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Doma laukums 6, Riga, Latvia
The exhibition Kawanabe Kyōsai (1831–1889) within the exhibition series Asian Art Stories is on view from 1 March until 29 May 2022 at the Art Museum RIGA BOURSE in Riga (Doma laukums 6). Exhibition introduces three ukiyo-e works by the 19th-century Japanese artist Kawanabe Kyōsai, which were acquired by the museum as a donation from the Baltic-German artist Georg Wilhelm Timm.

The output of Kawanabe Kyōsai’s (河鍋暁斎, 1831–1889) creativity was enormous. Living through the changes brought by the transition from the Edo period (1603–1868) to the Meiji period (1868–1912), Kyōsai witnessed Japan transform itself from a feudal country into a modern state. At the end of his life, he had produced hundreds of paintings, prints and illustrated books with various subjects spanning from traditional to bizarre and fantastic. Kyōsai is still celebrated for his ability to bridge popular culture and traditional art. His creative heritage continues to influence numerous artistic styles in Japan today, from manga to tattoo art.

There are three ukiyo-e works by Kawanabe Kyōsai in the Latvian National Museum of Art collection which demonstrate his ability to bring individuality to traditional themes, to reveal life’s contrasts in a striking way and to show his views on 19th-century Japanese society during the changing times.
The works were acquired by the museum via the donation of the artist Georg Wilhelm Timm (1820–1895). Timm had a wide range of interests and made efforts to investigate the cultural life of his time in great depth. Timm met with both collectors and artists. These creative personalities used to present their drawings, sketches and prints to each other. Timm developed particularly close contacts with his artistic colleagues during the time when he was preparing his graphics, and those of others, for publication in the Russian Art Page (Русский художественный листок, 1851–1862). As a result, a substantial collection with the graphics of 19th-century German, French, Italian, and Japanese masters was amassed.
In addition to the three Japanese ukiyo-e, a watercolour sketch Japanese Woman in a Garden by Georg Wilhelm Timm in Japonisme style is on display. Japonisme style became widespread after the opening of Japan’s borders in 1858. The influence of Japanese art appears in the oeuvre of many world-famous 2nd half of the 19th-century Western European artists, with works strikingly in the Japonisme style by Vincent Willem van Gogh (1853–1890), Oscar-Claude Monet (1840–1926), Edgar Degas (1834–1917), Gustav Klimt (1862–1918) and many others. This work shows not only Timm’s interest in new tendencies in European art but also his passion for ceramics as the Japanese woman in the sketch is painting porcelain.
The exhibition series Asian Art Stories produced by the Art Museum RIGA BOURSE encourages to discover and understand certain artworks, techniques, functions as well as their philosophical, religious, cultural, and contextual significance. Western viewers have always been fascinated with the Asian art by its extraordinary form, technique and aesthetic view. The Asian Art Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art has several thousand artworks from different Asian countries, however, only part of them are exhibited in the Asian Art Gallery of the Art Museum RIGA BOURSE. By showing one artwork or a group of objects, within the exhibition series, we discover these exceptional stories that often remain unheard.
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OPENING HOURS:

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30
Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30
Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:
NB! (this ticket gives you access to all permanent exhibitions)
Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
3,00 EUR

Students, seniors:
1,50 EUR

Pupils:
0,50 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 5,00–7,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES AT THE MUSEUM:

1. Please do not visit the museum, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, or if you must be in self-isolation, home quarantine or strict isolation. The museum has the right to prohibit the entry to the museum to persons with signs of respiratory infection and ask them to leave the museum.

2. Every museum visitor from the age of 7 must wear a medical face mask or unvalved respirator with a level of safety FFP2 – FFP3 or KN95. Children between the ages of 7 and 11 are able to use non-medical (fabric) masks. Please use a face mask correctly, covering the nose and mouth, throughout the visit.
3. LNMA museums do not provide services to people who do not comply with epidemiological safety requirements, including the correct use of a face mask.

4. During the visit, a distance of 2 meters from other visitors and museum staff must be kept. If possible, a one-way flow of visitors is organized in the museum premises to ensure the distance of 2 meters.

5. Please use contactless payment and bank cards or register on Mobilly mobile app and conveniently purchase tickets on your phone.

6. Please take care of hand disinfection. Museums’ premises and surfaces are regularly cleaned and disinfected.

7. Before visiting the LNMA, please check out our latest guidelines regarding prevention and risk reduction regarding transmission of the current Covid-19 coronavirus in the Safe visit to the museum section on LNMA’s homepage: https://www.lnmm.lv/en/safe-visit.
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Visual identity of the exhibition Kawanabe Kyōsai (1831–1889) within the series Asian Art Stories. Designer: Kristīne Jansone. Publicity image
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