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MASS  MEDIA  RELEASE

Riga, 16 November 2021
Latvia and Japan: A Hundred Years of Friendship. Personalities and Bequests

Exhibition from the series Asian Art Stories
19 November 2021 – 30 January 2022
Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / permanent display / Asian Art Gallery, 3rd floor

Doma laukums 6, Riga, Latvia
An exhibition Latvia and Japan: A Hundred Years of Friendship. Personalities and Bequests within the exhibition series Asian Art Stories will be on view from 19 November 2021 until 30 January 2022 at the Art Museum RIGA BOURSE in Riga (Doma laukums 6). Exhibition introduces the history of bilateral relations between Latvia and Japan, the activities of the first Latvian government’s diplomatic representative in Kobe Jānis Andrejs Ozoliņš and two bequests of Japanese art to the museum.
In 1919, Japan was one of the first nations which extended de facto recognition to Latvia’s recently gained independence, but in 1921, together with other member countries of the Supreme Council of Allied Powers (United Kingdom, Belgium, France, Italy), recognized Latvia de jure. In the period of Latvia’s independence in the years prior to the World War II, Japan was the only Asian state which had a representation in Latvia.
Exhibition showcases two bequests – the first and the last – in total 17 objects that reveal Japanese traditions, skills of the masters, as well as various interactions between religious, philosophical and cultural aspects. First bequest with ten different figurines and a reproduction album with works of famous Japanese artists was sent to the State Museum of Art by professor Ozoliņš in 1921.
Teacher, writer and publicist Jānis Andrejs Ozoliņš (1894–1959) was the first Latvian government representative whose work and life was connected with Japan. Ozoliņš lectured in ethics and English literature at Kwansei Gakuin College (1918–1921), was a contributor to the Japan Chronicle newspaper, and from 1920 the Latvian Provisional Government’s Diplomatic and Consular Agent in Kobe. Ozoliņš provided extensive despatches to the Foreign Ministry about the situation in Japan, undertook journalistic and informative work, tried to facilitate trading links between Latvia and Japan. His works on the history of the Latvian people and the newly established Latvian state in English and Japanese languages were invaluable. Ozoliņš’ educational work and his bright personality has not been forgotten even today in Japan. On 20 October 2011, the Kwansei Gakuin University unveiled a commemorative plaque to its Latvian lecturer Jānis Andrejs Ozoliņš and planted Latvian birches and oaks in the garden.
Whereas in November 2021, Japan’s Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary in Latvia Yasuhiro Kawaguchi’s wife Toshie Kawaguchi made a bequest of seven items – traditional Japanese kimono and its components – an obi, zōri sandals and a handbag, as well as two kokeshi dolls.
Both bequests mark the beginning of the Museum’s collection of Japanese art and its continuality, characterizing the friendly relationship between Latvia and Japan.
The exhibition series Asian Art Stories produced by the Art Museum RIGA BOURSE encourages to discover and understand certain artworks, techniques, functions as well as their philosophical, religious, cultural, and contextual significance. Western viewers have always been fascinated with the Asian art by its extraordinary form, technique and aesthetic view. The Asian Art Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art has several thousand artworks from different Asian countries, however, only part of them are exhibited in the Asian Art Gallery of the Art Museum RIGA BOURSE. By showing one artwork or a group of objects, within the exhibition series, we discover these exceptional stories that often remain unheard. This time the exhibition is widely dedicated to the history of the collection and the history of diplomatic relations between Latvia and Japan.
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EXHIBITION CURATOR:

Baiba Uburģe, Curator of Foreign Decorative and Applied Arts Collection / Latvian National Museum of Art
Ph: (+371) 67 357531, E: Baiba.Uburge@lnmm.lv
EXHIBITION SERIES ASIAN ART STORIES CURATOR:
Kristīne Milere, Exhibition Curator, Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 60 001344, E: Kristine.Milere@lnmm.lv
INTERNET SOURCES:

www.lnmm.lv
FACEBOOK: Mākslas muzejs RĪGAS BIRŽA
TWITTER: @MuzejsRigaBirza

INSTAGRAM: @makslasmuzejsrigasbirza

#lnmm

#RigasBirza

#AzijasMakslasStasti

Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Doma laukums 6, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.45

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.45

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:
NB! (this ticket gives you access to all permanent displays)
Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
3,00 EUR

Students, seniors:
1,50 EUR

Schoolchildren:
0,50 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 5,00–7,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES AT THE MUSEUM:

1. Please do not visit the museum, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, or if you must be in self-isolation, home quarantine or strict isolation. The museum has the right to prohibit the entry to the museum to persons with signs of respiratory infection and ask them to leave the museum.

2. On-site services can only be received and provided in an epidemiologically safe environment. Upon entering the museum, visitors must present valid interoperable Covid-19 certificate and identity document.
3. LNMA museums are open only to individual visitors or members of one household.

4. Every museum visitor from the age of 7 must wear a face mask.
5. LNMA museums do not provide services to people who do not comply with epidemiological safety requirements, including the correct use of a face mask.

6. During the visit, a distance of 2 meters from other visitors and museum staff must be kept, information in visual instructions and audio announcements, as well as instructions from museum staff must be followed.
7. Please use contactless payment and bank cards or register on Mobilly mobile app and conveniently purchase tickets on your phone.

8. If possible, a one-way flow of visitors is organized in the museum premises to ensure the distance of 2 meters.

9. Please take care of hand disinfection. Museums’ premises and surfaces are regularly cleaned and disinfected.

10. Before visiting the LNMA, please check out our latest guidelines regarding prevention and risk reduction regarding transmission of the current Covid-19 coronavirus in the Safe visit to the museum section on LNMA’s homepage: http://lnmm.lv/en/visit/covid_19.
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