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MASS  MEDIA  RELEASE

Riga, 29 September 2023 [last update: 06.10.2023]
Captives of Dreams
German Romanticism from Latvian and Estonian Art Collections
7 October 2023 – 11 February 2024

Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Great Exhibition Hall, Bosse Hall

Doma laukums 6, Riga

Media tour of exhibition on 5 October 2023 at 12.00

Registration of participants: 11.30–12.00

From 7 October 2023 to 11 February 2024, the Art Museum RIGA BOURSE in Riga (Doma laukums 6) invites to visit an exhibition Captives of Dreams. German Romanticism from Latvian and Estonian Art Collections.

German Romanticism, as an essential driving force in the European culture of its time, impacted the further development of art, altering the aesthetic perception of the surrounding world. Interest in this art movement has also not vanished today and the varying facets of Romanticism are periodically revealed through exhibitions and expositions at European museums.
The ideological premises of Romanticism and its aesthetic developed in Germany in the late 18th century. The disillusionment in the ideals of the Enlightenment, the tragic events of the French Revolution, and the invasion into the politically fragmented territory of Germany by Napoleon’s forces amplified the sense of hopelessness and bleak reality in society. A new world view was born in these conditions among German philosophers and writers, based on the concept of the inherent value of the creative personality and the role of intuition in the discovery of the truth.
The dual world view typical of German Romanticism, in contrast to the material world, is the incessant sphere of dreams and feelings. The oeuvre of the artists expresses a longing for the reality of higher ideals and the harmony of art and life. The freedom of the personality’s creative expression, the dynamism of emotions, the mutual spiritual connection between nature and the human as well as events in national history are the objects of interest in Romantic art.
Art from the era of Romanticism is one of the largest and most important parts of the Latvian National Museum of Art’s (LNMA) collections of German paintings and graphics. The exhibition provides an introduction to about 300 works from Latvian and Estonian art museums, where magnificent collections of 19th century German and Baltic-German art have historically developed. The works of Baltic-German, Austrian and Swiss masters have also been exhibited alongside those of German artists at the exhibition, as all the German-speaking lands are united by a kindred mentality, cultural development, art schools, and the mutual migration of artists. The visual material encompasses the period from the late 1790s until the 1850s. The core of the exhibition constitutes paintings and graphics, which are supplemented by sculpture, albums, as well as books and examples of the artists’ handwriting.
The architect Liesma Markova has set up the exposition so that the viewer can experience a particular feeling when heading to the romantic night scene in the centre. Night is a time when the familiar becomes mysterious and inscrutable, when a person’s soul flies above the earth in a world of dreams. Ruins remind us of the past and embody the concept of the temporality of the material world. The figure of the departing female is associated with the eternal striving of the human spirit for the unattainable ideal, but the blue horizon reveals the concept of the endlessness of space and time, characteristic of Romanticism.
The exhibition consists of six thematic branches: Nature’s Soul is dedicated to landscape ‒ a favourite genre in German Romanticism. Portraits and artists’ self-portraits can be viewed in the Witnesses to an Era section, whereas the Beginning of Life section reveals images of children. The Italy and Other Countries part reflects artists’ impressions from their travels. Visions from the Past ‒ the perspectives of artists on historical events, literary and mythological heroes, while works in the religious genre are represented in the Eternal Themes section.

The exhibition is complemented by albums on travel and memories. German literature published in the 19th century and unique artists’ autographs from the University of Latvia Academic Library and the National Library of Latvia can be viewed at the Bosse Hall.
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Project manager and exhibition curator:
Ksenija Rudzīte, Curator of the Foreign Painting Collection / Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / 

Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 67 357 532, E: Ksenija.Rudzite@lnmm.lv
Curator’s assistant:

Zane Lūse, Collection Manager of the Foreign Art Department / Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / 

Latvian National Museum of Art

Team:

Valentīna Opolā, Alma Ziemele, Ilana Pārstrauta, Aija Brasliņa, Marita Bērziņa, Vita Birzaka
Restorers:

Una Kastanovska, Anna Kozorovicka, Natālija Kurganova, Zane Tuča
Literary consultant:

Aija Taimiņa / University of Latvia Academic Library
Scenography of the exhibition:

Liesma Markova, architect
Technical solutions, construction:

Rūdolfs Cunskis, Emīls Murziņš, Kārlis Baumanis
Graphic design:

Kristīne Jansone, Visual Communication Specialist / Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / 
Latvian National Museum of Art

Education programme:

Daiga Upeniece, Vita Ozoliņa, Anna Emsiņa, Ieva Velberga / Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / 

Latvian National Museum of Art
Special thanks to:

Liisa Kaljula, Kristiina Tideberg (Art Museum of Estonia), Ingūna Ģēģere (Zuzeum Art Centre), Kristīne Budže (Rundāle Palace Museum), Inga Karlštrēma (Museum of the History of Riga and Navigation)
INTERNET SOURCES:

www.lnmm.lv
FACEBOOK: Mākslas muzejs RĪGAS BIRŽA
TWITTER: @MuzejsRigaBirza
INSTAGRAM: @makslasmuzejsrigasbirza
#lnmm

#RigasBirza

#MansMuzejs

Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Doma laukums 6, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION: 
NB! (this ticket allows you to visit the entire museum)

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
6,00 EUR

Students, seniors:
3,00 EUR

Pupils:
2,00 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 5,00–7,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; Ukrainian citizens by presenting an identity document or other document proving Ukrainian citizenship; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES AT THE MUSEUM:

1. Please do not visit the museum, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, or if you must be in self-isolation, home quarantine or strict isolation. The museum has the right to prohibit the entry to the museum to persons with signs of respiratory infection and ask them to leave the museum.

2. Please use contactless payment and bank cards or register on Mobilly mobile app and conveniently purchase tickets on your phone.

PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
1.
Julius Johann Döring (1818–1898). Portait of Louise Dorothea Augusta Schmemann. Detail. 1847. 
Oil on canvas. Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art. Publicity photo
Press release prepared by:
Natalie Suyunshalieva

Head of Press

The Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 67 357 527

GSM: (+371) 26 593 495

E: pr.service@lnmm.lv
I: www.lnmm.lv
Twitter: www.twitter.com/lnmm_muzejs
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