century. The cycle’s programme is realised in the 4th Floor Exhibition Halls and since 2021 also in the right wing exposition halls on the 2nd floor of the main building of LNMA. The exhibitions devoted to many important figures in Latvian art have been held, such as Boriss Bērziņš, Felicita Pauļuka, Daina Riņķe, Henrijs Klēbahs, Līvija Endzelīna, Hilda Vīka, Gunārs Krollis, Džemma Skulme, Romualds Geikins, Daina Dagnija, Jānis Pauļuks, Māra Kažociņa, Inta Celmiņa, Auseklis Baušķenieks, Gunārs Cīlītis, Jānis Aivars Karlovs, Biruta Baumane, Lea Dāvidova-Medene, Imants Vecozols, Rūsiņš Rozīte, Biruta Delle. There are exhibitions in preparation for Aija Jurjāne, Rolands Kaņeps, Līga Purmale.

Text by Elita Ansone
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The main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–17.00, ticket office 10.00–16.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION: 
NB! (this ticket allows you to visit the entire museum)

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
8,00 EUR

Students, seniors:
4,50 EUR

Schoolchildren:
3,50 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 5,00–7,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; Ukrainian citizens by presenting an identity document or other document proving Ukrainian citizenship; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES AT THE MUSEUM:

1. Please do not visit the museum, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, or if you must be in self-isolation, home quarantine or strict isolation. The museum has the right to prohibit the entry to the museum to persons with signs of respiratory infection and ask them to leave the museum.

2. Please use contactless payment and bank cards or register on Mobilly mobile app and conveniently purchase tickets on your phone.
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Biruta Delle. Talk in the Garden. 1988. Oil on canvas. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Photo: Didzis Grodzs
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Biruta Delle. Little Prince. 1978. Oil on canvas. Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. 

Photo: Didzis Grodzs
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Biruta Delle. A Working Day’s Morning on the Left Bank of the Daugava. 1979. Oil on canvas. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Photo: Didzis Grodzs
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Biruta Delle. Mazirbe. 1979. Oil on canvas. Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. 
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Biruta Delle. Park. 1981. Oil on canvas. Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. 
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Biruta Delle. Sunstroke. 1988. Oil on canvas. Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. 

Photo: Normunds Brasliņš
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