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Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Great Exhibition Hall

Doma laukums 6, Riga

Distances, a solo exhibition of Jānis Avotiņš, is on view at the Art Museum RIGA BOURSE in Riga (Doma laukums 6) from 30 May to 23 August 2026.

The concept of Jānis Avotiņš’ exhibition has developed in response to the architectural aesthetics of the Art Museum RIGA BOURSE. The museum’s Great Exhibition Hall, with its fully uncovered windows flooded with daylight and views onto the various perspectives of Old Riga, evokes the most magnificent Western European metro and railway stations built in eclectic and neoclassical styles. This has prompted the artist to continue investigating, in painting, the figure–space relationships characteristic of his work, concentrating the tensions of time, history and politics within the charged, intimate surface of the canvas.
In this exhibition, Jānis Avotiņš opts to work with the core of the fundamental idea that has shaped his practice to date: the recognisable historical connotations of one- or two-person figures in his paintings. The source is a photograph taken in Latvia before the Second World War, in the 1920s. From a bird’s-eye perspective, it shows several hundred people gathered in a broad open-air square around a large empty rectangle, at the centre of which, a ceremony, possibly military in nature, is taking place, although it is more likely an awards ceremony for Girl Guides or Scouts. The ceremony protagonists are so tiny that only their outlines and choreographic constellation allow us to sense what is happening. In much closer proximity to the viewer, only backs, silhouettes and figures are visible... Photography is not part of the exhibition. Textual elaboration of philosophical metaphors is not part of the exhibition concept.
The exposition presents new works only and forms part of the Art Museum RIGA BOURSE exhibition series in which representatives of contemporary art engage with the museum’s historical heritage.
About the artist
Jānis Avotiņš received his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees from the Art Academy of Latvia and completed a traineeship at the University of Manchester. Since 2004, he has regularly held solo exhibitions internationally, collaborating with IBID Gallery in London and Los Angeles, Galerie Rüdiger Schöttle in Munich, Vera Munro Gallery in Hamburg, and AKINCI Gallery in Amsterdam, while also participating in numerous international group exhibitions.
Jānis Avotiņš’ works are in the collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art as well as in significant private collections across Europe, the United States and Japan, including those of prominent collectors François Pinault, Charles Saatchi, Sandretto Re Rebaudengo, and the Rubell Family Collection. The artist has received several awards, among them the Jean-François Prat Art Prize in Paris.
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OPENING HOURS:

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:
Adults:
10,00 EUR

Pupils, students, seniors:
5,00 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 12,00–20,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Free entry is also for (valid status identification card required): pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care; day-care centre, crisis centre and special education pupils; children placed in a social rehabilitation centre and accompanying persons (one teacher or one person per 10 children or pupils); children under 18 years with a disability; persons with a disability 1st and 2nd group; one person accompanying either a child under 18 years with a disability or a person with disability of 1st group; a sign language interpreter accompanying a person with disability of 1st, 2nd or 3rd group; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools; full- and part-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia; students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, cultural heritage, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training; members of the Latvian Artists’ Union; employees of Latvian museums; members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM); members of the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS); Friend of the LNMA card holders; participants of the museum programmes Volunteer Programme and Youth Club; media representatives who are covering museum events; group leaders or teachers (minimum 10 persons); Ukrainian citizens; visitors to events organised by the museum during the annual international campaign European Night of Museums and the contemporary culture forum White Night; all visitors to the permanent exhibition on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.
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