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MASS  MEDIA  RELEASE

Riga, 7 January 2025

NINGYŌ: Art and Beauty of Japanese Dolls
11 January – 9 March 2025
Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Bosse Hall, Art Nouveau Salon
Doma laukums 6, Riga

Media tour of exhibition on 10 January 2025 at 11.00

Registration of participants: 10.30–11.00
The Japan Foundation travelling exhibition NINGYŌ: Art and Beauty of Japanese Dolls is on view in the Bosse Hall of the Art Museum RIGA BOURSE in Riga (Doma laukums 6) from 11 January to 9 March 2025.
The exhibition was prepared as a successor to the Japan Foundation highly popular travelling exhibition The Dolls of Japan: Shapes of Prayer, Embodiments of Love. Under the title NINGYŌ, which means “human shape” in Japanese, the doll culture that has been cultivated over the long history of Japan is introduced through a total of 67 carefully selected dolls, divided into four sections: Ningyō to pray for children’s growth, Ningyō as fine art, Ningyō as folk art, and Spread of Ningyō culture.
The fact that dolls are an indispensable part of our daily lives is not limited to Japan, but the diversity of dolls and their delicate craftsmanship, backed by a deep love of dolls, could be said to be the characteristics of Japanese doll culture. This exhibition presents a comprehensive introduction to the aesthetics of Japanese dolls – from Katashiro and Amagatsu, which are considered to be the archetypes of dolls in Japan, to local dolls that reflect the climate and anecdotes from across the country, to dress-up dolls that are beloved in Japan today as doll toys, and scale figures that are highly regarded around the world.
About the Japan Foundation
The Japan Foundation endeavours to promote international mutual understanding, setting its mission “Cultivating friendship and ties between Japan and the world” in its main areas of activity: arts and cultural exchange, Japanese language education overseas, Japanese studies and intellectual exchange.
In the field of arts and cultural exchange, the Foundation focuses on activities to introduce Japanese art and culture overseas, and in conjunction with these activities, the Foundation continuously conducts the Travelling Exhibition Programme organised with artworks from the Foundation’s own collection. These exhibitions feature about 15 different types of art, including contemporary art, crafts, photography, architecture, design, manga, and Japanese dolls, and are held every year at approximately 80 museums and exhibition facilities around the world. It is Foundation’s hope that these exhibitions, which connect Japan and other countries, will bring people together and generate a dialogue around creativity through the sharing of rich artistic experiences.
Project supervisors:

Hayashi Naoteru / Japan Doll Culture Research Laboratory, Japan
Mita Kakuyuki / Tokyo National Museum, Japan

Exhibition curator at AMRB:

Kristīne Milere, Exhibition Curator / Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 60 001 344, E: Kristine.Milere@lnmm.gov.lv
Assistant curator:

Nienke van Lier

Installation:

Emīls Eduards Murziņš, Kārlis Verners Baumanis / Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / 

Latvian National Museum of Art

Graphic design:

Kristīne Jansone, Visual Communication Specialist / Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / 

Latvian National Museum of Art

Education programme:

Ieva Velberga, Nikola Rundāne, Vita Ozoliņa, Curators of Education / Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Latvian National Museum of Art
Communication:

Anete Brakša, Communication Specialist / Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Latvian National Museum of Art
INTERNET SOURCES:
https://lnmm.gov.lv
FACEBOOK: Mākslas muzejs RĪGAS BIRŽA
X: @MuzejsRigaBirza
INSTAGRAM: @makslasmuzejsrigasbirza
#lnmm

#RigasBirza

#MansMuzejs

Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Doma laukums 6, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:
Adults:
4,00 EUR

Pupils, students, seniors:
2,00 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 8,00–12,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Free entry is also for (valid status identification card required): pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care; day-care centre, crisis centre and special education pupils; children placed in a social rehabilitation centre and accompanying persons (one teacher or one person per 10 children or pupils); children under 18 years with a disability; persons with a disability 1st and 2nd group; one person accompanying either a child under 18 years with a disability or a person with disability of 1st group; a sign language interpreter accompanying a person with disability of 1st, 2nd or 3rd group; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools; full- and part-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia; students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, cultural heritage, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training; members of the Latvian Artists’ Union; employees of Latvian museums; members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM); members of the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS); Friend of the LNMA card holders; participants of the museum programmes Volunteer Programme and Youth Club; media representatives who are covering museum events; group leaders or teachers (minimum 10 persons); Ukrainian citizens; visitors to events organised by the museum during the annual international campaign European Night of Museums and the contemporary culture forum White Night; all visitors to the permanent exhibition on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.
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