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MASS  MEDIA  RELEASE

Riga, 21 November 2023

Artūrs Virtmanis. Psychopomp: A Beginner’s Guide to the Afterworld
25 November 2023 – 11 February 2024

Main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / Cupola Hall (5th floor)

Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga

From 25 November 2023 to 11 February 2024, Artūrs Virtmanis’ solo exhibition Psychopomp: A Beginner’s Guide to the Afterworld is presented in the Cupola Hall of the main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art in Riga (Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1).

“...I think about these things,

I feel a kind of horror at the superior tyranny

that obliges us to keep walking even though we have no idea

what it is that our uncertainty is going to meet.”

(from Fernando Pessoa The Book of Disquiet)
The ecological crisis, war, pandemic and inequality have become part of normality. Dystopian end-of-the-world scenarios increasingly turn into our reality. Left on its own, each system over time tends towards chaos: heat energy dissipates, biological organisms die, societies collapse. Is there anyone who could lead us into this new reality – a guide that could prepare us for change?
The exhibition Psychopomp: A Beginner’s Guide to the Afterworld lets the visitor experience catastrophe as a spectacle where the gloomy and the melancholy merges with the dreamlike and the ecstatic. Space and environment as the artistic object and a performative occasion, which functions similarly to the mechanism of Greek tragedy described by Nietzsche, allows the eyewitness experience invented events as truly real and at the same time enjoy them aesthetically as though looking from aside. With his presence, the visitor becomes part of the installation. The project does not draw attention to any specific natural, environmental, technological or socio-political cataclysm, but rather the idea and presence of catastrophe as such. The exhibition is complemented by a programme of performative interventions aimed to activate the spatial installation.
About the artist
Artūrs Virtmanis (1971) studied at the Department of Sculpture of the Art Academy of Latvia, has experimented with cinema, so-called paper architecture, processual art, performance, sculpture, painting, and graphic art. He has taken part in countless exhibitions and projects related to stage design in the USA, Latvia, Estonia, Denmark, Finland, Russia, Italy, France, Great Britain, China, and the United Arab Emirates. In Latvia, author’s works have been nominated for the Purvītis Prize, Public Broadcasting of Latvia’s annual award 1kg of Culture. Artist has received the Baltais Zvirbulis [White Sparrow] annual award of the Riga City Council’s Education, Culture and Sports Department.

Working with subjects such as entropy, melancholia, messianism and utopia, Artūrs Virtmanis creates fragile large-format installations that bring together charcoal drawings with multimedia spatial elements. His installations are characterised by philosophical poeticism as well as intense visual and metaphoric saturation.
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Exhibition curator:

Agnese Zviedre, Exhibition Curator / Latvian National Museum of Art
Ph: (+371) 67 357 529, E: Agnese.Zviedre@lnmm.lv
Curator of education programme:
Elza Ēķe, Curator of Education / Latvian National Museum of Art
INTERNET SOURCES:

www.lnmm.lv
FACEBOOK: Latvijas Nacionālais mākslas muzejs
TWITTER: @LNMM_muzejs
INSTAGRAM: @makslasmuzejs
YOUTUBE: MĀKSLAS MUZEJI / LNMMvideos
#lnmm

#MansMuzejs

The main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–17.00, ticket office 10.00–16.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION: 
NB! (this ticket allows you to visit the entire museum)

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
8,00 EUR

Students, seniors:
4,50 EUR

Schoolchildren:
3,50 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 5,00–7,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; Ukrainian citizens by presenting an identity document or other document proving Ukrainian citizenship; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES AT THE MUSEUM:

1. Please do not visit the museum, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, or if you must be in self-isolation, home quarantine or strict isolation. The museum has the right to prohibit the entry to the museum to persons with signs of respiratory infection and ask them to leave the museum.

2. Please use contactless payment and bank cards or register on Mobilly mobile app and conveniently purchase tickets on your phone.

PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
1-3.
Publicity image for the Artūrs Virtmanis’ solo exhibition Psychopomp: A Beginner’s Guide to the Afterworld. 2023.
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