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MASS  MEDIA  RELEASE

Riga, 28 May 2024

The Charm of Blue and White
British transferware in Latvian museums and private collections. 18th–21st centuries
1 June – 20 August 2024
Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Great Exhibition Hall

Doma laukums 6, Riga

Media tour of exhibition on 30 May 2024 at 12.00

Registration of participants: 11.30–12.00

From 1 June to 20 August 2024, the Art Museum RIGA BOURSE in Riga (Doma laukums 6) invites to visit an exhibition The Charm of Blue and White. British transferware in Latvian museums and private collections. 18th–21st centuries.
The exhibition provides an insight into the broad, original, and visually attractive field of applied decorative art, which the British themselves call English transfer-printed pottery or in an abbreviated form – as English transferware.
The items that can be viewed at the exposition have something in common in that they have been created from ceramics and that the pattern technique has been used for their decoration: the vessels have been decorated with printed pattern that has been mechanically transferred onto the surfaces of vessels using engraving or other graphics techniques.
This technology, which was already widely used in the late 18th century in England for decorating ceramics, allowed for the creation of magnificent, visually effective vessels in an incomparably faster and much cheaper way than before. The manufacture of English ceramics was thus facilitated to a previously unseen extent. In the 19th century, millions of examples of transferware were manufactured in the British Isles by English, Scottish, Welsh, and Northern Ireland companies, and were exported to all continents. The imported products also made manufacturers in other countries contemplate the use of similar technology, which facilitated the rapid development of the local ceramic fields in many countries, including Latvia.

It has been estimated that the total number of patterns used historically in the decoration of vessels by British manufacturers, exceeds 18 000. The diversity of these is quite unbelievable – starting from motifs acquired from Chinese porcelain and the Ancient World, and finishing with romantic landscapes, elegant pastoral scenes, flower and plant compositions, portrayals of animals and birds, as well as abstract geometric ornaments.
Transferware has already found its place in the collections of the most important world museums and has become a passion for many collectors. As a result, rich collections of such items have been created with serious research being undertaken on them. It is true that for a long time, especially outside of Great Britain, transferware was valued much lower than hand painted porcelain. This did not take into account the fact that printed motifs had been frequently created by outstanding artists of their time. This attitude has changed in the past half-century though, and nowadays most specialists recognize that, as in the evaluation of printed Rembrandt etchings, the number of copies does not, in any way, reduce the aesthetic qualities of a specific work.
The private collections of Dainis Bruģis and Agrita Tipāne form the core of the exhibition, which is supplemented by several hundred items from 22 different Latvian museums and National Library of Latvia in total. The Latvian National Museum of Art and the Museum of the History of Riga and Navigation are represented with a greater number of exhibits. A significant contribution to the exhibition has, however, been provided by other museums in Latvia as well, and includes the Cēsis History and Art Museum, which held the first exhibition dedicated to this theme in 2021–2022. The exhibition’s research catalogue, which is currently the only publication in Latvia dedicated to the broader topic of English transferware, also came out in 2022, published by the Cēsis Museum.
The exhibition has been created with the support of the State Culture Capital Foundation of Latvia.
Supported by:

State Culture Capital Foundation of Latvia
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Alūksne Museum, Bauska Museum, Cēsis History and Art Museum, Gulbene Municipality History and Art Museum, Jelgava History and Art Museum of Ģederts Eliass, Turaida Museum Reserve, Latvian Open-Air Ethnographic Museum, National Library of Latvia, Liepāja Museum, Limbaži Museum, Museum Riga Art Nouveau Centre, Pauls Stradiņš Medicine History Museum, Piebalga Museum Association Orisāre, Riga Porcelain Museum, Museum of the History of Riga and Navigation, Rundāle Palace Museum, Smiltene County Museum, Talsi District Museum, Tukums Museum, Valmiera Museum, Ventspils Museum
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Zane Lūse, Collection Manager of the Foreign Art Department / Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / 
Latvian National Museum of Art
Ph: (+371) 67 220 647, E: Zane.Luse@lnmm.lv
Team:

Valentīna Opolā, Ilana Pārstrauta, Baiba Uburģe, Laura Vilka, Anete Brakša / 
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Conservators:

Una Kastanovska, Anna Kozorovicka, Natalya Kurganova, Zane Tuča / Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Latvian National Museum of Art
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Rūdolfs Cunskis, Kārlis Verners Baumanis / Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Latvian National Museum of Art
Graphic design:

Kristīne Jansone, Visual Communication Specialist / Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / 
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Special thanks to:
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Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Doma laukums 6, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION: 
NB! (this ticket allows you to visit the entire museum)

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
6,00 EUR

Students, seniors:
3,00 EUR

Pupils:
2,00 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 5,00–7,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; Ukrainian citizens by presenting an identity document or other document proving Ukrainian citizenship; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.
PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
1. Dinner plate. Pattern name: Althea. Detail. Samuel Alcock & Co, 1830–1859. 
Collection of the Tukums Museum. Photo: Dainis Bruģis
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