[image: image1.jpg]LATVIAN
NATIONAL
MUSEUM
OF ART




MASS  MEDIA  RELEASE

Riga, 7 October 2024

Latvian National Museum of Art presents:
Andris Eglītis. Exhibition
Some Instances of Encounters between Imagination and Matter
24 August – 3 November 2024

Main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / 
Great Exhibition Hall (-1st floor) and elsewhere in the museum
Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga

Andris Eglītis, one of the most prominent Latvian painters of his generation who also works with installation, sculpture and building, has opened his largest solo exhibition to date, curated by Aleksejs Beļeckis. From 24 August to 3 November 2024, the Exhibition by Andris Eglītis is taking place at the Latvian National Museum of Art in Riga (Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1) discovering some encounters of imagination and matter.

Espousing the unity between the painter and the painted, Andris Eglītis explores the most radical forms of landscape painting as much as painting as a unique form of thinking. Eglītis converses with the earth, wood, algae, snow, clay, and other materials by using them as natural colours and, by carefully observing nature’s gestures on his canvas, responds to them in the precisely controlled gestural language of painting. Eglītis does not perceive colour merely as a tone – he listens to its story and gives it a voice, working in close collaboration with everything that surrounds him. As artist invites nature to be an active participant of the painting process and avoids passing aesthetic judgements upon it from an anthropocentric perspective, he is able to look into the very essence of painting and the painted. Eglītis’ painting neither demonstrates nor represents – it examins human beings and nature in their pre-hierarchical relationship.

“In the exhibition, both the ‘outcome’, a format favoured in Western culture for specific spatial experiences, and the ‘process’ as the emergence of ecosystems and collective consciousness, as well as the exploration of identity and context, are equally significant,” says Andris Eglītis.

In Exhibition, Andris Eglītis’ new works created over the past three years combine in conversation with earlier painting series and works by invited artists. It contains new commissions created expressly for the Exhibition – photo series by photographer Sandijs Ruļuks, a sculpture by artist Laimdota Malle, special tea performance by Alise Kiampo, a new painting series by Jānis Blanks, as well as artworks, objects, texts, and installations by more than 20 invited artists in some way connected to Eglītis or his artistic practice. The preparation of the solo exhibition involved public programme curator Agnese Krivade, spatial artist Liene Pavlovska, designer Una Grants, carpenter Augusts Eglītis, architects Tils Zigmunds Ozoliņš and Mārtiņš Sarvuts, artists Kei Sendak, Oto Holgers Ozoliņš, Alise Builevica, and Mirdza Eglīte.

“It is essential that Eglītis and the exhibition team do not view painting solely as a visual phenomenon. We also explore painting beyond the physical visual apparatus, which is why several events and processes in the exhibition are directed toward other senses,” reveals Aleksejs Beļeckis, curator of the project.
The exhibition is organized by the Latvian National Museum of Art and producer Kitija Vasiļjeva.
About the artist
Andris Eglītis was born in 1981, lives and works in Riga and the Savvaļa open-air art space. Since 2008, artist has held more than 20 solo exhibitions and participated in more than 30 important group exhibitions in Latvia, Belgium, Lithuania, USA, India, Germany, and other countries. In 2013, he received the Purvītis Prize, the most significant visual art award in Latvia, for the series Earthworks. In 2015, Eglītis represented Latvia at the 56th Venice Art Biennale (work Armpit, together with Katrīna Neiburga).

Andris Eglītis has designed sets for theater performances and operas as well as made commissioned paintings for the ceiling of the Festival Hall of the Latvian President’s Palace (2020) and the iron curtain of the stage at the Latvian National Opera and Ballet (2023). In 2020, Eglītis and a group of like-minded people founded the outdoor art space Savvaļa in his studio in Drusti municipality, and he is one of its organizers.

About the curator

Aleksejs Beļeckis is a cross-disciplinary artist and curator based in Riga focusing on collective art and space as an art medium. Their curatorial practice is based on merging positions in exhibition making, transitioning from curator to spatial artist, as well as art handler, producer, writer, designer. Over the last decade Beļeckis created over 70 exhibitions, films, performances, festivals, public programmes, books, and concerts.

Aleksejs Beļeckis has curated such shows as fashion brand FYODOR GOLAN retrospective Harmonious Collision at the Latvian National Museum of Art, art and science group exhibition Lauka pētījumi / Fieldworks commissioned by Institute for Environmental Solutions, was a deputy commissioner for Latvian Pavilion at 58th Venice Art Biennale, co-founded dance festival HOROS and is one of the organisers of the art and residency space Savvaļa. Their projects were continuously nominated and awarded for the national prizes, such as Purvītis Prize, Dance Prize, Design Awards, Latvian Public media awards etc.
Participating artists:
Madeleine Flynn and Tim Humphrey (kinetic sound installation Deluge in collaboration with festival Homo Novus), Ilja Krumins / Linework (opening performance), Alise Kiampo (tea performance), Sandijs Ruļuks (photo series at The Workshop corner), participants of Savvaļa open-air art space
Exhibition supported by:
State Culture Capital Foundation of Latvia, Riga City Council, Arctic Paper, Matīss Eduards Āboliņš, 

Oleg Burov, Uldis Cērps, Antra Priede, Kārlis Vērdiņš, Jānis Ozoliņš, Aigars Zelmenis

Exhibition curator:

Aleksejs Beļeckis
Creative producer:

Kitija Vasiļjeva, creative producer of contemporary culture events
International cooperation partners:

Jonatan Habib Engqvist, curator / Sweden

Jacek Sosnowski, curator / Poland

Project management:

Ieva Kalnača, Head of the Project Management Department / Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 67 716 123, E: Ieva.Kalnaca@lnmm.lv
Katrīna Vastlāve, Exhibition Communication Specialist / Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 67 716 103, E: Katrina.Vastlave@lnmm.lv
Space:

Andris Eglītis in collaboration with Liene Pavlovska and Aleksejs Beļeckis
Art handlers, exhibition installation:

Alise Builevica, Katrīna Mirdza Eglīte, Augusts Eglītis, Jēkabs Januševskis, Oto Holgers Ozoliņš, 

Tils Zigmunds Ozoliņš, Oskars Pavlovskis, Mārtiņš Sarvuts, Rēzija Zēgnere and LNMA team
Lighting design:

Roman Medvedev, Agnese Mirovska / Gaismu cehs

Audio guide:

Agnese Krivade, Kei Sendak, Rihards Funts and Latvian National Museum of Art
Conservators:

Rēzija Zēgnere, Maija Tirzīte
Visual identity, graphic design:

Una Grants
Public programme curator, editor of the Newspaper and exhibition texts:

Agnese Krivade
Newspaper authors:

Aleksejs Beļeckis, Jonatan Habib Engqvist, Martin Heidegger (translator Normunds Kozlovs, editors Sofija Anna Kozlova and Ilva Skulte), Alise Kiampo, Agnese Krivade, Antra Priede, Sandijs Ruļuks, Kei Sendak, Guna Zariņa

Education and accessibility:

Elza Ēķe, Diāna Dimza-Dimme, Rita Broka, Baiba Sprance, Curators of Education / 

Latvian National Museum of Art
Communication strategy:

Marta Krivade
Public Relations & Communication:

Luīze Mizga, Estere Rožkalne, Annija Sauka, Natalie Suyunshalieva / Latvian National Museum of Art

INTERNET SOURCES:

www.lnmm.lv
FACEBOOK: Latvijas Nacionālais mākslas muzejs
X: @LNMM_muzejs
INSTAGRAM: @makslasmuzejs
YOUTUBE: MĀKSLAS MUZEJI / LNMMvideos
#lnmm

#MansMuzejs

The main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–17.00, ticket office 10.00–16.30

Closed on Mondays

ADMISSION:
Adults:
8,00 EUR

Pupils, students, seniors:
4,00 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 8,00–12,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Free entry is also for (valid status identification card required): pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care; day-care centre, crisis centre and special education pupils; children placed in a social rehabilitation centre and accompanying persons (one teacher or one person per 10 children or pupils); children under 18 years with a disability; persons with a disability 1st and 2nd group; one person accompanying either a child under 18 years with a disability or a person with disability of 1st group; a sign language interpreter accompanying a person with disability of 1st, 2nd or 3rd group; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools; full- and part-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia; students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, cultural heritage, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training; members of the Latvian Artists’ Union; employees of Latvian museums; members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM); members of the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS); Friend of the LNMA card holders; participants of the museum programmes Volunteer Programme and Youth Club; media representatives who are covering museum events; group leaders or teachers (minimum 10 persons); Ukrainian citizens; visitors to events organised by the museum during the annual international campaign European Night of Museums and the contemporary culture forum White Night; all visitors to the permanent exhibition on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.
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Andris Eglītis. 2024. Photo: Reinis Hofmanis
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Andris Eglītis. Work from the series Through the Darkness. 2023. Oil on canvas. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
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Andris Eglītis. Painting from the series Some Instances of Encounters between Imagination and Matter. 2023. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
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Andris Eglītis. Painting from the series Some Instances of Encounters between Imagination and Matter. 2024. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
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Andris Eglītis. Algae. From the series Some Instances of Encounters between Imagination and Matter. 2024. Oil, acrylic and algae on canvas. Courtesy of the artist. Publicity photo
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Installation view of Andris Eglītis’ solo exhibition Exhibition. Some Instances of Encounters between Imagination and Matter at the Latvian National Museum of Art. 2024. Photo: Reinis Hofmanis
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