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MASS  MEDIA  RELEASE

Riga, 22 January 2025

Bernar Venet. Painting: From Rational to Virtual. 1966–2024
25 January – 27 April 2025
Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Great Exhibition Hall

Doma laukums 6, Riga

Media tour of exhibition on 24 January 2025 at 11.00

Registration of participants: 10.30–11.00
From 25 January to 27 April 2025, the Art Museum RIGA BOURSE in Riga (Doma laukums 6) presents a retrospective exhibition by the prominent French artist Bernar Venet, Painting: From Rational to Virtual. 1966–2024, offering a closer look at his oeuvre and significant contribution to the 20th- and 21st-century Conceptual art.
Bernar Venet (1941) is one of the most charismatic figures on the contemporary art scene, a pioneer of Conceptual art. Throughout his career spanning more than 60 years, Venet has been known for producing work that has never ceased to pose questions, and for having been the principal innovator to introduce mathematical linguistics into art. “Bernar Venet constantly challenges the limits of his ideas, possibilities, life, and art as a process. For him, making art means articulating and transforming while involving various disciplines – science, mathematics, music, architecture, physics, geometry, as well as what is happening in the media space,” says Una Meistere, one of the project curators.

Visitors to the exhibition at the Art Museum RIGA BOURSE will see 28 paintings – both examples from the early stages of artist’s career and new works. The central axis of this exposition is mathematics, which, in Venet’s words, encompasses “the greatest abstraction ever created”.
The most recent works included in the exhibition are the result of a two-year project involving generative art. These digitally-painted pieces are two-dimensional equivalents of Venet’s sculptural Effondrements in which arcs and angles fall to the ground to create unexpected configurations by obeying the natural laws of gravity. Algorithms are used to generate images – a new technique for Venet and in keeping with his experimental spirit.
“I borrow these formulas, these “figures” from science books. It sometimes happens that I add an equation to a figure I have selected, because it complements it, but also because it reduces the formal aspect of certain selected subjects and makes them more complex and less able to be immediately interpreted as a “beautiful image”. My subjects are chosen for their novelty, for their visual originality. And often because of their “difference”, their “distance” from everything I have learnt about art. The use of mathematics, in my practice, is meant to introduce another reality. This is a language that has its own formal peculiarities, its own organization, its own aesthetic rules. What interests me here is the richness of a proposition freed from the stylistic restraints of the kind of art that identifies with the great historical movements of the 20th century,” states Bernar Venet.
Although Bernar Venet is internationally known for his monumental forms, the artist has worked across a wide range of media: painting, installation, drawing, sculpture, stage design, music composition, and even debuting as a choreographer. Five years of intense activity in the midst of the New York art scene enabled him to adopt an original approach marked by bringing monosemic signs into the field of art. This work contrasted with what we’re used to seeing in painting, particularly the polysemic signs in figuration and the pansemic signs of abstraction. This totally radical work, the result of a deliberate six-year pause for theoretical reflection, surged forward anew with the creation of the reliefs and sculptures that became better known to the public. In 2000, Venet decided to return to painting with the presentation of mathematical equations and figures from scientific books to demonstrate the immense visual richness of this rational world that artists have always neglected.

The works of Bernar Venet can be found in more than 70 museums worldwide, including such venerable institutions as the Museum of Modern Art (MoMA) and the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum in New York, the Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden in Washington D.C., the Centre Pompidou in Paris, Hamburger Kunsthalle in Hamburg, Musée d’Art moderne et contemporain (MAMCO) in Geneva, as well as in the world’s leading exhibition halls, galleries, and contemporary art collections. Bernar Venet has also received commissions for sculptures permanently installed in Auckland, Austin, Bergen, Berlin, Bodrum, Bonn, Denver, Neu-Ulm, Nice, Norfolk, Paris, Seoul, Shenzhen, Tokyo, and Toulouse. His 18-metre-high, 40-tonne steel Convergence: 54.5˚ Arc x 14 being the only permanent public artwork created specifically for the 2024 Paris Summer Olympic Games.

In 2016, Bernar Venet received the Lifetime Achievement Award by the International Sculpture Center (ISC) in New York. After many years living in New York, artist now resides in the village of Le Muy in the South of France, where the Venet Foundation has acquired the status of a special European cultural destination.

The exhibition, which has been created especially for Riga and the Great Hall of the Art Museum RIGA BOURSE, is being produced by the culture and art portal Arterritory.com in cooperation with Bernar Venet Studio and the Latvian National Museum of Art.
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Exhibition curators:

Una Meistere, Daiga Rudzāte / culture and art portal Arterritory.com
Project manager:

Vita Birzaka, Deputy Head of the Foreign Art Department / Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / 

Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 67 357 535, E: Vita.Birzaka@lnmm.gov.lv
Project co-ordinator:

Mairita Brice, Project Manager / INDIE culture project agency
Exhibition architect:

Martins Vizbulis
Graphic designer:
Krišs Salmanis
INTERNET SOURCES:

https://lnmm.gov.lv
https://arterritory.com
www.venetfoundation.org
FACEBOOK: Mākslas muzejs RĪGAS BIRŽA
X: @MuzejsRigaBirza
INSTAGRAM: @makslasmuzejsrigasbirza
#lnmm

#RigasBirza

#MansMuzejs

Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Doma laukums 6, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:
Adults:
8,00 EUR

Pupils, students, seniors:
4,00 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 8,00–12,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Free entry is also for (valid status identification card required): pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care; day-care centre, crisis centre and special education pupils; children placed in a social rehabilitation centre and accompanying persons (one teacher or one person per 10 children or pupils); children under 18 years with a disability; persons with a disability 1st and 2nd group; one person accompanying either a child under 18 years with a disability or a person with disability of 1st group; a sign language interpreter accompanying a person with disability of 1st, 2nd or 3rd group; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools; full- and part-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia; students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, cultural heritage, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training; members of the Latvian Artists’ Union; employees of Latvian museums; members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM); members of the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS); Friend of the LNMA card holders; participants of the museum programmes Volunteer Programme and Youth Club; media representatives who are covering museum events; group leaders or teachers (minimum 10 persons); Ukrainian citizens; visitors to events organised by the museum during the annual international campaign European Night of Museums and the contemporary culture forum White Night; all visitors to the permanent exhibition on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.
PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
1. French artist Bernar Venet. Photo: Antoine Baralhe
2. Bernar Venet. Parabole de la fonction y=2x2 + 3x-2. 1966. Acrylic on canvas. @ ADAGP Paris. Publicity photo
3. Bernar Venet. Related to: “Parametric Ordinary Differential Equation of the First Order in Two Dimensions”. 2000. Acrylic on canvas, varnished. @ ADAGP Paris. Publicity photo
4. Bernar Venet. Gold Saturation with Z. 2009. Acrylic on canvas mounted on plywood, varnished. 

@ ADAGP Paris. Publicity photo
5. Bernar Venet. Difféo Gold 7. 2022. Acrylic on canvas, varnished. @ ADAGP Paris. Publicity photo
6. Bernar Venet. Generative Angles Painting – Red 6. 2024. Acrylic on canvas with UV ink. 
@ ADAGP Paris. Publicity photo
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