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Georg Wilhelm Timm (1820–1895) – artist, publisher, traveller

15 January – 3 April 2022
Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Great Exhibition Hall

Doma laukums 6, Riga, Latvia

From 15 January to 3 April 2022, an exhibition Georg Wilhelm Timm (1820–1895) – artist, publisher, traveller will be on view at the Art Museum RIGA BOURSE in Riga (Doma laukums 6).

The exhibition is devoted to the creative activities of the Riga-born Baltic German artist Georg Wilhelm Timm (1820–1895). The exhibition features more than 200 artworks from the collections of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Museum of the History of Riga and Navigation, and 19th century publications from the University of Latvia Academic Library.
Georg Wilhelm Timm was born in the family of the burgomaster (mayor) of Riga, Friedrich Wilhelm Timm (1779–1848). At the age of 15 he entered the Saint Petersburg Academy of Arts, where he was a student in the battle painting class. On the suggestion of the French painter Émile Jean-Horace Vernet (1789–1863), in 1844 Wilhelm Timm went to France and in 1845 spent two months travelling around Algeria. On his return, artist commenced one of his most notable projects: he began publishing the periodical Русский художественный листок (Russian Art Gazette, 1851–1862). The works by Timm and other artists reproduced in this publication chronicled the current affairs that took place in Imperial Russia of that time – actual social, political and cultural events, the natural environment and people of various governorates. From 1867 onwards the artist lived in Berlin, working in the field of ceramics and experimenting with the painted decoration of porcelain and majolica. The Prussian Academy of Arts conferred upon him the honorary title of professor. Timm died in Berlin, but in 1898 his mortal remains were interred in the Great Cemetery of Riga.
A significant event in cultural life can be considered the fact that in 1904–1905 the artist’s widow Emilie Timm (nee Pfab, 1826–1906), and later also her heirs, gifted the artist’s works to museums in Riga. In order to foster the development of art in the Baltic, in 1906 Emilie Timm donated to the city of Riga a sum of money for the foundation of a Georg Wilhelm Timm Scholarship. Over the years 1907–1914 it was awarded to young Riga artists for the purpose of pursuing their studies abroad.
The basic conception of the exhibition is aimed at showing the most important aspects of Timm’s life and oeuvre. The exposition is made up of the following thematic cycles: In Russia, Travel Impressions, Back in the Homeland, Prints and Publication and Germany and Experiments in Ceramics. The content of five sections reflects the characteristic features of the master’s creative personality: his ability to perceive and portray the essence of a moment in life or a historical event, the precision and realism of depiction, his profound interest in nature and people, and also sense of humour and irony. The exhibition reveals two fundamental facets of Georg Wilhelm Timm’s creative output: a romantic inclination for seeking new impressions through travel, and a realistically rational view of life.
Museum has published the exhibition catalogue in Latvian, English and Russian.
Text by Ksenija Rudzīte
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OPENING HOURS:

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30
Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30
Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
3,50 EUR

Schoolchildren, students, seniors:
2,00 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 5,00–7,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES AT THE MUSEUM:

1. Please do not visit the museum, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, or if you must be in self-isolation, home quarantine or strict isolation. The museum has the right to prohibit the entry to the museum to persons with signs of respiratory infection and ask them to leave the museum.

2. Every museum visitor from the age of 7 must wear a medical face mask or unvalved respirator with a level of safety FFP2 – FFP3 or KN95. Children between the ages of 7 and 11 are able to use non-medical (fabric) masks. Please use a face mask correctly, covering the nose and mouth, throughout the visit.
3. LNMA museums do not provide services to people who do not comply with epidemiological safety requirements, including the correct use of a face mask.

4. During the visit, a distance of 2 meters from other visitors and museum staff must be kept. If possible, a one-way flow of visitors is organized in the museum premises to ensure the distance of 2 meters.

5. Please use contactless payment and bank cards or register on Mobilly mobile app and conveniently purchase tickets on your phone.

6. Please take care of hand disinfection. Museums’ premises and surfaces are regularly cleaned and disinfected.

7. Before visiting the LNMA, please check out our latest guidelines regarding prevention and risk reduction regarding transmission of the current Covid-19 coronavirus in the Safe visit to the museum section on LNMA’s homepage: https://www.lnmm.lv/en/safe-visit.
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Georg Wilhelm Timm. Algerian Boy. 1845. Oil on paper glued on cardboard. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art. Photo: Aigars Altenbergs
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Georg Wilhelm Timm. Portrait of Nicholas I. 1843. Oil on canvas. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art. Photo: I. Lūsis
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Georg Wilhelm Timm. Portrait of a French Field Engineer. 1844. Oil on canvas. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art. Photo: I. Lūsis
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Georg Wilhelm Timm. The Seaside of Riga. 1848. Oil on paper glued on cardboard. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art. Photo: Aigars Altenbergs
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Georg Wilhelm Timm. Portrait of a Singer Angiolina Bosio. Ca. 1859. Lithography on paper. 
Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art. Photo: Aigars Altenbergs
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Georg Wilhelm Timm. Storyteller by the Bab El Oued Gate in Algiers. 1873. Watercolour on paper. 

Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art. Photo: Normunds Brasliņš

7.
Vase Bleeding Heart. Painted by G. W. Timm. Imperial Porcelain Manufactory in Berlin. 1881. Faience, polychrome overpainting, gilt. Collection of the Museum of the History of Riga and Navigation. Photo: Ilgvars Gradovskis
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