[image: image1.jpg]LATVIAN
NATIONAL
MUSEUM
OF ART




MASS  MEDIA  RELEASE
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Aija Jurjāne. The Queen’s Kitchens
2 March – 19 May 2024
Main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / 4th Floor Exhibition Halls, Cupola Hall (5th floor)

Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga

Media tour of exhibition on 1 March 2024 at 11.00

Registration of participants: 10.30–11.00

The Queen’s Kitchens, a comprehensive exhibition of paintings and illustrations by Aija Jurjāne, is presented in the 4th Floor Exhibition Halls and Cupola Hall of the main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art in Riga (Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1) from 2 March to 19 May 2024.
Aija Jurjāne (1944–2015) is a unique representative of Latvian contemporary painting, whose achievements are little known by the younger generation and wider community. The first step in studying Jurjāne’s legacy was the artist monograph Jaunības avots. Aija Jurjāne (Fountain of Youth. Aija Jurjāne, published by Neptuns, collated by Sandra Krastiņa) published in 2021, although her oeuvre has never before been assembled into a large exhibition.
Aija Jurjāne could be called one of the first, quiet voices in the field of feminism in Latvian art. The overarching theme of Aija’s painting was her family and the everyday experiences associated with family life. In an interview for the magazine Sieviete (Woman) in the 1990s artist admitted that, to her mind, “not advancing any further than the subject of family in her painting was something abnormal”. This testifies to the fact that the theme of family, children and “women” in Latvian art was automatically considered as frivolous, un-important, non-major. We can only imagine what pressure Aija endured, tenaciously continuing this “abnormal” theme throughout her career.

The conceptual basis for the museum exhibition is a series of seven different kitchens – imagined and physical spaces, which harmoniously transform from one to the other, revealing the story of Aija Jurjāne as the mother of three children, as a teacher and an apprentice, as a wife and a woman, who didn’t shy away from the ageing process, but precisely the opposite – included it in her artworks.
The kitchen of a woman’s life is not just a physical space – historically, many and various hidden rooms have existed, in which women perform their “ignoble” tasks. Aija Jurjāne carefully observed commonplace things such as the central heating boiler or gas stove, a snapdragon in the garden or onions stored in a waste paper basket. By recording the seemingly humble daily life and approaching the kitchen as a worthy carrier of form and content, Jurjāne became one of the first artists who could prove that a woman’s space is very different to a man’s space. She stopped pretending that there are no kitchens in the lives of female painters, or that a “real artist” had to gain the skill of ignoring these kitchens.

The exhibition team does not support the assertion that feminism in Latvian visual art is a theory-laden newcomer from the West. It has been larger than life for a long time already. Before there were any local theories and descriptions, feminist themes appeared in the oeuvre of many Latvian lady artists of the older generation. It is our duty to begin to identify and analyse these, in order to mark first reference points in recent art history. Today Aija Jurjāne presents as an unusually youthful, witty artist who painted as if she realised that she would only really be understood by the audience of the future – us.

Text by Rasa Jansone
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Exhibition curators:

Rasa Jansone, Ieva Jurjāne, Kristīne Jurjāne, Pāvils Jurjāns
Exhibition producer:

Ieva Kalnača, Head of the Project Management Department / Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 67 716 123, GSM: (+371) 28 325 624, E: Ieva.Kalnaca@lnmm.lv
INTERNET SOURCES:

www.lnmm.lv
FACEBOOK: Latvijas Nacionālais mākslas muzejs
TWITTER: @LNMM_muzejs
INSTAGRAM: @makslasmuzejs
YOUTUBE: MĀKSLAS MUZEJI / LNMMvideos
#lnmm

#MansMuzejs

The main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–17.00, ticket office 10.00–16.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION: 
NB! (this ticket allows you to visit the entire museum)

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
8,00 EUR

Students, seniors:
4,50 EUR

Schoolchildren:
3,50 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 5,00–7,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; Ukrainian citizens by presenting an identity document or other document proving Ukrainian citizenship; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES AT THE MUSEUM:

1. Please do not visit the museum, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, or if you must be in self-isolation, home quarantine or strict isolation. The museum has the right to prohibit the entry to the museum to persons with signs of respiratory infection and ask them to leave the museum.

2. Please use contactless payment and bank cards or register on Mobilly mobile app and conveniently purchase tickets on your phone.

PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
1.
Aija Jurjāne. Stove, Pantry Door with Caravaggio Calendar. 2012. Watercolour on paper. 

Courtesy of the family. Publicity photo
2.
Aija Jurjāne. Untitled. 2008. Watercolour on paper. Courtesy of the family. Publicity photo
3.
Aija Jurjāne. A Child Who Wants Nothing. 1994. Oil on canvas. Zuzāns Collection. 
Photo: Normunds Brasliņš
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