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MASS  MEDIA  RELEASE

Riga, 11 February 2026

Snow Melts. Japanese Art
21 February – 3 May 2026
Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Great Exhibition Hall

Doma laukums 6, Riga

Media event on 20 February at 11.00

Registration of participants: 10.30–11.00
雪とけて
村いっぱいの
子どもかな
Snow melts,
and the village is flooded

with children
Kobayashi Issa (小林一茶, 1763–1828)

The exhibition Snow Melts. Japanese Art is on view at the Art Museum RIGA BOURSE in Riga (Doma laukums 6) from 21 February to 3 May 2026.

Spring in Japanese culture brings together the rhythms of nature, the cycles of human life and an aesthetic way of perceiving the world into a single, symbolically rich experience. It marks the boundary between the old and the new both in nature and in human life, and thus becomes a significant point of departure for change.
In Japanese aesthetics, spring is associated with an awareness of the transience of beauty. The brief blossoming of cherry trees, plum trees and other spring flowers is perceived as the culmination of beauty precisely because of its impermanence, encouraging empathy, attentiveness and a conscious experience of the moment.
Spring is not only observed in nature, but it is also lived emotionally and collectively. At the same time, spring in Japan is a season of rituals. Traditions such as hanami, seasonal festivals and religious rites have brought people together in shared spaces and moments for over a thousand years. This collective experience is reflected in both theatre and visual art, where spring functions not merely as a decorative backdrop but as a meaningful principle that shapes imagery, composition and the viewer’s emotional perception.
The exhibition displays works from the Japanese art collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art – colourful woodblock prints ukiyo-e, lacquerware, porcelain and ceramic objects, which depict this season so essential to Japan in a variety of ways.
The exposition unfolds across three thematic sections – Flower Viewing, Kabuki and Rituals – each offering a distinct perspective on the meaning of spring in Japanese culture. Flower Viewing explores the act of observation itself, where the presence of spring, an awareness of natural cycles, aesthetic sensitivity, and social togetherness converge. In the Kabuki section, spring emerges not simply as a season but as a dramaturgical and symbolic framework shaping theatrical narratives, visual expression and audience experience. The final section, Rituals, highlights spring as a time of transition in Japan, traditionally understood as the moment when one cycle ends and another begins, giving rise to rituals of purification, the restoration of harmony and prayers for a favourable future.
Text by Kristīne Milere

Exhibition curator:
Kristīne Milere, Exhibition Curator / Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Latvian National Museum of Art
Ph: (+371) 60 001 344, E: Kristine.Milere@lnmm.gov.lv
Preparing collection for display:

Zane Lūse, Head of Museum Storage / Latvian National Museum of Art
Una Kastanovska, Head of the Conservation Deparment / Latvian National Museum of Art
Baiba Uburģe, Curator of Foreign Decorative and Applied Arts Collection / Art Museum RIGA BOURSE, LNMA
Mare Heimrāte-Patačīni, Curator of Foreign Graphic Art Collection / Art Museum RIGA BOURSE, LNMA
Arvils Vilkaušs, Framing Specialist / Latvian National Museum of Art
Exhibition construction:
Emīls Eduards Murziņš, Kārlis Verners Baumanis / Art Museum RIGA BOURSE, LNMA
Graphic design:
Kristīne Jansone / Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Latvian National Museum of Art
Educational programme:
Anna Roze, Kristīne Graudiņa, Vita Ozoliņa / Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Latvian National Museum of Art
Exhibition communication:

Katrīna Ģelze / Communication Specialist / Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Latvian National Museum of Art
Ph: (+371) 67 357 534, GSM: (+371) 26 306 007, E: Katrina.Gelze@lnmm.gov.lv
Special thanks to:

Embassy of Latvia to Japan, Arctic Paper, Jelgavas tipogrāfija, Māra Lāce, Iveta Derkusova, 
Daiga Upeniece, Vita Birzaka, Uģis Nastevičs, Ieva Kalnača, Ojūna Batbajara

INTERNET SOURCES:

https://lnmm.gov.lv
FACEBOOK: Mākslas muzejs RĪGAS BIRŽA
X: @MuzejsRigaBirza
INSTAGRAM: @makslasmuzejsrigasbirza
#lnmm

#RigasBirza

#MansMuzejs

Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Doma laukums 6, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:
Adults:
8,00 EUR

Pupils, students, seniors:
4,00 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 8,00–12,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Free entry is also for (valid status identification card required): pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care; day-care centre, crisis centre and special education pupils; children placed in a social rehabilitation centre and accompanying persons (one teacher or one person per 10 children or pupils); children under 18 years with a disability; persons with a disability 1st and 2nd group; one person accompanying either a child under 18 years with a disability or a person with disability of 1st group; a sign language interpreter accompanying a person with disability of 1st, 2nd or 3rd group; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools; full- and part-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia; students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, cultural heritage, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training; members of the Latvian Artists’ Union; employees of Latvian museums; members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM); members of the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS); Friend of the LNMA card holders; participants of the museum programmes Volunteer Programme and Youth Club; media representatives who are covering museum events; group leaders or teachers (minimum 10 persons); Ukrainian citizens; visitors to events organised by the museum during the annual international campaign European Night of Museums and the contemporary culture forum White Night; all visitors to the permanent exhibition on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.
PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
1.
Utagawa Kunisada (Toyokuni III) (1786–1864). Scene from the play Shimizu Kiyoharu in the Cherry Blossom Time. Detail. 1830, Edo period, Japan. Paper, colour woodblock print. Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Publicity photo
2.
Utagawa Hiroshige (1797–1858). Asuka Hill in the Eastern Capital. Detail. From the series 36 Views of Mount Fuji. 1858, Edo period, Japan. Paper, colour woodblock print. Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Publicity photo
3.
Utagawa Kunisada (Toyokuni III) (1786–1864). Congratulations to Genji. Detail. 1861, Edo period, Japan. Paper, colour woodblock print. Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, Riga. Publicity photo
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