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The Impossible Group Portrait. Director’s Choice
20 August – 4 December 2022
Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Great Exhibition Hall

Doma laukums 6, Riga, Latvia

From 20 August to 4 December 2022, the Art Museum RIGA BOURSE in Riga (Doma laukums 6) presents an exhibition The Impossible Group Portrait. Director’s Choice.
The Impossible Group Portrait is a story about the values of the collection and the curator’s personal disposition. The exhibition is inspired by the work of the Head of the Art Museum RIGA BOURSE, Daiga Upeniece, in authoring the Director’s Choice book, commissioned by the London publisher Scala Arts & Heritage. This book is intended to present the research materials of the artworks in a way that preserves the individual attitudes, emotions and feelings that motivate the selection of a particular work. While the book is in progress, 30 objects from the collection have been brought together in an exhibition, forming an ostensibly impossible body of works united by the vision of Director’s Choice.
The exhibition is comprised of Western European art from the period between the 16th century to the beginning of the 20th century, incorporating the Netherlands, Belgium, France, Germany, Austria, Italy, Finland and Norway, as well as several works outlining the cultural links between European culture, India and South East Asia. At the same time, the connection with the Baltic region is revealed through the history of the collection.
Narratives have been written about such well-known paintings as Pieter Aertsen’s (ca. 1508–1575) Crucifixion (1545–1546), Daniël Seghers’ (1590–1661) and Lucas van Uden’s (1596–1672) Landscape in a Flower Garland, Bartholomeus Spranger’s (1546–1611) Adam and Eve, Anthony van Dyck’s (1599–1641) Portrait of Prince William II of Orange-Nassau (1628–1632), Claude Monet’s (1840–1926) Sandvika Village in the Snow (1895), sculptures: Luigi Bienaimé’s (1795–1878) Bacchante (1847), Gaetano Rossi’s (1829–?) Laughing Boy, as well as selected items of decorative and applied art like porcelain by the Manufacture nationale de Sèvres dating back to the 1920s–1930s.

Among the institutions whose directors have already contributed to Director’s Choice are the Mauritshuis (The Hague), the Guggenheim (Bilbao), the Berlin Gemäldegalerie, the Polish National Museum (Warsaw), the Frick Collection (New York), the Asian Civilisations Museum (Singapore), the Wallace Collection (London), the Georgian National Museum (Tbilisi), as well as the Museum of Decorative Arts (Prague) and many others. A number of the resultant books have been turned into exhibitions and video stories.
We also encourage visitors to view the updated permanent exhibition of European art, which has been expanded to include paintings from the museum’s collection that have not been seen for a long time, and to find Bienaimé’s sculpture Bacchante, which is an integral element of the concept for this exhibition.
The exhibition has been organised in consultation with Scala Arts & Heritage Publishers Ltd.

Exhibition curator:

Daiga Upeniece, Head of the Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 67 228 776, E: Daiga.Upeniece@lnmm.lv
The colour solution of the scenography:
Alexey Naumov (Алексей Наумов), painter
Project management and editing of exhibition texts:

Vita Birzaka, Exhibition Curator / Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 67 357 535, E: Vita.Birzaka@lnmm.lv
Reinis Joņins, Head of the Services Department / Latvian National Museum of Art
Graphic design:

Kristīne Jansone / Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Latvian National Museum of Art

Translation into English:

Jānis Frišvalds
Exhibition construction:

SIA Anselat, Rūdolfs Cunskis, Aivars Priedītis
Museum team:

Ksenija Rudzīte, Baiba Uburģe, Alma Ziemele, Ilana Pārstrauta, Inga Malta, Natālija Kurganova, Līga Matsone, Ilze Negribe, Una Kastanovska, Arvils Vilkaušs, Anete Brakša, Anna Emsiņa, Vita Ozoliņa, Arta Pipcāne, Ginta Saukāne
INTERNET SOURCES:

www.lnmm.lv
FACEBOOK: Mākslas muzejs RĪGAS BIRŽA
TWITTER: @MuzejsRigaBirza
INSTAGRAM: @makslasmuzejsrigasbirza
#lnmm

# RigaBourse
#DirektoraIzvele

#DirectorsChoice

#MansMuzejs

Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Doma laukums 6, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:
Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
3,50 EUR

Pupils, students, seniors:
2,00 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 5,00–7,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; Ukrainian citizens by presenting an identity document or other document proving Ukrainian citizenship; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES AT THE MUSEUM:

1. Please do not visit the museum, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, or if you must be in self-isolation, home quarantine or strict isolation. The museum has the right to prohibit the entry to the museum to persons with signs of respiratory infection and ask them to leave the museum.

2. The museum recommends its visitors to wear a medical face mask or respirator. Children between the ages of 7 and 11 may use non-medical (fabric) masks. Please use a face mask correctly, covering the nose and mouth, throughout the visit.

3. During the visit, a distance of 2 meters from other visitors and museum staff must be kept.
4. Please use contactless payment and bank cards or register on Mobilly mobile app and conveniently purchase tickets on your phone.

5. Please take care of hand disinfection. Museums’ premises and surfaces are regularly cleaned and disinfected.
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