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MASS  MEDIA  RELEASE

Riga, 28 May 2025

Art of Viet Nam
29 May – 16 November 2025
Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Asian Art Gallery (3rd floor)

Doma laukums 6, Riga

From 29 May to 16 November 2025, a new exhibition, Art of Viet Nam, is on view in the Asian Art Gallery of the Art Museum RIGA BOURSE in Riga (3rd floor; Doma laukums 6).
The Latvian National Museum of Art (LNMA) collection of Vietnamese material culture is small, around 50 objects. Most of the items were acquired in the second half of the 20th century, with the last donation being received in 2024.

The majority of the collection is Dong Ho folk coloured woodblock prints that were mainly displayed during the Vietnamese New Year celebrations, therefore the works depict positive and humorous themes such as various good luck signs, national allegories, historical figures, and other popular stories. Through distinct scenes of everyday life, Dong Ho paintings embody the traditional Vietnamese aesthetic, values and wishes. The collection contains different versions and parts of the works demonstrated in the images on labels.
Viet Nam has a complex and multi-layered history, which is also reflected in the objects in the LNMA collection related to both the Chinese influence on their heritage and French colonialism – blue-and-white porcelain, mother-of-pearl inlays, opium pipes as a reference to the Opium Wars (1839–1842, 1856–1860), and a 1912 silk embroidery from Hanoi with direct traces of French colonialism.
In 2024, the museum received 17 objects as a diplomatic gift from the Embassy of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam in Sweden. These include a traditional Vietnamese male costume, a rice drum and Dong Ho coloured woodblock prints enriching the collection with missing pieces and showing diversity in the use of colour in the works.
Exhibition curator:

Kristīne Milere, Exhibition Curator / Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 60 001 344, E: Kristine.Milere@lnmm.gov.lv
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Exhibition construction:
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INTERNET SOURCES:

https://lnmm.gov.lv
FACEBOOK: Mākslas muzejs RĪGAS BIRŽA
X: @MuzejsRigaBirza
INSTAGRAM: @makslasmuzejsrigasbirza
#lnmm

#RigasBirza

#MansMuzejs

Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Doma laukums 6, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:
NB! (this ticket allows you also to visit the entire permanent exhibition)

Adults:
7,00 EUR

Pupils, students, seniors:
3,50 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 8,00–12,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Free entry is also for (valid status identification card required): pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care; day-care centre, crisis centre and special education pupils; children placed in a social rehabilitation centre and accompanying persons (one teacher or one person per 10 children or pupils); children under 18 years with a disability; persons with a disability 1st and 2nd group; one person accompanying either a child under 18 years with a disability or a person with disability of 1st group; a sign language interpreter accompanying a person with disability of 1st, 2nd or 3rd group; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools; full- and part-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia; students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, cultural heritage, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training; members of the Latvian Artists’ Union; employees of Latvian museums; members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM); members of the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS); Friend of the LNMA card holders; participants of the museum programmes Volunteer Programme and Youth Club; media representatives who are covering museum events; group leaders or teachers (minimum 10 persons); Ukrainian citizens; visitors to events organised by the museum during the annual international campaign European Night of Museums and the contemporary culture forum White Night; all visitors to the permanent exhibition on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.
PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
1. Dragon Dance. Detail. Unknown Dong Ho village master. Viet Nam, 1960s. Paper, colour woodblock print. Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Publicity photo
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