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Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / permanent exhibitions / Asian Art Gallery, 3rd floor

Doma laukums 6, Riga, Latvia
A one object exhibition of Iranian incense burner within the series Asian Art Stories is on view from 31 May until 28 August 2022 at the Art Museum RIGA BOURSE in Riga (Doma laukums 6).

Iran’s metalworking traditions are closely linked with Islamic ones, with their origins being associated with the period of the Persian Sasanian dynasty (224–651), when master craftsmen borrowed from and developed items from Roman, Byzantine and Central Asian examples. The Islamic metalworking tradition is related most often to the territory of Iran, due to the metal ore extraction sites located there.

The exhibited incense burner is a part of the Latvian National Museum of Art collection and belongs to Iranian 19th and 20th century metalware according to its tradition and the continuity of its decorative motif. Traditional succession in decor can be seen in the ornamentation of the vessel – a geometric circle, flora and fauna elements, animals which are impersonating people, and people. The incense burning vessel with its rich ornamentation and symbols reveals the history and traditions of South East Asia metalworking in the 19th century.
The exhibition series Asian Art Stories produced by the Art Museum RIGA BOURSE encourages to discover and understand certain artworks, techniques, functions as well as their philosophical, religious, cultural, and contextual significance. Western viewers have always been fascinated with the Asian art by its extraordinary form, technique and aesthetic view. The Asian Art Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art has several thousand artworks from different Asian countries, however, only part of them are exhibited in the Asian Art Gallery of the Art Museum RIGA BOURSE. By showing one artwork or a group of objects, within the exhibition series, we discover these exceptional stories that often remain unheard.
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Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Doma laukums 6, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:
NB! (this ticket gives you access to all permanent exhibitions)
Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
3,00 EUR

Students, seniors:
1,50 EUR

Pupils:
0,50 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 5,00–7,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; Ukrainian citizens by presenting an identity document or other document proving Ukrainian citizenship; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES AT THE MUSEUM:

1. Please do not visit the museum, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, or if you must be in self-isolation, home quarantine or strict isolation. The museum has the right to prohibit the entry to the museum to persons with signs of respiratory infection and ask them to leave the museum.

2. During the visit, a distance of 2 meters from other visitors and museum staff must be kept. If possible, a one-way flow of visitors is organized in the museum premises to ensure the distance of 2 meters.

3. Please use contactless payment and bank cards or register on Mobilly mobile app and conveniently purchase tickets on your phone.

4. Please take care of hand disinfection. Museums’ premises and surfaces are regularly cleaned and disinfected.

PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
1.
Visual identity for exhibition Iranian Incense Burner within the series Asian Art Stories. 
Designer: Kristīne Jansone. Publicity image

2.
Incense burner. Detail. Iran, 19th century. Zinc, copper plating, bronze. 

Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art. Photo: Kristiāna Zelča
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